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in the Essence of
Romance

True luxury isn’t about extravagance. Here at Soneva, 
we believe that luxury is returning to the core of 
what makes us human: giving back to the community, 
and fi nding peace with both nature and our loved 
ones. We invite you to our havens of tranquillity 
where you’re encouraged to sink your bare toes into 
the sand, feel the breeze ruffl  ing your hair, and lose 
yourself in the light of the stars. Embrace the spirit of 
romance, whether it’s for an indulgent honeymoon, 
an intimate wedding ceremony, or a romantic getaway 
with a paramour, in one our three properties that are 
the embodiment of tropical paradise.

Soneva Kiri is ensconced in Koh Kood, an untouched 
island of lush verdure in the world-class destination 
that is the Kingdom of Thailand. Enjoy nature’s 
colours with a butterfl y tour, dine in a bamboo pod 
in the foliage of an ancient rainforest, or visit our 
subterranean wine cellar where you can indulge in 
an array of organic wines. Book our wedding package 
for an unforgettable Thai or Western ceremony in a 
spacious villa or on the beach, surrounded by the 
pristine waters of the Gulf of Thailand. 

The Maldives, world-renowned for its golden sands, 
crystal-clear waters and balmy weather, is home to 
both Soneva Jani and Soneva Fushi, each uniquely 
distinct. At Soneva Jani, dive into experiences that 
will make your heart soar: frolic in our dolphin safari, 
snorkel among the diverse Maldinian sealife, or surf 
with experts in the Baa and Noonu Atolls. While at 
Soneva Fushi, take a glassblowing class, reach the 
Heavens by stargazing in our observatory, or snorkel 
with manta rays at Hanifaru Bay. 

Our wedding packages in the Maldives include 
elements exclusive to this island nation, such as 
Maldivian drummers, a classic Bodu Beru band for 
the ceremony, pavilions on the white sand, and fresh 
décor from the lush jungle vegetation for that unique 
touch from paradise. 









Amari Watergate Bangkok provides a grandiose venue 
in the heart of the city with specialists who have proven 
experience in Indian weddings. Let the iridescent bright 
lights of your dream wedding make your moments 
a memorable celebration of the unity of two families.

This 34-storey modern and stylish hotel features 569 spacious Deluxe rooms 
and Executive Suites which will accommodate wedding guest in luxurious urban 
comfort, fitted with floor to celling windows that provide an all-encompassing 
view of Bangkok’s vibrant and bustling skyline. 

For the various wedding ceremonies that make up an Indian wedding guests 
can choose from a wide range of venues. Watergate Ballroom is a colossal room, 
which can host up to 1,500 guests for a magnificent sangeet, main ceremony 
or cocktail reception.

The Ayudhaya is a great area for an intimate mehendi ceremony, accommodating 
up to 70 people and fitted with large windows, allowing plenty of natural light 
in and looking out over a picturesque garden.

Outside, the lush terrace beckons. Couples can choose to host a cocktail reception 
on the lawn by candlelight for up to 300 guests, or even host a sit-down dinner, 
complete with floral decorations for up to 200 wedding guests. 

With a great location and expert Indian wedding planners, Amari Watergate 
Bangkok will ensure your first step into a lifetime of happiness is glamorous 
and memorable. 

Amari Watergate Bangkok
847 Petchburi Road Bangkok 10400, Thailand 
T +66 (0) 2653 9000  F +66 (0) 2653 9045

Email: manthana.c@amari.com
amari.com/watergate
facebook.com/amariwatergate

SAY HELLO TO

FOREVER



The

your of
Brought to life by the 
magic of a ceremony 
set against Thailand’s 
breathtaking scenery, 

pristine beaches,
majestic rivers, lush 

verdant hills — 
all worthy witnesses 

to a couple’s 
everlasting love.



Thailand, where romance begins







For more information, Please contact Mr.Kabir Singh Thakral Business Development Manager
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S P E C I A L

Wedding Reception
P A C K A G E S

P a c k a g e  1 :  350,000

P a c k a g e  2 :   450,000

P a c k a g e  3 :   550,000

Food & Beverages
• Vegetarian Buffet Menu  starts from THB 1,200 net per person
• Non-Vegetarian Buffet Menu  starts from THB 1,400 net per person
 
Terms and Conditions
1. Rates are inclusive of 10% service charge and 7% goverment tax.
2. Rates and packages are subjected to change without prior notice.

RADISSON BLU PLAZA BANGKOK
489 Sukhumvit Road (Soi 27), Klongtoey Nua, Wattana, Bangkok 10110  
T: +66 2 302 3333  F: +66 2 302 3344

      RadissonBluPlazaBangkok         Radissonblubkk         @Radissonblubangkok      RadissonBluPlazaBangkok         Radissonblubkk         @Radissonblubangkok      RadissonBluPlazaBangkok         Radissonblubkk         @Radissonblubangkok      RadissonBluPlazaBangkok         Radissonblubkk         @Radissonblubangkok

D A R E  T ODream
Your dream wedding will 
come to life at the 
Radisson Blu Plaza Bangkok 
with our diverse selection 
of the essential elements 
and rituals to create the 
perfect ceremony.

 



G U R L E E N  K H A N I J O U N  C H A W L A

Editor-in-Chief

ditor's Note

There is nothing more luxurious than a bespoke affair, 
one that has been tailored to express the happy 
couple’s feelings in the fullest possible manner. We 

are entering an era where weddings are no longer matter-of-
fact, cookie-cutter events. Instead, they transport family and 
friends into the story of the bride and groom’s unique journey; 
their desires, their hopes for the future, and the little details 
that give them joy.

In order to plan such a celebration, however, a large amount 
of careful preparation and attention to detail is required. 
Taking this into account, we are delighted to bring you the 
eighth issue of Masala Weddings in Thailand, our exclusive 
publication which provides a compendium of everything 
you need to plan a destination wedding in Thailand that 
best describes your love. After extensive research, we have 
curated a selection of wedding essentials to help you with the 
multitude of decisions you must make. 

Our fashion spreads range from classic to quirky, covering 
clothing and accoutrements that can be put together in 
distinctive ensembles to showcase your personality. Our 
gastronomical article, Love at First Bite, explores the world 
of fusion catering for that global perspective on ethnic 
traditions, offering mouthwatering culinary options to delight 
your imagination. The Lay of the Land will whisk you away to 
corners of Thailand boasting a variety of venues for you to 
personalise as the backdrop of your nuptials.

Someone once said, “Marriage is a mosaic you build with 
your spouse — millions of tiny moments that create your 
love story.” And with that in mind, let’s toast to weddings that 
make memories to inspire a lifetime of romance.

Kind regards,
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K L I S S A D A  R A T A N A P R U K

Executive Director
ASEAN South Asia and South Pacific Region
Tourism Authority of Thailand

TOURISM AUTHORITY 
OF THAILAND

Iheartily congratulate Masala on their much-anticipated eighth 
issue of Weddings in Thailand. We greatly value our longstanding 
partnership with Masala; their efforts to showcase Thailand as 

the perfect destination for Indian weddings have borne fruit, as 2018 
was the most robust year thus far for this industry. 

Blessed with stunning natural landscapes, ranging from pristine 
beaches to verdant rolling hills, our country provides a striking 
backdrop for any wedding. Uniquely combined with our inherent 
culture of hospitality, vibrant fresh produce and cuisine, and a 
large variety of properties able to host celebrations of any size and 
specifi cation, Thailand is a highly sought-after venue.

In addition, accessibility to more remote areas is improving rapidly, 
and direct international fl ights to popular locations like Chiang 
Mai, Phuket and Rayong are on the rise. Thailand’s reputation as a 
convenient, value-added location is making it in-demand for other 
occasions, like anniversaries and birthdays, for Indians from all over 
the world, especially Hong Kong, Indonesia, Dubai, and Singapore.

It pleases me to see an ever-increasing assortment of venues, 
established, new, and refurbished alike, being chosen to host Indian 
weddings, and delivering exclusive experiences to families. As we 
continue to grow and learn with each nuptial occasion, the level 
of professionalism and expertise of local staff, including wedding 
planners, chefs, and fl orists, blossoms. This allows Thailand to not 
only cater to every need and whim of the couple, but also provide 
them with a palette with which to create the ideal ceremony.

The Thai-Indian community, which maintains strong connections 
with both nations, works as an essential bridge through which the 
phenomenal success of the Indian wedding business in Thailand has 
grown exponentially. Their support, as well as the support of Masala, 
in facilitating these events is recognised and appreciated by the TAT. 
We warmly wish them well in all future endeavours.

Sincerely,
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PRESIDENT OF TIWAPRESIDENT OF TIWA

R A M  S A C H D E V

President
Thai Indian Wedding Associaton (TIWA)

It is my privilege to report that 2018 has been the best year yet 
for Indian weddings in Thailand, both in numbers and in revenue 
generated. TIWA’s efforts in promoting, protecting, and preserving the 

healthy Indian wedding industry in Thailand are encouraged by the Tourism 
Authority of Thailand (TAT) as well as Masala, who have supported us from 
our conception and to whom we are extremely grateful.

As the voice of the Indian wedding industry in Thailand, TIWA aims to offer 
a platform for its members to collaborate on all aspects of the industry, 
which has fl ourished over the past year, as seen by substantial growth in 
Bangkok, Phuket, Pattaya and especially Hua Hin. Thailand continues to be 
renowned worldwide as a much-sought-after wedding destination due to 
its natural beauty, one-of-a-kind experiences and culture, and exemplary 
cuisine. In past years, TIWA has nurtured further growth in the industry 
through collaboration with stakeholders, addressing concerns, and helping 
to resolve issues. However, more venues that are focused on meeting 
certain standards of quality, capacity, and hygiene are needed, and with the 
growth of the fraternity, stakeholders need to foster closer relationships 
with each other so they can better work hand-in-hand.

In the next year, TIWA will continue to be a reliable source of information 
to venues, suppliers, wedding planners, and clients, driven in part by its 
collaboration with Masala. I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
Masala’s invaluable contributions to our efforts, especially in their recently-
launched platform MasalaWeds, a database of all vendors and venues for 
both wedding planners and their clients, which will give keystroke access 
to a wealth of information. Additionally, TIWA is expected to not only 
participate but also host international conventions of wedding planners in 
Thailand, including a MasterClass training session.

I would like to personally assure our esteemed members that the 
future of the industry looks bright and that we are prepared for 
growth, as Thailand is ready and eager for the business of Indian 
weddings. However, I would caution us not to be complacent, but to 
together continue to maintain Thailand as a value-added, world-class 
destination for visitors from all over the globe. I am confi dent that with 
our combined efforts, we will strive to make Thailand the world’s most 
sought-after wedding destination. 

Sincerely,
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By now, Thailand’s reputation as a premier wedding destination has almost 
been fully established. Apart from gorgeous landscapes and stunning vistas, 
the Land of Smiles is also known for its impeccable hospitality and diverse 

and award-winning cuisines. Masala meets with 12 couples who have recently 
celebrated their nuptials to further explore the various wonders

that this unique country has to offer.

With more weddings set to take place next year, we hope that
these testimonials will inspire your dream come true.  

BY  C H R I S T Y  L AU  A N D  A I D E N  J EWE L L E  GON ZA L E S
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&Prabhav Rakhra            Anandita Khanijaon

1 9 T H  NOV EMB E R  2 0 1 8
JW Marriott Khao Lak Resort & Spa

300
GU E S T S

5
NUMB E R  O F

EV E N T S

3
DAY S  O F

F E S T I V I T I E S

In a dreamy celebration overlooking the Andaman Sea, Prabhav Rakhra and 
Anandita Khanijaon tied the knot during sunset with their friends and family 
from abroad. Every event during their three-day celebration featured a unique 

theme, including an all-white seaside welcome dinner and a New York-inspired 
sangeet with drinks based on the couple’s life in the Big Apple. Reminiscing on her 
fairy-tale wedding, Anandita lets us in on all the exciting details.

Why did you choose Thailand as your wedding destination?
“Because we both wanted a beach wedding, and Thailand 
has some of the most beautiful beaches.”

Why did you opt for this specifi c hotel?
“JW Marriott Khao Lak Resort & Spa has a sprawling 
secluded beach with pristine white sand and many venue 

options. I also loved that the marquee hall could be 
decorated from scratch, so we weren’t restricted creatively. 
Another amazing bonus was having rooms with access to 
one of Southeast Asia’s largest resort pools, so many of our 
guests, who travelled more than 24 hours, could relax while 
celebrating with us.”

What was your favourite event and why?
“The mehendi. We wanted to try something a little different 
and take advantage of the beautiful sand and ocean, so we 
set up a rain dance fl oor right by the beach. We were a little 
nervous about no one wanting to get wet, but it turned out to 
be one of the highlights. Everyone had a blast!”

What fashion designer did you wear and why?
“My wedding outfi t was a Sabyasachi red lehenga. I knew 
I wanted to wear red, and I loved it as soon as I saw it.”

Where did you fi nd your jewellery?
“A few pieces were custom-made by my friend and 
jewellery designer, Monisha Gurbani, whose family deals 
in diamonds. Everything else I got from India, including my 
favourites from the 'Pinkcity' collection by Anita Dongre, 
in collaboration with Jet Gems.”

Élan Events by Nipunika
WEDD I NG  P L A NN E R

“
“

I loved that the marquee 
hall could be decorated 
from scratch, so we weren’t 
restricted creatively.
— ANANDITA

#rakhratui
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& David Curtain             Roshni Sachdev

1 9 T H  D EC EM B E R  2 0 1 8
Sheraton Hua Hin Resort & Spa and The Palayana Hua Hin

350
GU E S T S

6
NUMB E R  O F

EV E N T S

3
DAY S  O F

F E S T I V I T I E S

H aving always envisioned a beach wedding, David Curtain and Roshni 
Sachdev’s dreams came true with an indescribably beautiful three days of 
beachfront sunrises and sunsets with their loved ones in Hua Hin. Roshni 

gets candid about this magical ceremony which came to life through the tireless 
creativity, imagination, and support of family.

Why did you pick these two hotels?
”Sheraton Hua Hin Resort & Spa is a beautiful property that 
is impossible to fault. The spacious venues and one-of-a-kind 
lagoon pool provided a variety of different spaces that were 
fi tting for our events. They were incredibly accommodating, and 
the staff always had a smile on their faces.

The Palayana Hua Hin was the perfect location for our welcome 
dinner, which was an intimate beach party where we could feel 
the sand on our toes.”

Which events did you enjoy most?
“The welcome dinner was a great way to kick-off the wedding 
festivities as we were able to personally greet all of our family 
and friends. The silent disco, an idea suggested by my brother, 
was a huge hit – making for a wonderful night fi lled with music, 
laughter and great dance moves!”

Who designed your bridal outfi ts and jewellery?
“I didn’t pick designers based on their popularity, but rather 
how much I loved and felt comfortable in an outfi t. My fun 
and fl irty mehendi outfi t was designed by Sumedha Sehgal, 
my elegant welcome dinner jumpsuit by Ridhima Bhasin, 
my feminine sharara by Payal Singhal, two gorgeous 
lehengas by Frontier Raas for my sangeet and wedding 
ceremony, a lavender Cinderella-esque gown by Dolly J for 
my reception, and an inspired customised red gown from 
Selfmade The Label for the after party. 

With my mom’s vision and impeccable taste, we bought and 
customised all of my jewellery through Khanna Jewellers. They 
were absolutely amazing.” 

“
“

I didn’t pick designers based 
on their popularity, but rather 
how much I loved and felt 
comfortable in an out� t.
— ROSHNI

What about Thailand appealed as a wedding destination?
“Thailand’s a special place for David and I as it is where we 
both met. It’s where I was born and raised, and we both call it 
home. As most of our family and friends live in Thailand, we 
wanted a place that would be accessible for all our guests.”

Did your wedding incorporate any Thai cultural elements?
“We couldn’t imagine a wedding that didn’t incorporate Thai 
culture, boast Thai cuisine, and showcase Thai hospitality. 
We greeted our guests with fresh fl ower garlands and a 
Thai herbal drink, we had a performance by traditional Thai 
dancers and a fi re show at our welcome dinner, a bamboo 
dance at the pool party, and Thai-inspired cocktails at our 
sangeet and reception.”

#sachdave
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&Amar Rao            Mitra Raman

2 5 T H  JA N UA RY  2 0 1 9
Angsana Laguna Phuket

350
GU E S T S

9
NUMB E R  O F

EV E N T S

3.5
DAY S  O F

F E S T I V I T I E S

Amar Rao and Mitra Raman wanted an elegant, traditional ceremony, as well 
as a great party for friends and family, and Angsana Laguna Phuket made 
that vision a reality. From their first welcome dinner, themed 'Welcome 

to Thailand,' the guests were ensconced in both Thai luxury and the Thai party 
atmosphere. Mitra reveals all behind this most special occasion. 

Weddings by Keeran
WEDD I NG  P L A NN E R

“
“

We based each event’s 
theme on a location that 
was special to us.
— MITRA

What made Thailand a good choice?
“I’ve always dreamed of a destination wedding in Thailand 
after watching YouTube videos of Indian weddings there. It 
has a very vibrant culture, gorgeous weather, and amazing 
activities for everyone to enjoy. The whole family was on 
board almost instantly!”

Why did you pick this specifi c hotel?
“After visiting Thailand, our mums highly recommended 
Angsana Laguna Phuket because of their amazing amenities, 

beautiful rooms, and great location. They were able to 
comfortably host all 350 of our guests and provide a 
different venue for each event. Also, my father was very 
particular about having traditional South Indian food, and the 
hotel was very accommodating about us bringing in outside 
caterers to collaborate.”

Did you have any themes?
“Yes, 'Around The World.' We based each event’s theme on 
a location that was special to us, our invites and signs had 
maps in the background, we sent luggage tags as part of the 
invites, and we had a travel-themed welcome area. We even 
had custom t-shirts!”

Which bridal fashion designer did you pick and why?
“I started a company almost exactly when we got engaged 
and unfortunately didn’t have time to spare. Everything worked 
out perfectly, however. I ordered a Nadine Dhody gown for my 
reception, and bought other outfi ts from Aashni + Co and other 
shops at L..A. and Vancouver. We got my wedding sari from a 
traditional sari shop in Chennai.”

Any tips on choosing a wedding location for other couples?
“Make sure everyone in both families agrees on the location. 
If you’re having a destination wedding, we highly recommend 
fi nding a planner who’s based there. Our planner, Keeran, had 
a lot of experience planning Indian weddings in Thailand and 
listened to our requests, so it was smooth sailing for us.”

#ramangetsraody
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&Akshay Sanghrajka            Pooja Pandya

2 2 N D  D EC EM B E R  2 0 1 8
AVANI+ Hua Hin Resort

350
GU E S T S

6
NUMB E R  O F

EV E N T S

3
DAY S  O F

F E S T I V I T I E S

An unbeatable amalgamation of exquisite culture, delicious food and warm 
hospitality led Pooja Pandya and Akshay Sanghrajka to settle upon 
Thailand as their destination. After visiting several properties, they walked 

into AVANI+ Hua Hin Resort and were immediately sold on the hotel’s ambience and 
quality of service. From the lively and traditional-style mehendi to the tear-jerking 
walk down the aisle, Pooja’s romantic nuptials encompassed the very best of a 
destination wedding.

Why is Thailand the ideal wedding destination? 
“The hospitality Thai people have to offer – they go 
above and beyond to make things happen. In Thailand, no 
request is too big!” 

How did the hotel comply with your function needs? 
“We wanted an open lawn space for most of the events, a scenic 
backdrop for the wedding ceremony, and a fully-equipped sound 
system in the ballroom for the sangeet. The hotel had the best of 
all these requirements.”

What were the themes for each celebration? 
“We had a carnival-themed mehendi with food carts adorned 
with ethnic décor; a traditional yellow and orange-hued 
wedding; a Sufi  sangeet which featured performances by 
playback singer Parthiv Gohil; and a reception with a chic 
semi-formal cherry blossom theme.” 

Which event was your favourite? 
“I enjoyed each one, so it is diffi cult to choose just one, but if 
I had to, I would say the mehendi, since it was the fi rst event, 
which kicked off the rest of the festivities. All of our guests 
had just arrived and everyone was in the highest of spirits.” 

What advice would you give other couples seeking a 
wedding location?
“Don’t settle for something you are not 100 percent 
certain about.” 

Krish Events
WEDD I NG  P L A NN E R

“ “
In Thailand, no request 
is too big!
— POOJA

#aparty2018
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&Chirag Kapoor            Vranda Dhall 

2 5 T H  JA N UA RY  2 0 1 9
Novotel Hua Hin Cha-Am Beach Resort & Spa

250
GU E S T S

6
NUMB E R  O F

EV E N T S

3
DAY S  O F

F E S T I V I T I E S

Chirag Kapoor and Vranda Dhall both desired a beach wedding, and knew 
Thailand was an attractive option, thanks to its close proximity to India and the 
number of qualifi ed wedding planners available. The couple were impressed by 

the fl exibility given by Novotel Hua Hin Cha Am Beach Resort & Spa when it came to 
indoor and outdoor event set-ups. Newlywed Vranda shares her fulfi lling experience.

Why did you pick this specifi c hotel?
“Because it was the only property with an ocean view from 
all the accommodations. Moreover, the lawns, poolside and 
beach venues were all interlinked, so it was easy to move 
from one to the other.” 

What theme did you choose for the entire wedding?
“A pastel theme with a butterfl y element to match my 
mehendi and bridal attire.”

Which event was most enjoyable?
“The poolside party was one of the major highlights. 
Everyone had a relaxed and super fun time.”

Which fashion designer did you work with?
“I customised my own outfi ts with my sister, who is a fashion 
designer, and my mum. One had a butterfl y blouse, as I didn’t 
want to appear too traditional.” 

Did you have custom-made jewellery as well? 
“They were all customised from Shiva Jewellers in Delhi to 
match my outfi ts. My mother provided the designs.” 

Why would you recommend Thailand as a wedding 
destination for other couples?
“It is the perfect place for a wedding, as the hotels truly 
understand the concept of Indian celebrations, and all the 
different things that go into it.”

Urbana Weddings and Events 
WEDD I NG  P L A NN E R

“ “
The poolside party was one 
of the major highlights.
— VRANDA

#vrandaheartschirag
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&Lalit Lakhwani           Meenal Chhugani

6 T H  F E B RUA RY  2 0 1 9
Bangkok Marriott Marquis Queen’s Park

500 to 
550

GU E S T S

8
NUMB E R  O F

EV E N T S

4
DAY S  O F

F E S T I V I T I E S

In a gorgeous ceremony surrounded by lush Thai flora, Lalit Lakhwani and 
Meenal Chhugani pledged themselves to each other in the centrally-located 
Bangkok Marriott Marquis Queen’s Park. With inspired themes, from a pink 

paradise mehendi to a shaam shaandaar sangeet, a Game of Thrones pheras 
after party, to a 1980s glitz n glam reception, their wedding was one to remember. 
Newlywed Meenal, now Liaraa muses on the unforgettable experience. 

Why did you choose Thailand to host your wedding?
“Thailand has always been a dream wedding destination, 
and Bangkok was the most convenient option for our 
guests travelling from overseas. More than anything, it 
was the amazing Thai food which convinced us, as well 
as the fresh flowers Thailand is renowned for, which 
complemented our wedding décor.” 

Did you include any Thai cultural elements in your 
wedding?
“Yes, we had traditional Thai dancers to welcome our 
guests, and our amazing wedding planner created a mini 
floating market at the poolside on our request.”

Pink Palki
WEDD I NG  P L A NN E R

Why did you pick this specific hotel?
“It’s located right at the heart of the city where everything 
our guests required was just around the corner, be it good 
food, shopping or spas. The food they provided was also 
amazing and much enjoyed by all our guests.”

What was your favourite memory of your wedding?
“Our wedding day itself, of course, but we also especially 
enjoyed our family members coming together to give us 
such beautiful performances. We really felt the love and 
effort they put into them, and it was so important to us to 
see both our families having a great time together.”

Which bridal designers did you pick?
“Rimple and Harpreet Narula designed my bridal outfit, 
and they completely brought my creative vision to 
life. I especially loved their embroidery, which was so 
beautifully done. For my jewellery, I used Dubai-based 
Dhakan Jewellers for most of the events.”

Any tips for other couples looking to tie the knot?
Choose a location with delicious food choices and where 
communication isn't a problem, and make sure you get a 
great wedding planner to organise the rest and bring your 
vision to life. 

“

“

More than anything, it was 
the amazing Thai food which 
convinced us, as well as the 
fresh � owers Thailand is 
renowned for.
— LIARAA

#LitMeUp
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&Avi Sethi            Prab Kohli
1 3 T H  J U N E  2 0 1 8

Sheraton Hua Hin Resort & Spa

250
GU E S T S

7
NUMB E R  O F

EV E N T S

4
DAY S  O F

F E S T I V I T I E S

W ith the stunning Gulf of Thailand as the backdrop for their seven 
magnificent wedding events, Avi Sethi and Prab Kohli held a grand 
wedding extravaganza at the Sheraton Hua Hin Resort & Spa, with an 

array of Thai food and unique Thai touches such as folk dancers and drummers. 
Newlywed Prab walks us through the four unforgettable days of festivities. 

Shanaya Celebrations
WEDD I NG  P L A NN E R

“
“

When choosing a venue, prioritise
experience in hosting weddings 
and the food quality
— PRAB

What about Thailand makes it the ideal wedding 
destination?
“Its beautiful weather, delicious food, hospitable culture, and 
the many options available to host a luxury wedding.”

Why was this resort the perfect wedding venue?
“They’re very experienced with Indian weddings. They 
came highly recommended, and they had an Indian chef to 
accommodate our culinary needs. Everything was clean, 
modern, and maintained to a very high standard, which was 

paramount because we used almost all the spaces in the 
hotel: both ballrooms, the club, the oceanfront, and the island 
lawns. The food was excellent in both quantity and quality, 
with three to four cuisines at each event.”

Did you have any themes for your wedding?
“Yes, we had a theme for every event! The themes were as 
follows: summer soirée for the welcome dinner; full moon for 
the after party; cool and colourful for the mehendi; fl oral for 
both weddings; royal and regal for the sangeet; and fi nally, 
winter wonderland for the reception.”

Which event did you enjoy the most and why?
“The after-party the fi rst night. We were both quite nervous 
about the welcome dinner but by the after-party we were 
very relaxed. The music was great and it was lovely to see 
everyone so casual and carefree.” 

Did you use a specifi c jeweller?
“Yes, Mughal Jewels from New Delhi, who custom-made 
everything to perfection.”

Any tips for other couples looking to be wed soon?
“When choosing a venue, prioritise experience in hosting 
weddings and the food quality. Choose a friendly,
well-recommended wedding planner with experience who 
always involves you in the decisions. Finally, always check 
the weather and rainfall patterns.”

#pravi2018
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&Vikash Patel            Kajal Patel

9 T H  JA N UA RY  2 0 1 9 
Sheraton Hua Hin Resort & Spa

Having always dreamed of a destination wedding, Vikash and Kajal Patel 
found Thailand to be an unexpected treasure. From their nautical-themed 
pool party to their Moroccan-themed mehendi, the couple brought their 

own flair to their intimate dream wedding on the beach in Hua Hin. Kajal eagerly 
shares with us all the details. 

What was the story behind choosing Thailand?
“We always wanted a destination wedding where our 
families in both the U.S. and India could travel, but we 
didn’t consider Thailand until we took a trip there on a 
whim in 2018. During our visit, everyone was so nice and 
the beaches were beautiful, but most of all, we completely 
fell in love with Sheraton Hua Hin Resort & Spa. The 
cherry on top was the fact that it was relatively close to 
India so my family could easily attend.”

What made you fall in love with this resort?
“We loved everything from the halls, to the open space, to 
the beach right down the stairs. Most of all, we loved the 
fl exibility of Sheraton Hua Hin Resort & Spa to accommodate 

the fun craziness of an Indian wedding. From the beginning, 
their hospitality and service were on point, and they went 
above and beyond in fulfi lling our menu.”

Did your wedding include any Thai cultural elements?
“Definitely! Not only did we have Thai welcome dancers 
and masseuses, Vikash rode in on an elephant during his 
baraat, although we made sure the elephant was from a 
cruelty-free sanctuary that we visited. We also used an 
open tuk-tuk for the vidaai.”

Which bridal fashion designer did you pick and why?
“My beautiful wedding outfi t was made by Annu's Creations
in Baroda, India. She made sure I got exactly the dress I 
wanted in three days, and was very accommodating when I 
wanted any changes made.”

Any tips for other soon-to-be-newlyweds? 
“Don't upset yourself by being too picky with the details, 
but also remember that it’s your wedding so be assertive 
with what you want. Wedding planning is stressful, so 
choose a phenomenal wedding planner, like we did, who’ll 
get the ball rolling smoothly, is open to listening to your 
ideas, and who makes you feel comfortable.”

“

“

Don't upset yourself by being 
too picky with the details, but 
also remember that it’s your 
wedding so be assertive with 
what you want.
— KAJAL 

165
GU E S T S

5
NUMB E R  O F

EV E N T S

3
DAY S  O F

F E S T I V I T I E S

Shanaya Celebrations
WEDD I NG  P L A NN E R

#Vkthaitheknot
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&Omair Ansari            Alizeh Habib 

1 S T  M A RCH  2 0 1 8
JW Marriott Khao Lak Resort & Spa

230
GU E S T S

4
NUMB E R  O F

EV E N T S

3
DAY S  O F

F E S T I V I T I E S

Omair Ansari and Alizeh Habib tied the knot on the pristine sands of Khao 
Lak, the embodiment of their long-time dream. With two unique themes and 
welcome dancers, food, massages, and fi re dancers from Thailand, newlywed 

Alizeh refl ects on the ways Thailand was the right choice, and how the most important 
day of her life came to fruition. 

What were your most memorable moments?
“Each event was special, from the games and balloon-releasing 
during the mehendi ceremony; to the hotel’s transformation for 
our Alice in Wonderland-themed sangeet; to our white party on 
the beach at sunset, where I walked in surrounded by my best 
friends in a puff of coloured smoke. It was the stuff dreams 
are made of, and everyone at Magnifi cence Events, who have 
become like family to us, made that dream come true.”

Why did you choose this hotel? 
“It had the most beautiful beach where the sun sets right into 
the water in front of the hotel. The rest of the hotel’s function 
spaces met our requirements perfectly, particularly the 
marquee they set outside. Moreover, the chef was amazing 
and allowed me full control of the menu. The food was 
scrumptious and completely different for each function. I’m 
sad I didn’t get to eat more!”

Which designers did you pick? 
“Pakistani designers Aziz Ali and Kokab Zia made my mehendi 
outfi t and my completely hand-embroidered sangeet outfi t, 
respectively. For my sunset party, I chose to go with Australian 
label Paolo Sebastian by Paul Vasileff, who custom-made my 
dress all the way from Adelaide, Australia. Each designer was a 
dream to work with and made my outfi ts to utter perfection.” 

Who designed your jewellery?
“For the sangeet, I wore very old, traditional pieces that 
belong to my mother. For the sunset party, I used Liali 
Jewellery and Al Anwaar Jewellers from Dubai.” 

What made Thailand the ultimate wedding destination?  
“Thailand has always been one of my favourite places in the 
world. The atmosphere is amazing, the people are friendly 
and well organised, the food is exceptional, and you get great 
value for money. I always feel like I belong.”

Magnifi cence Events
WEDD I NG  P L A NN E R

“
“

Each designer was a dream to 
work with and made my out� ts 
to utter perfection.
— ALIZEH

#omzeh



YOUR STORY.
PERFECTLY CAPTURED.

As a team of professional and creative 
storytellers with skills in photography and 

videography, we produce personalised 
photography reels and cinematic wedding 

films aimed at flawlessly capturing the 
essence of being in love. Our friendly 
service, high-quality equipment and 
unique style of shooting allows us to 

capture your most candid and intimate 
moments with family, friends and loved 

ones on your special day. Our final 
products truly come alive with emotion, 

giving you the perfect opportunity to 
relive all of your most treasured 

moments. As a top choice for destination 
weddings all over Asia, we have both the 

passion and experience to create 
something extraordinary.

 
We want to tell your story, the way you 

have always dreamt it be told.

Telephone: 092 192 4566   |   korofilms@gmail.com   |   www.korofilms.com

korofilms koro_films korofilms
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&Akshay Shah            Naimi Shah 

2 5 T H  O C TO B E R  2 0 1 8
JW Marriott Khao Lak Resort & Spa

200
GU E S T S

5
NUMB E R  O F

EV E N T S

3
DAY S  O F

F E S T I V I T I E S

Having grown up by the beach in Africa, Akshay and Naimi Shah definitely 
wanted a coastal wedding. They fell in love with JW Marriott Khao Lak 
Resort & Spa, and its stunning indoor and outdoor venues which set the 

scene for five immaculate events. The couple had an all-white pool party and a 
glamorous reception, replete with a silk acrobat and a live violinist. Naimi shares why 
a destination wedding in Thailand is the ultimate experience.   

Why did you choose Thailand? 
“Thailand stole my heart more than 15 years ago; I kept 
coming back every other year for a short holiday, and each 
time, I grew more attached because of its warm people, 

breath-taking scenery, and overall cultural experience. I felt 
like I was truly at my second home in the Land of Smiles, and 
I knew that this was where I was going to get married.” 

Did you incorporate any quintessential Thai elements into 
your wedding? 
“Our welcome dinner had Thai decoration. We also had Thai 
dancers welcome us to the resort, as well as a spectacular 
fi re show to entertain guests.” 

What were your most unforgettable moments? 
“Walking down the mandap towards the most incredible 
sunset. Just 30 minutes before, I was told that it would 
rain, and the venue would have to be moved. But my great 
décor and event team managed to hold everything together 
outdoors, and it turned out great!”  

Which bridal designers did you pick? 
I had Chamee & Palak create my wedding ensemble, 
Natasha Dalal designed the reception outfi t, while Gangore 
Bridal Studio made my pool party and after-party attire.” 

What tips can you suggest to couples on fi nding the 
perfect location? 
“Even if you’re not sure of what you’re looking for, try to visit 
every location beforehand, and once you’re there, the right 
venue will speak to you.”

Krish Events
WEDD I NG  P L A NN E R

“ “
The right venue will 
speak to you.
— NAIMI

#buckyfindsnemo



P.C. Totuka & Sons is dedicated to the creation of timeless jewels
that speak the language of splendour and grace. 

P.C.TOTUKA & SONS, JAIPUR
K.K. Square, C-11, Ground Floor, Prithviraj Road, C-Scheme, Jaipur-302001 (Rajasthan) India

CONTACT NO. - 0141-4007580, +91-9314666116, +91-9829055551

www.pctsons.com  

The elegant polki jadau sets are rendered in gold and embellished with opulent gemstones
like emerald, rubies, tanzanites and polkis to create masterpieces. 

The latest collection of jewellery with intricately carved emeralds
studded with polki create a benchmark in design.

Iconic Navratna and Jadau designs loved by connoisseurs are the centre 
of the PC Totuka range.
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&Shloka Hiranandani            Kishan Sagar

2 N D  D EC EM B E R  2 0 1 8
The Palayana Hua Hin

80 to 
100

GU E S T S

6
NUMB E R  O F

EV E N T S

3
DAY S  O F

F E S T I V I T I E S

Shloka Hiranandani and Kishan Sagar dreamt of an intimate wedding right by 
the ocean, so when they visited The Palayana Hua Hin for the first time, it was 
love at first sight. They bought out the entire property for approximately 100 

guests, and made the most out of the picture-perfect venues, setting up a colourful 
flamingo-inspired ambience for the pool party, and a Garba-inspired look for the 
sangeet. Shloka shares her favourite memories. 

Why was Thailand your ideal wedding destination? 
“I always wanted to get married in India, but Kishan wanted 
to get married in Dubai, where we both lived. We fi nally 
decided to have a destination wedding, with exquisite food, 
affordable prices and convenience. Thailand stood out.” 

I Do Etc.
WEDD I NG  P L A NN E R

Which event was the highlight? 
“The welcome brunch. We wanted this to be an icebreaker 
between our families and friends, so we had games, mehendi 
cabanas, chilled beer stations, a DJ booth, and live stations 
with delicious Thai cuisine. We made our grand entry on 
a tricycle holding smoke bombs, which was defi nitely a 
memorable moment.” 

How did you bring your vision to life?  
“Before reaching out to different planners, my husband and 
I created a presentation that included our vision and the 
breakdown of events. This made it easier for the planner to 
understand our concept.” 

Which fashion and jewellery designer did you wear 
and why? 
“My mum and I went to India to shop for my wedding lehenga, 
and when I tried on a piece from Mumbai-based boutique 
Kalki Fashion, I heard the famous song “Din Shagna Da” from 
Phillauri (2017) playing in my head, and I knew this was it.

My wedding jewellery was from Minerali, Mumbai’s very fi rst 
multi-designer jewellery store.”

“

“

Before reaching out to different 
planners, my husband and 
I created a presentation that 
included our vision, and the 
breakdown of events.
— SHLOKA

#shlokished
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&Varun Ahuja            Anindita Sharma

1 4 T H  D EC EM B E R  2 0 1 8
AVANI+ Hua Hin Resort

250
to 280

GU E S T S

7
NUMB E R  O F

EV E N T S

2
DAY S  O F

F E S T I V I T I E S

Desiring an unforgettable mix of lush greenery and crystal clear waters, 
Varun Ahuja and Anindita Sharma settled on AVANI+ Hua Hin Resort 
as the ideal location to begin their happily ever after. Newlywed Anindita 

shares all the memorable details.   

What about Thailand as a wedding destination appealed 
most to you?
“The country’s proximity to India; the large number of 
facilities available for an Indian-style wedding; and its 
immaculate natural beauty. We were searching for a place 
by the ocean that was reasonably priced and Thailand 
ticked all the boxes.” 

Did you incorporate any quintessential Thai elements into 
your wedding? 
“Yes, most defi nitely. We had a couple of dance 
performances depicting Thailand’s rich culture.” 

How did the hotel’s setting complement your 
wedding vision? 
“We wanted enchanting and mystical lush surroundings, 
as well as a venue by the ocean. The property suited this 
perfectly, as it provided us with the best of both worlds.” 

Which event was your favourite?
“The most fun was the sangeet, as it was fi lled with dance 
performances, great food and music. Everyone enjoyed it 
to the hilt.” 

What were your two most memorable moments? 
“For me, it was the groom’s speech and song, and the way 
he came on stage towards me with open arms, as I was 
completing my guitar and singing performance. These two 
were very special to me.”

So which designers did you opt for? 
“Asiana Couture and Nikhita Tandon, both based in Delhi. 
With them, I was able to truly visualise my dream outfi t and 
had complete freedom to customise my look.” 

Urbana Weddings and Events
WEDD I NG  P L A NN E R

“

“

We wanted enchanting and 
mystical lush surroundings, as 
well as a venue by the ocean. 
The property suited this 
perfectly, as it provided us 
with the best of both worlds.
— ANINDITA

#RUNIN



TM

M-5, M Block Market, Greater Kailash-1, New Delhi, India

vishaljewels@gmail.com       � Vishal Jewels       � @vishaljewels
+91 11 29235940;   +91 11 46592275 

H O U S E  O F  M I S U

TM



AN INDIAN WEDDING DESTINATION 
POISED FOR EXCELLENCE

In 2018, the Land of Smiles was host to over 300 Indian weddings, an impressive 
number that reaffi rms the country’s position as one of the world’s leading wedding 
destinations. With trends for this year looking optimistic, what is next for Thailand’s 

bourgeoning Indian wedding industry? 

AN INDIAN WEDDING DESTINATION 
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Thailand is a destination blessed with diverse 
natural beauty, offering settings that range 
from white sand beaches and emerald coves, 

to mountainous landscapes, sprawling grass plains and 
vibrant cosmopolitan cities. However, beyond visual 
splendour, there are countless other reasons to fall in love 
with the Land of Smiles, including the country’s renowned 
culinary sphere that encompasses everything from the 
most humble of street vendors and generations-old 
family restaurants, to some of the world’s most innovative 
fine-dining institutes. After the recent introduction of the 
Michelin Guide Thailand, the whole world has taken notice 
of the country as a true gastronomic capital.   

In addition to remarkable food, Thailand is a hub of 
aviation within the Southeast Asian region thanks to 
its various international airports, all of which will see 
extensive development in the coming years. The nation 
is also celebrated for its shopping opportunities, vibrant 
nightlife, rich cultural heritage and value for money, 
especially in comparison to other competing destinations. 
It also boasts an impressive hospitality scene, with an 
immeasurable number of hotels and resorts equipped 
with five-star event venues, luxurious accommodations 
and modern facilities. All of these accommodations also 
exemplify the world-famous warmth and hospitality of 
Thai people. 

M A S A L A    Weddings in Th ailand  2 0 1 9
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T H A I  I N D I A N  W E D D I N G  A S S O C I AT I O N

Furthermore, as the Indian wedding industry continues to 
fl ourish, its impact on related sectors is also noteworthy. 
For example, a wedding provides guests with the incentive 
to visit Thailand, which can pave the way for individuals to 
return for solo vacations, family holidays and honeymoons. 
The country has also seen an increase in destination 
anniversary parties and birthday celebrations, both of which 
come without the intricacies of an Indian wedding, and can 
therefore be favourable for smaller and more boutique-style 
properties that are best suited for intimate get-togethers. 

As the Indian wedding sphere continues to expand, the 
need for an association to facilitate its growth and aid in 
overcoming challenges has never been more essential. 
This is where the Thai Indian Wedding Association (TIWA) 
comes in. Established in 2015, TIWA was an initiative 
spearheaded by Ram Sachdev, Chairman of Masala—a 
multi-media platform recognised as the voice of the Thai-
Indian community, who wanted to help provide Thailand’s 
promising Indian wedding industry with the direction it 
required. 

Years later, with the support of the Tourism Authority of 
Thailand (TAT), TIWA is now the authoritative voice of 
Thailand’s Indian wedding industry, and continues to make 
progress in establishing the country as a globally-recognised 
destination for Indian weddings, while also continuing to 

promote, protect and preserve the industry itself. 
These efforts are achieved through a wide-range of means, 
beginning with the association’s function as a database of 
valuable information about the wedding sphere, comprising 
of statistics, trend analysis and venue and destination 
updates. This information is easily accessible through TIWA’s 
comprehensive website, regular e-newsletters and social 
media channels, as well as the association’s collaboration 
with newly-launched MasalaWeds—an all-in-one online 
platform for planning the perfect Indian wedding. 

As a result of all the diverse factors that make Thailand such 
a unique destination, the nation has also grown to become a 
very sought after locale for Indian weddings. The coastal city 
of Hua Hin hosted approximately 160 Indian weddings last 
year, making it the nation’s most popular wedding destination 
ahead of the capital city of Bangkok. The island of Phuket 
was also the backdrop for a number of grand celebrations, 
including the #DKNLOVE wedding that took place at the 
newly-remodelled Splash Beach Resort and is recognised 
as the largest Indian wedding in Thailand’s history. Other 
destinations like Rayong, Chiang Mai, Khao Lak and Krabi 
were also settings for many unforgettable nuptials in 2018. 

Despite a considerable number of these weddings being 
local Thai-Indians, the country has now become popular with 
couples from neighbouring countries like Singapore, Hong 
Kong, Malaysia and Indonesia who are looking to tie the knot 
in paradise. Moreover, as of last year, Thailand was also host 
to wedding celebrations between brides and grooms from 
far-off destinations like the United Kingdom, South Africa, 
the United Arab Emirates and the United States of America. 
This gradual diversifi cation is testament to the fact that as 
the industry continues to develop in calibre, the more people 
will begin to recognise Thailand as a wedding destination 
with immeasurable opportunities.

w w w. m a s a l a t h a i . c o m
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T H A I  I N D I A N  W E D D I N G  A S S O C I AT I O N

The association also provides a platform of standardisation 
by identifying and addressing overarching issues, as well 
as offering arbitration support in challenging situations. 
In addition to these efforts, this year TIWA is broadening 
its horizons by providing more training opportunities than 
ever before, in order to guarantee that individuals who 
are involved in the business of weddings have a detailed 
understanding of the sheer size and complexity of an Indian 
marriage. These opportunities will include networking 
events, practical workshops, MasterClasses and training 
programmes, all of which will also assist new stakeholders in 
entering this lucrative market.

TIWA will also continue to support local and global events 
that are targeted at the Indian wedding market, such as 
the International Convention of the Wedding Fraternity 
(ICWF). These platforms see wedding industry professionals 
from all around the world participating, and allow TIWA, 
alongside Thailand-based wedding stakeholders, the golden 
opportunity to showcase their goods and services on a 
global stage, as well as help promote Thailand as an Indian 
wedding destination with a great deal to offer. 

However, with substantial growth also comes immense 
potential for improvement. As the market continues to 
expand, the association encourages stakeholders to 
remain open to evolving, while making sure their business 
policies are constantly adapting to ever-changing 
industry trends. Moreover, in order to improve the 
Thai-Indian wedding industry’s global image, both local 
and international stakeholders need to be able to work 
collaboratively to ensure a seamless business experience 
for everyone involved. 

There are also various concerns plaguing the local market 
that need to be overcome. It has come to the association’s 
attention that an increasing number of vendors and venues 
have begun to take advantage of an Indian wedding’s 
extensive budget, choosing to overcharge clients on hall 
rentals, kitchen rates and other overhead costs, as well as in 
the interest of commission. There have also been instances 
of double standards where stakeholders have separate price 
lists for families planning an Indian wedding. 

These issues have the potential to damage the long-term 
relationship between stakeholders and clients, while also 
impacting Thailand’s overall reputation. Therefore, the 
association aims to put more focus into resolving these 
concerns in order to sustain the industry’s image, while 
also focusing on improving hygiene practices and codes of 
conduct in a bid for standardisation. 

Globally, Thailand is already celebrated for its value for 
money, year-long tropical climate, fi ve-star accommodations 
and world-class hospitality. However, with an increase 
in transparency and the continued efforts of TIWA and 
everyone involved in this blossoming sector, we can work 
towards establishing Thailand as the ultimate Indian wedding 
destination. One that offers all pieces of the puzzle when it 
comes to turning your wedding dreams into reality. 

As the industry continues to 
develop in calibre, the more 
people will begin to recognise 
Thailand as a wedding destination 
with immeasurable opportunities.

“

“
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BY  R A K S H A  S ACHD EV  A N D  B HOOM I  WADHWA 

T I M E  F O R  S O M E

S H O P P I N G !
About to take the plunge and wondering where to get beautiful 

wedding wear without breaking the bank? Worry not, as we’ve got 
you covered with the best Delhi and Mumbai-based markets where 

you will fi nd everything you need for your spectacular shaadi.   
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S H O P P I N G  G U I D E

 Mehrauli 
From Manish Malhotra to Sabyasachi and 
Anita Dongre, brides and grooms-to-be will 
fi nd all the major Indian designer houses in 
Mehrauli. This posh area is just steps away 
from the historical Qutub Minar, and is one 
of the most convenient, clean and calm 
shopping streets in Delhi. Mehrauli also hosts 
a vast number of multi-designer stores like 
Ogaan and Aza, where you will fi nd beautifully 
curated clothes and costume jewellery from 
different designers, all under one roof. For 
an unparalleled shopping experience, make 
sure to check out designer stores like Payal 
Singhal X Carma and Rabani & Rakha.  

Closed on Sundays

 Chandni Chowk 
“Chandu ke chacha ne chandu ki chachi ko 
chandni chowk mein chandi ke chamach se 
chatni chatayi!”

For most of us, Chandni Chowk is just 
another area seen on K3G (2001), but as 
Delhi’s oldest and most hectic market, you 
will be able to fi nd almost everything you 
need for a big, fat, Indian wedding. From 
turbans and invitation cards to bridal chura 
and mehendi favours, Chandni Chowk is the 
best market for knick-knacks. The bazaar 
may be extremely crowded and congested, 
but nowhere in Delhi can beat the sheer 
variety that Chandni Chowk has to offer.  

Closed on Sundays

M A S A L A    Weddings in Th ailand  2 0 1 9
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T I M E  F O R  S O M E  S H A A D I  S H O P P I N G !

 Karol Bagh
From designer stores to budget- 
friendly outlets, Karol Bagh is the 
perfect mix of new and old Delhi. 
It is also a haven for jewellery 
shopping, as the designated 
lanes are fi lled with hundreds 
of boutiques. For the most 
exquisite and reliable stores, we 
recommend Khanna Jewellers 
and Fine Gujranwala Jewellers. 
While here, make sure to grab a 
bite from the legendary Roshan 
Di Kulfi  for a quick pick-me-up. 

Closed on Mondays

 Shahpur Jat 
Visit many of Delhi's most hip 
and urban boutiques at Shahpur 
Jat market to fi nd creations by 
India's up-and-coming designers. 
Intricate shararas, anarkali gowns, 
ethnic saris and bridal lehengas 
can all be found in the narrow 
streets of this market. Masala 
recommends a visit to Devnaagri 
for trousseau shopping and 
Philocaly for unique fi nds.

Closed on Sundays

 South Extension 
This upscale market is the perfect place 
to fi nd wedding wear. At South Extension, 
brides-to-be are spoilt for choice with 
numerous multi-level stores selling a diverse 
range of gowns, lehengas and saris. At one 
of our favourites, Frontier Raas, shoppers 
can comfortably sit and choose from many 
beautiful designs at different price points. 
Grooms are equally pampered at Amaare, 
an artisanal menswear store that many of 
B-town’s prominent actors visit. What’s 
better is that you also have the option to 
customise your dream wedding ensemble 
at both these outlets. 

Closed on Mondays

 Shahpur Jat 
Visit many of Delhi's most hip 
and urban boutiques at Shahpur 
Jat market to fi nd creations by 
India's up-and-coming designers. 
Intricate shararas, anarkali gowns, 
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S H O P P I N G  G U I D E

 Juhu
Looking for designer stores in 
Mumbai? Look no further than 
Juhu Tara Road, where you will find 
everything from Falguni Shane 
Peacock to Masaba, Ritu Kumar, 
and Satya Paul. There are also 
multi-designer boutiques like Aza 
and Kimaya that offer traditional and 
contemporary styles from more than 
20 different designers.
 
Closed on Sundays

 Santacruz Market
Situated on the western side of Mumbai, shoppers will 
find plenty of stores at Santacruz Market. Popular outlets 
include Seasons, Aishwarya Design Studio, Roopkala, Kalki 
Fashion and Magic Mirror, all of which offer a variety of 
elaborate ready-made outfits. For designer menswear, visit 
Manyavar, Libas and Kora to find a range of jackets, kurtas, 
sherwanis and Indo-Western garments. Other smaller fabric 
shops and gali of street vendors are great for those seeking 
imitation jewellery and wedding ornaments, including bindis, 
kalires, churas, jootis and more.   

Closed on Thursdays

 Lokhandwala Market 
at Andheri West
As posh and expensive as the area 
may seem, there are a multitude of 
understated and budget-friendly 
stores with unique ensembles and 
accessories. You can also find plenty 
of other knick-knacks, from quality 
apparel and footwear to wedding 
decorations. Additionally, the market 
has a large variety of menswear and 
an amazing selection of eateries for 
your shopping breaks.  

Open every day 

T I M E  F O R  S O M E  S H A A D I  S H O P P I N G !
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T I M E  F O R  S O M E  S H A A D I  S H O P P I N G !

 Colaba Causeway
Always bustling with a vibrant crowd, Colaba 
Causeway is one of the largest wholesale 
markets in Mumbai and is a great place 
to pick up wedding necessities. Strolling 
through the street, one can purchase 
intricate outfi ts, as well as wedding thalis, 
party props, prayer bells, vermillion boxes, 
and much more. Make sure to bag a bargain 
on every item, as the place is also known to 
be a tourist trap. Do keep in mind that the 
street gets very crowded on weekends, so 
we recommend visiting Colaba Causeway 
during the weekdays. 

Closed on Sundays

Rather than carrying around a lot of money, get 
a local Indian or international debit card to pay 
for all your purchases.

Go at least six months prior to your wedding, 
as your outfi ts are made from scratch and 
require time.

Leave at least two weeks for alterations.

When shopping, wear comfortable clothes, 
as trial rooms tend to be congested.

Take pictures of the outfi ts you fi nalise, 
so you can refer back to them when 
choosing your accessories.

Try not to wear too much makeup 
while shopping. Getting lipstick on
an outfi t is a no-no.

1

2

3
4
5

6

Tips to follow when going to India 
to shop for your trousseau:
Tips to follow when going to India 
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B Y  A S H I M A  S E T H I 

A curation of hotels and resorts 
across Thailand that are perfectly 
suited for your once-in-a-lifetime 
celebration. 

T here are many essential factors to consider 
when planning an Indian wedding, but picking 
the perfect destination should top the list. 

Indian weddings are extravagant by nature, but 
adding a memorable location and dreamy venue is 
guaranteed to give any celebration that extra dash of 
magic. Luckily for couples searching for the ultimate 
destination, Thailand is the complete package, 
boasting diverse locales that range from the vibrant 
capital city of Bangkok, to the tropical islands of the 
south, the charming central plains, and the cultural 
towns of the north.

adding a memorable location and dreamy venue is 
guaranteed to give any celebration that extra dash of 
magic. Luckily for couples searching for the ultimate 
destination, Thailand is the complete package, 
boasting diverse locales that range from the vibrant 
capital city of Bangkok, to the tropical islands of the 
south, the charming central plains, and the cultural 
towns of the north.

In addition to endless natural splendour, there are 
countless other reasons Thailand has grown to 
become one of Asia’s leading destinations for Indian 
weddings. First is their world-famous hospitality 
and the unparalleled warmth of Thai people, which 
is guaranteed to win over the hearts of all who visit. 
Second, the country boasts an extensive selection of 
hotels that can cater to weddings of any size, style or 
budget – including famous five-star resorts, intimate 
boutique properties and spacious mid-tier options. 
Many of these also offer value-for-money packages 
and professional event planning services to ensure 
your vision is transformed into a reality. 

However, considering Thailand’s hotel scene is 
continually growing at a rapid rate, finding the ideal 
venue can become a trickier task than expected. 
But worry not, as Masala’s list of superb wedding 
destinations, each with their own set of unique 
advantages, will provide all couples with the picture-
perfect setting for their nuptials.

A curation of hotels and resorts 
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There are also plenty of other exciting things to do. For 
lovers of history, the city is home to various museums, 
cultural sites and temples, including the ornate Grand 
Palace that houses the revered Emerald Buddha; Wat 
Arun, also known as the Temple of Dawn, which is best 
known for its striking architecture; and Wat Pho, most 
famous for its colossal Reclining Buddha and serene 
temple grounds.

The city is also recognised as a prime destination for 
beauty treatments and massages, boasting parlours 
and spas offering everything from aromatherapy to 
traditional Thai reflexology, all for affordable prices. 
Finally, end a long day by indulging in Bangkok’s 
vibrant nightlife, whether you choose to sip on 
sundowners at one of the lavish rooftop lounges or 
ice-cold refreshments at a local dive bar.

All of these diverse reasons, coupled with the city’s 
sheer choice of stunning event venues, make Bangkok 
a truly memorable destination to host an Indian 
wedding. You can choose a boutique-style riverside 
establishment, or a fi ve-star hotel at the heart of the 
central business district, as each one of the city’s unique 
venues, when combined with the country’s high calibre 
of hospitality and professional event planning services, 
will ensure that all of your wedding dreams come true. 

BANGKOK
Thailand’s capital city is unlike anywhere else on 

Earth. It exists as an amalgamation of tradition 
and modernity, its winding streets dotted 

with everything from glittering temples to modest 
shop houses, towering skyscrapers and world-class 
entertainment complexes. So whether you are 
searching for delicious cuisine, rich cultural heritage 
or endless shopping opportunities, there are plenty of 
reasons to fall in love with The City of Angels. 

Over the years, Bangkok’s dining scene has evolved 
tremendously, offering no shortage of delicious global 
cuisines spanning Indian, Italian, French, Japanese, and 
Mediterranean, among others. The recent introduction 
of the Michelin Guide Thailand further demonstrates 
the excellent calibre of Bangkok’s gastronomy scene 
that comprises of humble street vendors and cosy 
bistros to internationally-recognised fine dining 
establishments. 

In addition to world-famous cuisine, Bangkok 
also offers some of the region’s best shopping 
opportunities. For local crafts, souvenirs and 
budget clothing, outdoor bazaars like Pratunam and 
Chatuchak Weekend Market offer alleyways jam-
packed with vendors. However, to avoid the blistering 
heat, opt to shop at indoor marketplaces like Platinum 
Fashion Mall and MBK Shopping Center, or spend the 
day wandering around one of the many mega-malls 
around Ratchaphrasong and Phrom Phong for a high-
end retail experience.
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Banyan Tree Bangkok is a luxury fi ve-star property boasting only suite-style rooms 
with awe-inspiring views of the surrounding cityscape. The hotel also features 
varied event spaces best suited for a welcome dinner or an intimate after-party, 
namely the Banyan Ballroom complete with fi ve-metre high ceilings, state-of-the-
art light and sound systems and a large pre-function foyer. The hotel is best known, 
however, for its diverse food and beverage outlets, including the internationally-
recognised Vertigo and the newly-revamped Moon Bar for al fresco dining and 
drinking on the 61st fl oor, as well as Vertigo TOO, Bai Yun, and Saffron Sky Garden, 
all perched high above the city’s sights. 

Number of guestrooms: 327
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The 413sqm Banyan Ballroom can 
accommodate 400 guests 
Biggest advantages: Its central location and diverse F&B outlets that can be 
transformed into memorable event settings.

 21/100 South Sathorn Road, Sathorn   +66 (0) 2 679 1200

This contemporary hotel stands tall in Bangkok’s shopping and entertainment 
district of Sukhumvit, with easy access to the neighbouring BTS and MRT train 
systems in Asok. The property is best recognised by urbanites for its diverse 
drinking and dining outlets, namely their three restaurants, which include China 
Table for contemporary Chinese cuisine, Attico for Italian fare with sky-high views, 
and Brewski for craft beers and an al fresco ambience. However, it also boasts 
plenty of event venues including a pillarless ballroom that can be partitioned for 
size; a roomy pre-function foyer with fl oor-to-ceiling windows; and a variety of 
smaller multi-functional meeting spaces. 

Number of guestrooms: 290
Largest event space (cocktail-style): A 420sqm Grand Ballroom that can 
accommodate 400 guests
Biggest advantages: A versatile ballroom that can host events both large and 
small, as well as a wide-range of F&B for catering.

 489 Sukhumvit Road, Khlong Toey Nua   +66 (0) 2 302 3333

Bangkok Marriott Marquis Queen’s Park is undoubtedly one of the city’s most 
popular choices for grand Indian weddings as a result of its central location, abundant 
guestrooms and spacious event facilities. Situated on the fringe of the serene Benchasiri 
Park, the upscale hotel boasts countless contemporary amenities, a luxurious spa, 
fi tness centre and outdoor pool, and several dining establishments, including Pagoda 
Chinese Restaurant, Goji Kitchen + Bar, and internationally-celebrated Japanese-fusion 
restaurant Akira Back. Most impressive however, is the hotel’s 32 well-equipped event 
venues comprising of ballrooms, meeting rooms and pre-function zones that make up a 
combined total of 4,567sqm of versatile function space.

Number of guestrooms:  1,388
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The 1,261sqm Thai Chitlada Grand Ballroom can 
host up to 1,500 guests
Biggest advantages: As one of the city’s largest properties, it boasts a colossal number 
of rooms and a substantial amount of space for all types of events. 

 199 Sukhumvit Soi 22, Khlong Toey   + 66 (0) 2 059 5555 
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Banyan Tree Bangkok

Radisson Blu Plaza Bangkok 

Bangkok Marriott Marquis Queen’s Park

B a n g k o k

78

T H E  L AY  O F  T H E  L A N D

w w w. m a s a l a t h a i . c o m



T H E  L AY  O F  T H E  L A N D

As one of the city’s most exciting new openings, Hyatt Regency Bangkok Sukhumvit is a 
sleek establishment situated on the world-famous Sukhumvit Road. Unlike neighbouring 
hotels, it offers direct links to the BTS Skytrain system at Nana so guests can explore the 
rest of the metropolitan area with ease. In addition to its central location, the hotel features 
chic guestrooms with fl oor-to-ceiling windows allowing for spectacular views of downtown 
Bangkok, as well as a selection of restaurants like Market Café for Thai cuisine and 
Spectrum Lounge & Bar, a spacious rooftop venue comprising of a private dining area, living 
room lounge, and outdoor veranda. The hotel also offers plenty of pillarless event spaces 
complete with state-of-the-art audio-visual technology. 

Number of guestrooms: 273
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The 656sqm Regency Ballroom has a maximum 
capacity of 700 guests 
Biggest advantages: The hotel’s central location and fashionable event spaces are suitable 
for functions of any size or style. 

 1 Sukhumvit Soi 13, Khlong Toey Nua   +66 (0) 2 098 1234

Hyatt Regency Bangkok Sukhumvit 

French elegance meets rich Thai culture at Sofi tel Bangkok 
Sukhumvit, an elegant hotel conveniently located in 
Bangkok’s prime entertainment district of Sukhumvit, within 
a walking distance of the BTS and MRT train systems. 
Guests can unwind in one of the many comfortable rooms 
and suites, complete with fl oor-to-ceiling windows and 
sweeping city views. The hotel also has a selection of world-
class F&B, including chic all-day dining restaurant Voila! and 
the newly-opened Belga Rooftop Bar & Brasserie that offers 
authentic Belgian delights paired with unique selections 
of craft beer. Moreover, for events, the hotel has one of 
Bangkok’s largest function spaces, as well as a selection of 
more intimate settings with elegant pre-function areas and 
lush outdoor terraces. 

Number of guestrooms: 345
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The 702sqm Le Grand 
Ballroom can fi t up to 800 guests 
Biggest advantages: The hotel’s central location on 
Sukhumvit, along with its well-appointed ballroom makes it a 
fi tting choice for events with a big guest list. 

 189 Sukhumvit Road Soi 13-15, Khlong Toey Nua
  + 66 (0) 2 126 9999

After a major refurbishment in 2018, Conrad Bangkok 
Hotel has been transformed into one of the city’s most 
modern establishments, complete with stylish interiors. 
Their world-class amenities encompass a swimming 
pool, rooftop running track and tennis courts, while their 
exquisite drinking and dining outlets serve up a delicious 
selection of international and local cuisines. Moreover, the 
refurbishment has also led to sophisticated event venues, 
each equipped with the latest audio-visual technology 
such as surround sound and modular LED panels. Another 
advantage is the hotel’s convenient location in the heart 
of Ploenchit, which is next to the BTS train system, where 
guests can easily commute to Bangkok’s many sights. 

Number of guestrooms: 391
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The 780sqm Conrad 
Ballroom can accommodate 1,200 guests
Biggest advantages: The hotel’s recent refurbishment 
has elevated their capabilities to host grand celebrations 
thanks to cutting-edge facilities and
state-of-the-art audio-visual technology. 

 87 Wireless Road, Pathum Wan
 +66 (0) 2 690 9999

So� tel Bangkok Sukhumvit Conrad Bangkok Hotel
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Located in the bustling district of Pratunam, Amari Watergate Bangkok is 
in close proximity to major entertainment complexes like Platinum Fashion 
Mall and CentralWorld, as well as the BTS and Airport Rail Link train systems. 
This contemporary hotel boasts ample amenities that are perfect for hosting 
a memorable wedding. In addition to two breezy restaurants which can be 
transformed into intimate event venues, the hotel also features spacious 
settings which encompass tranquil gardens and multipurpose foyers, as well 
as meeting rooms complete with sparkling city views and state-of-the-art 
sound and lighting systems. 

Number of guestrooms: 569
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The 948sqm Watergate Ballroom that 
can host up to 1,500 guests 
Biggest advantages: An extensive number of guestrooms and one of the city’s 
largest ballrooms make this hotel best suited for grand parties. 

 847 Petchaburi Road, Ratchathewi     +66 (0) 2 653 9000

Amari Watergate Bangkok 

Centrally located in Sukhumvit and just a moment’s walk from BTS Phrom Phong 
station, Bangkok Hotel Lotus Sukhumvit is ideal for hosting Indian weddings 
thanks to its selection of multi-purpose function spaces. These comprise of a 
well-appointed ballroom which can be partitioned for a more intimate setup, the 
popular Coco’s Café, The Lounge@8 and the poolside area for smaller parties, 
pujas or mehendi functions. The hotel is also well-known for its specialised 
western and Asian-inspired catering, which includes both vegetarian and non-
vegetarian menus, all of which can be tailored further to suit your needs. 

Number of guestrooms: 224
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The 324sqm Lotus Grand Ballroom can 
accommodate up to 450 guests 
Biggest advantages: In addition to extensive F&B and catering options, the 
recent refurbishment of the hotel’s event settings give it a fresh vibe.

 1 Sukhumvit Soi 33 Road, Khlong Tan Nua    +66 (0) 2 610 0111 

Bangkok Hotel Lotus Sukhumvit 

Situated on the landmark Sukhumvit Road — also known as the city’s Golden Mile — 
Holiday Inn Bangkok Sukhumvit is walking distance from the tranquil Benchasiri Park, 
as well as plenty of restaurants, bars, and world-class shopping complexes. What’s 
better is that the property is near both the MRT Sukhumvit and BTS Phrom Phong 
stations for easy access to the rest of the city. The hotel is fi tted with stylish rooms and 
modern amenities, as well as versatile event spaces. These include the pillarless Grand 
Ballroom, and the glitzy rooftop Maya Restaurant & Bar, which offers a newly-revamped 
menu of Indian-fusion delicacies and fl oor-to-ceiling windows with spectacular views of 
Bangkok’s downtown area.

Number of guestrooms: 300
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The 595sqm Grand Ballroom that can host
up to 600 guests 
Biggest advantages: A centrally located hotel equipped with fabulous F&B and 
versatile function spaces that are best suited for larger events.

 1 Sukhumvit 22, Khlong Tan Nua   +66 (0) 2 683 4888

Holiday Inn Bangkok Sukhumvit 
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After closing its doors in 2017, Thailand’s historic Nai Lert Park Hotel has been 
transformed into the ultra-modern Mövenpick BDMS Wellness Resort Bangkok 
equipped with contemporary rooms, high-tech amenities and an array of facilities. 
These include a large freeform swimming pool, fi tness centre and a spa. The resort aims 
to provide a luxurious experience for its health-conscious guests, many of whom will be 
receiving treatment and therapies from the adjoining BDMS Wellness Clinic. Therefore, 
its restaurants serve organic Thai and international fare, and their common areas are 
framed by plenty of lush landscaped gardens to ensure total relaxation. The resort is 
also set to become a preferred events destination thanks to its selection of ballrooms, 
meeting spaces and gardens fi t for all types of large or intimate celebrations.

Number of guestrooms: 294
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The 588sqm Chamchuri Ballroom can host
up to 500 guests 
Biggest advantages: The resort boasts abundant green space and event venues 
equipped with the latest audio-visual technology and plenty of natural light. 

 2 Wireless Road, Pathum Wan    +66 (0) 2 666 3333

Mövenpick BDMS Wellness Resort Bangkok

Avani Atrium Bangkok Hotel is nestled along New Petchaburi Road with easy access to 
the city’s underground MRT train system. The modern hotel boasts plenty of amenities 
including an outdoor swimming pool and fi tness centre, as well as numerous F&B 
outlets such as PUBLIC All-Day Dining for local and international delicacies, and the 
world-famous Japanese steakhouse chain, Benihana. The hotel’s selection of well-
appointed event spaces are best suited for smaller celebrations, such as welcome 
parties, mehendi lunches or family dinners. Similarly, the versatile pool and terrace area 
can also be transformed into a memorable event setting with glittering city views. 

Number of guestrooms:  568
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The 304sqm Busarakam Ballroom that can host 
up to 350 guests 
Biggest advantages: The hotel's large number of guestrooms and selection of mid-
sized event spaces.

 1880 New Petchaburi Road   +66 (0) 2 718 2000

Avani Atrium Bangkok Hotel 

Enjoy uninterrupted views of Bangkok’s iconic waterways at Avani+ Riverside Bangkok 
Hotel, a luxury hotel that sits on the banks of the Chao Phraya River. In addition to stylish 
guestrooms and suites, the hotel also boasts plenty of F&B outlets that can provide a 
unique setting for intimate parties with all of your loved ones. Options include outdoor 
dining at the newly-revamped SEEN Restaurant & Bar, international cuisine coupled 
with stunning city views at Skyline, or dining aboard the Manohra Cruise for a truly 
Thai-inspired evening. Moreover, the hotel also houses over 20 event venues, including a 
grand ballroom with an 11-metre high vaulted ceiling. 

Number of guestrooms: 248
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The 1,152sqm Grand Riverside Ballroom can fi t
up to 1,200 guests
Biggest advantages: The hotel offers picturesque river views and a diverse 
selection of event venues ranging from terraces to ballrooms capable of hosting 
large parties of any style. 

 257 Charoen Nakhon Road, Thonburi   +66 (0) 2 431 9100

Avani+ Riverside Bangkok Hotel 
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As one of Bangkok’s most recognised riverside properties, Millennium Hilton 
Bangkok offers spectacular views of the cityscape and waterways from all of 
its sophisticated guestrooms and suites. Dining options include eight acclaimed 
restaurants like Flow which offers a spacious terrace for outdoor dining, and 
ThreeSixty lounge, nestled on the 32nd fl oor with magnifi cent river views. All 
of these can provide an elegant setting for dinners and parties. Moreover, for 
grand celebrations, the hotel boasts an impressive selection of multipurpose 
event spaces covering ballrooms, foyers, pre-function areas and smaller meeting 
rooms, each complete with the latest audio-visual technology. 

Number of guestrooms: 533
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The 594sqm Grand Ballroom can host up 
to 700 guests  
Biggest advantages: After recent renovations, the hotel remains a strong 
contender for Indian weddings thanks to its diverse restaurants and spacious 
event venues, which can accommodate functions of any size or style. 

 123 Charoen Nakhon Road, Khlong San   + 66 (0) 2 442 2000

Millennium Hilton Bangkok 

Spread across three low-rise buildings, the Anantara Riverside Bangkok Resort 
is the epitome of waterfront luxury. Every guestroom is adorned with Thai-style 
furnishings, and provides serene views of the river and the city lights beyond. The 
hotel also houses some of the city’s fi nest restaurants, such as Benihana that serves 
up Japanese cuisine with fl air, Trader Vic’s for Pacifi c-inspired cuisine, Brio for 
authentic Italian fare, and the Riverside Terrace for al fresco dining with river views. 
For events, the resort boasts a number of versatile function spaces comprising of 
ballrooms and pre-function areas, as well as a complimentary shuttle boat service, 
so guests can easily access the rest of the city. 

Number of guestrooms: 396
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The 619sqm Chaophraya Ballroom can
fi t up to 600 guests 
Biggest advantages: The resort offers plenty of adaptable space to host an indoor 
or outdoor soirée. 

 257/1-3 Charoen Nakhon Road Thonburi     + 66 (0) 2 365 9110

As a result of its reputation as one of the city’s most iconic riverside 
establishments, The Peninsula Bangkok has been host to a large number of 
Indian weddings in the last few years. Each one of the elegant guestrooms offer 
spectacular views, and guests can take advantage of the available world-class 
amenities, including a three-tiered outdoor pool, fi tness centre, spa and a host of 
drinking and dining options, such as the River Café & Terrace and The River Bar. 
In addition to timeless F&B outlets, the hotel also offers an impressive selection 
of outdoor and indoor event venues, which can be transformed to suit any Indian 
wedding function, whether large or small. 

Number of guestrooms: 370
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The 520sqm Sakuntala Ballroom that can 
accommodate up to 800 guests
Biggest advantages: This prestigious property has held a number of grand 
Indian weddings, and therefore, their team is warm and experienced.

 333 Charoen Nakhon Road, Khlong San   + 66 (0) 2 020 2888

Anantara Riverside Bangkok Resort

The Peninsula Bangkok 
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Standing tall on the banks of the Chao Phraya River, Shangri-La Hotel Bangkok 
boasts an impressive number of accommodations, as well as luxurious facilities, 
which include a shimmering pool framed by lush gardens, a health club and a spa. 
The hotel is also adjacent to BTS Saphan Taksin station for easy access to the 
rest of Bangkok’s vast metropolitan area. As one of the city’s most expansive 
properties, it is ideal for largescale events, offering over 20 versatile venues, 
including a ballroom and foyer with unobstructed river views, and nine F&B outlets 
with stunning indoor and outdoor settings perfect for lunch or dinner parties. The 
hotel’s Horizon Cruise is also available for a truly unique experience. 

Number of guestrooms: 802
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The 1,360sqm Grand Ballroom can 
accommodate 1,500 guests 
Biggest advantages: The large number of guestrooms and exceptionally large 
ballroom make it a fitting choice for grand celebrations. 

 89 Soi Wat Suan Plu, Bang Rak     +66 (0) 2 236 7777

Shangri-La Hotel Bangkok 

Located on the banks of the Chao Phraya River, this iconic hotel is well-known for 
its luxurious amenities and spacious accommodations that offer unobstructed river 
views. The resort’s sprawling grounds also feature plenty of room to host events. The 
two resort-style swimming pools and lush meditative gardens provide picturesque 
outdoor settings for day-time events, while four of their inviting restaurants serve up 
delicious Thai, Italian and continental fare for evening get-togethers or dinner parties 
complete with al fresco riverside seating. The hotel also houses some of the largest 
event halls in Bangkok that have been host to several grand wedding celebrations. 

Number of guestrooms: 726
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The 985sqm Royal Orchid Ballroom can fi t
up to 1,000 guests
Biggest advantages: An impressive number of rooms and suites, as well as some of 
the largest event venues in the city. 

 2 Charoen Krung Road Soi 30, Bang Rak   + 66 (0) 2 266 0123

Royal Orchid Sheraton Hotel & Towers 

Situated in Bangkok’s bustling central business district, Holiday Inn Bangkok Silom 
is one of the largest hotels in the area, boasting plenty of amenities that are suitable 
to host any type of celebration. The spacious property features a leisure area, 
which includes tennis courts and a swimming pool, as well as a selection of bars 
and restaurants serving up Western and Asian dishes. For events, the hotel is home 
to two well-appointed ballrooms, and a number of versatile meeting rooms, multi-
purpose function areas and outdoor terraces. For added convenience, the hotel 
also offers a free shuttle service to the nearby BTS Surasak station, so guests can 
connect to the rest of the city. 

Number of guestrooms: 684
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The 867sqm Silom Ballroom can fit
up to 850 guests  
Biggest advantages: The hotel boasts an extensive number of guestrooms as well
as spacious event venues suited to host largescale celebrations. 

 981 Silom Road, Bang Rak    +66 (0) 2 207 4300 

Holiday Inn Bangkok Silom 
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As your special day approaches, put your trust in Holiday Inn 
Bangkok Silom to deliver the event of your dreams. Be it an elaborate 
wedding celebration, an incentive party, or an intimate anniversary 
function, the hotel has been successful in implementing all your 
desires with panache, while also offering value for money.
The property’s central location serves as the perfect place to host an unforgettable 
celebration. Situated 45 minutes’ drive from Suvarnabhumi Airport in the heart of 
Bangkok’s prime commercial and entertainment district, the hotel is well-connected 
to the city’s efficient public transportation network, allowing guests easy access to 
popular attractions. 
Over the years, Holiday Inn Bangkok Silom has expanded considerably, offering 
amenities and services that cover every detail of the planning and execution process.  
The hotel features 684 intricately designed guestrooms and suites with unrivalled 
city views, as well as extensive facilities ideal for hosting any type of celebration. 
These include nine individual function rooms and two ballrooms, with a capacity of 
up to 850 people, cocktail style. So whether it is an intimate dinner or an outdoor 
party the hotel can provide the perfect space for any event. 
Additionally, no wedding is complete without the perfect atmosphere and the hotel’s 
team of expert wedding planners have years of collective experience to guarantee an 
incomparable level of sophistication. In regard to cuisine, the hotel’s talented kitchen 
brigade can arrange everything from smaller Western style buffets to an intricately 
planned feast for hundreds. They can also adhere to special dietary requirements — 
including vegetarian, vegan and halal meals, as well as requests for unique delicacies. 
So whether you choose sumptuous Indian delights, traditional Thai varieties or 
seafood specialties, the culinary team is on hand to help you select the perfect menu 
for your perfect day. 
Lastly, in addition to world-class facilities including the Executive Lounge and swimming 
pool, luxury amenities and picturesque venues, the staff at Holiday Inn Bangkok Silom 
embody the world-famous Thai hospitality, offering friendly service and support 
every step of the way to ensure your wedding experiences are memorable and 
stress-free. 
Anything you can dream, we can do.

Holiday Inn Bangkok Silom
981 Silom Road, Bangrak, Bangkok 10500 Thailand
T: +66 (0) 2207 4300  F: +66 (0) 2266 7701
E: events.hisilom@ihg.com  www.bangkoksilom.holidayinn.com
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Hotel Nikko Bangkok is a stylish hotel located in Bangkok’s trendy neighbourhood of Thonglor, only a few steps away from the 
BTS train system. The property carefully blends a strong Japanese identity with the warmth and hospitality of Thai culture in 
order to create a refreshing fi ve-star experience. In addition to an outdoor pool, fi tness centre and several other amenities, the 
establishment boasts a selection of restaurants, namely Hishou for Japanese-inspired delights and The Oasis for international 
all-day dining. However, what makes the hotel perfectly suited for weddings is the curation of eight adaptable event spaces that 
range from small and medium-sized function rooms to a terrace and expansive ballroom. 

Number of guestrooms: 301
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The 850sqm Fuji Grand Ballroom can host up to 1,250 guests
Biggest advantages: The hotel has a refreshingly contemporary design aesthetic and one of the biggest ballrooms in the area.

 27 Soi Sukhumvit 55, Khlong Tan Nua
  +66 (0) 2 080 2111 

Hotel Nikko Bangkok 

Grand Hyatt Erawan Bangkok is nestled in the heart of the city’s vibrant central business district of Ratchaphrasong, which is 
a walking distance from the iconic Erawan Shrine, countless shopping complexes and BTS Chit Lom station. Most famous for 
its fi ve-star F&B, the hotel is home to a diverse selection of restaurants, including the award-winning Tables Grill for exquisite 
French delicacies and Spasso for exciting Italian fare. Moreover, the hotel also boasts 14 intricately designed event spaces, 
including a sophisticated Grand Ballroom, a multi-functional Residence, and The Campus which offers ultra-modern interiors.  

Number of guestrooms: 380
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The 920sqm Grand Ballroom can host up to 1,500 guests 
Biggest advantages: In addition to a spectacular ballroom, the hotel offers a selection of other venues that can host largescale 
celebrations, including the Residence (max. capacity of 700 guests) and The Campus (max. capacity of 400 guests). 

 494 Ratchadamri Road, Pathum Wan
 +66 (0) 2 254 1234

Grand Hyatt Erawan Bangkok 
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beaches, it is also home to an array of attractions 
such as the 500-acre Nong Nooch Tropical Garden 
that encompasses vast, landscaped lawns, and 
creative topiary displays of local plant and flower 
species. Similarly, the Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn 
Herbal Garden and The Sopha Arboretum are also 
noteworthy lures for nature lovers. 

In addition, Rayong has other activities on offer, 
including sea fishing, snorkelling and diving at the 
nearby islands of Koh Kruai, Koh Thalu, Koh Pla Tin 
and Koh Kham, as well as exploring the unique tropical 
terrain, caves and limestone structures of Khao 
Chamao - Khao Wong National Park. The province is 
also a fantastic choice for golf enthusiasts, providing 
several international-standard golf courses like the St. 
Andrews 2000 Golf Club and the Rayong Green Valley 
Country Club.

Moreover, as the area continues to rise in popularity 
among domestic and international travellers, the 
calibre of its hotel sphere continues to improve, 
now featuring a selection of luxury properties that 
have hosted grand Indian weddings within the past 
year. The diversity of venues available, coupled with 
Rayong’s reputation as one of the country’s most 
delightful seaside provinces, make it a great choice for 
an unforgettable beachfront celebration.

RAYONG
& PATTAYA 
The province of Rayong, on the Eastern Gulf 

Coast, has become a highly sought-after 
choice for couples planning their destination 

weddings due to its serene atmosphere, diverse 
natural landscapes that comprise over 100 kilometres 
of coastline, and its close proximity to the vibrant 
capital of Bangkok.

The most popular locale in the area is the lively city 
of Pattaya, best known for its electric nightlife and 
day-time entertainment that includes water parks, 
museums and ocean-related activities. The city is 
also home to some of the largest hotels in the region, 
and considering it is only an hour’s drive from central 
Bangkok, it might just be the perfect fit for your dream 
wedding celebration.

Another popular seaside town within the province is 
Rayong City, situated approximately two-and-a-half 
hours’ drive from Suvarnabhumi Airport. Trendy among 
urbanites and locals looking to escape the hustle and 
bustle of the city for the weekend, Rayong City has also 
become a well-established hub for onward travel to 
picturesque nearby islands like Koh Samet.

However, should you choose to explore Rayong City, 
the town itself boasts everything a discerning couple 
could look for in terms of a memorable backdrop for 
their destination nuptials. Not only does it offer scenic 
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R a y o n g & P a t t a y a

Recognised as the fi rst theme park hotel in Thailand, Centara Grand Mirage Beach 
Resort Pattaya’s lush resort grounds resemble a jungle complete with manmade cliffs, 
lagoon-style swimming pools, waterfalls, and direct access to the beach. The fi ve-star 
establishment is also home to an impressive number of spacious guestrooms, each 
with stunning ocean views, as well as seven restaurants and bars serving up delicious 
local fare and international cuisines like Japanese and Italian. Moreover, the resort is 
best suited for large-scale celebrations thanks to its diverse indoor and outdoor venues, 
ranging from stylish beach club settings to sprawling lawns and elegant ballrooms. 

Number of guestrooms: 555
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The 988sqm Mirage Grand Ballroom can 
accommodate 1,000 guests 
Biggest advantages: The hotel’s unique décor and Lost World-themed water park 
make it a destination in itself. This, coupled with a spacious grand ballroom, make 
the hotel a great choice for large parties.

 277 Moo 5, Naklua    +66 (0) 3 830 1234

Dusit Thani Pattaya combines modern aesthetics with elegant Thai touches 
to create a truly fi ve-star experience in one of Thailand’s most famous beach 
destinations. The hotel’s location north of Pattaya City allows guests the 
convenience of being near the main attractions, while still offering privacy with 
direct access to two different beachfronts. The hotel itself sits amidst verdant 
gardens and boasts diverse dining outlets that can be transformed into backdrops 
for intimate events, such as The Peak for Chinese fare and breathtaking views of 
Pattaya Bay, and The Bay International Skewers Restaurant for al fresco dining set 
against the ocean. However, most impressive are the 20 elegant and well-appointed 
function spaces that can be adapted to host small, medium and large events. 

Number of guestrooms:  457
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The 2,400sqm Napalai Convention Hall can 
accommodate up to 2,500 guests 
Biggest advantages: The hotel offers some of the largest event spaces in the 
region, making it a fi tting choice for grand celebrations. 

 240/2 Pattaya Beach Road    +66 (0) 3 842 5611

In the last few years, Rayong Marriott Resort & Spa has become one of the country’s 
most popular Indian wedding hotels. The beachfront property is situated on 
Thailand’s tranquil Eastern Gulf Coast and offers stylish accommodations complete 
with stunning sea views, as well as various drinking and dining venues like C-Salt 
Café for al fresco all-day dining by the seaside and Fish Bar for grilled meats and 
freshly caught seafood. For events, the resort offers abundant indoor and outdoor 
space, and world-class amenities covering three large lagoon-style swimming pools, 
a fi tness centre and a spa for rest and relaxation in between parties.  

Number of guestrooms: 205
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The 420sqm Grand Ballroom can host
up to 450 guests 
Biggest advantages: The hotel is very experienced with hosting Indian 
weddings, which can prove helpful when planning your special day. 

 99/5 Moo 2, Pae-Klaeng-Kram Road    +66 (0) 3 899 8000

Centara Grand Mirage Beach Resort Pattaya 

Dusit Thani Pattaya 

Rayong Marriott Resort & Spa
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Nestled on the charming Na Jomtien beach, Renaissance Pattaya Resort & Spa is a 
luxury property made up of modern guestrooms, family suites and spacious pool villas, 
all decorated to refl ect its tropical setting. For rejuvenation, lounge by the outdoor infi nity 
pool or visit the well-equipped spa, complete with plunge pools. If you are in the mood for 
drinking and dining, opt for an innovative international menu at 609 Kitchen, or take in the 
sunset at Pebbles Bar and Grill. In addition to having excellent facilities, the hotel is a great 
choice for events, offering seven different indoor and outdoor function spaces and event 
halls fi tted with up-to-date audio-visual technology. 

Number of guestrooms: 257
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The 545sqm Grand Ballroom has a maximum 
capacity of 500 guests
Biggest advantages: The hotel is situated close enough to Pattaya City for ease of 
access, but also offers the tranquillity you would expect from a luxury resort. 

 9/9 Moo 3, Na Jomtien, Sattahip    +66 (0) 3 825 9099

Holiday Inn & Suites Rayong City Centre is conveniently located at the 
heart of Rayong City, a stone’s throw from some of the area’s most popular 
attractions, restaurants and cultural sites, and only 33 kilometres from 
U-Tapao International Airport, which is connected to a number of domestic 
and international destinations. The hotel offers stylish guestrooms that are 
fitted with all the amenities you could need for a comfortable stay, as well as a 
variety of dining options, including CU Lounge & Bar for international cuisines 
and Elementi Rooftop Grill and Bar on the 30th floor for light bites with a view. 
For large functions, the hotel offers a selection of elegant pillarless event halls 
equipped with state-of-the-art light and sound.  

Number of guestrooms: 288
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The 478sqm Grand Ballroom can host
up to 400 guests 
Biggest advantages: The hotel is centrally located in Rayong City and is easily 
accessible via car or plane. 

 554/5 Sukhumvit Road, Tambon Noen Pra   +66 (0) 3 897 8789

Amari Pattaya is a beachfront property positioned along the idyllic northern coastline 
of Pattaya Bay, a short distance from Bali Hai Pier and a selection of the area’s best 
shopping malls, restaurants and markets. The establishment has recently undergone 
a refurbishment and now boasts modern guestrooms, contemporary restaurants with 
ocean views, an outdoor swimming pool, spa, and the well-equipped FIT Centre. The 
hotel is also an established destination for events because of its versatile function 
spaces that range from a brand new ballroom to poolside areas, sprawling lawns and 
a picturesque beachfront. Couples are also encouraged to take advantage of the 
specialised event planning services available while arranging their special day. 

Number of guestrooms:  346
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The 588sqm Grand Ballroom accommodates
up to 700 guests
Biggest advantages: In addition to a brand new look, the professionalism of the hotel's staff, 
who have over 40 years of experience hosting large-scale events, remains just as impressive. 

 240 Pattaya Beach Road    +66 (0) 3 841 8418
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In terms of ocean-related activities, there is no shortage 
of exhilarating options in Hua Hin and Cha-Am, such as 
banana boating, tubing, jet skiing, parasailing, fi shing, and 
much more. For those wanting to explore more of the 
diverse tropical terrain in the area, a hike up Khao Takiab 
Mountain reveals plenty of lush jungle and ends with a 
stunning viewpoint of the surrounding turquoise coves. 

The region is also an established destination for golf, 
with multiple courses located just a short distance from 
the Hua Hin town centre. Currently, Hua Hin and Cha-Am 
offer 11 venues that include the Banyan Golf Club and 
Black Mountain Golf Club, which have been voted as 
some of the best in the world, as well as the Royal Hua 
Hin Golf Course—built in 1924, this is the country’s oldest 
international standard course.

There are many reasons Hua Hin and Cha-Am continue 
to thrive as some of Thailand’s top vacation spots, 
including their natural splendour and varied attractions. 
These features, combined with the continued 
development of its luxury hotel scene and enhanced 
connectivity to Bangkok and other international 
destinations, make the region a wonderful choice to 
host a spectacular Indian wedding. 

HUA HIN
& CHA-AM
Over the last few years, Hua Hin has grown to 

become Thailand’s leading destination for 
Indian weddings, and it is easy to see why. The 

charming beach town is located 3 hours’ drive from 
central Bangkok and has a rich history as an established 
holiday destination for the Thai royal family, who would 
spend their summers at Maruekhathaiyawan Palace, 
which stands tall to this day amidst the manicured 
lawns that neighbour the picturesque Cha-Am beach. 
Today, the beach locale is popular amongst all types 
of travellers, including couples looking to tie the knot, 
thanks to its tranquil atmosphere, old-world allure and 
exceptional accommodation options. 

Unlike the tropical islands of the South, Hua Hin and Cha-
Am are considerably less crowded, while still offering 
an impressive selection of attractions. One of the most 
popular diversions in the area is the Hua Hin Night 
Market, where visitors can shop for everything, from 
bargain clothing to souvenirs and street-side delicacies. 
Other notable outlets include the Cicada Market for 
handmade goods and live music, and the contemporary 
Seenspace Hua Hin beachfront shopping complex.  

The region is also a great choice for thrill seekers, as it 
is home to a large number of amusement parks like the 
Black Mountain Water Park and the Vana Nava Water 
Jungle, both of which boast exciting slides, rock climbing 
walls and lazy rivers. Other themed destinations include 
the Greek island-inspired Santorini Park, and The 
Venezia Hua Hin, where visitors can cruise around in one 
of Italy’s famous gondolas.
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Sheraton Hua Hin Resort & Spa is an expansive beachfront property made up of 
traditionally-styled guestrooms and world-class facilities that comprise a 4,600sqm 
lagoon-style swimming pool which meanders its way through the resort, as well as tennis 
courts, a fi tness centre and a day spa. The resort also offers fi ve restaurants and bars 
serving up Pan-Asian cuisine and international delights in both poolside and seaside 
settings. For events, in addition to stylish ballrooms, intimate pre-function areas and a 
sleek nightclub, the resort’s beautifully landscaped grounds have been paved into three 
versatile outdoor function spaces that can be adapted for any type of celebration.  

Number of guestrooms: 240
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The 1,064sqm Oceanfront Lawn can 
accommodate 800 guests 
Biggest advantages: The resort is one of the most experienced in the country when it 
comes to Indian weddings, hosting an impressive average of 30 a year. 

 1573 Phet Kasem Road, Tambon Cha-am    +66 (0) 3 270 8000

Dusit Thani Hua Hin offers a fi ve-star resort experience in a historic destination 
steeped in royal heritage. The sprawling grounds comprise lily ponds and lush 
gardens, and act as a self-contained oasis complete with recreational facilities, 
including water-sport venues, tennis courts, a fi tness centre and sports pavilion, a 
spa, and two swimming pools offering views of the idyllic beachfront. The resort is 
also a destination for dining, thanks to its seven restaurants that include San Marco 
for Italian cuisine and al fresco seating; authentic Thai cuisine at Ban Benjarong, 
which overlooks an ornamental lake; and the beachside Rim Talay Bar & Grill. For 
events, the resort is equipped with a selection of elegant, pillarless ballrooms and 
multi-purpose function areas. 

Number of guestrooms: 296
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The 844sqm Royal Dusit Grand Ballroom
can host 1,100 guests
Biggest advantages: This iconic resort boasts plenty of versatile event space, 
ranging from elegant ballrooms to charming terraces and waterside settings.

 1349 Phet Kasem Road, Tambon Cha-am    +66 (0) 3 252 0009
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Sheraton Hua Hin Resort & Spa 

Dusit Thani Hua Hin

A favourite hotel among families, Novotel Hua Hin Cha Am Beach Resort & Spa 
offers seven different room types, ranging from standard rooms to family fun 
rooms and a stunning penthouse. The beachfront property also boasts various 
amenities including a large outdoor pool with a slide, vast tropical gardens, a spa 
and a fitness centre. Furthermore, the resort’s seven drinking and dining outlets 
can provide memorable settings for intimate events, such as the open-air 
Gravity Sky Bar for drinks with a 360-degree panorama, and the breezy Ocean’s 
Italian Seafood Restaurant by the seaside. For wedding festivities, the resort 
has a number of multipurpose function rooms as well as large outdoor gardens. 

Number of guestrooms:  242
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The 576sqm Leelawadee Ballroom can 
accommodate up to 400 guests 
Biggest advantages: The hotel is equipped with several multipurpose function 
rooms, as well as expansive outdoor lawns. 

 854/2 Burirom Road, Cha-am Beachfront    +66 (0) 3 270 8300

Novotel Hua Hin Cha Am Beach Resort & Spa 
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This stylish resort combines beachfront luxury with a contemporary twist in order to create an unforgettable mini-oasis for its 
guests. The modern rooms wrap themselves around a meandering lagoon-style swimming pool, where guests are encouraged 
to lounge around on sun beds and in shaded pods. Other amenities include a fully-equipped fi tness centre, spa, and fi ve 
restaurants serving up an extensive selection of cuisine ranging from Thai and Italian to Creole specialities. In keeping up with 
the resort’s fresh and fun vibe, the function areas include trendy indoor spaces brought to life by natural light and the latest in 
audio-visual technology, as well as elegant al fresco terraces and landscaped lawns. 

Number of guestrooms: 196
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The 900sqm Grand Ballroom can host up to 800 guests 
Biggest advantages: The hotel boasts the largest ballroom in Hua Hin as well as a plethora of other indoor and outdoor event spaces. 

 1499 Phet Kasem Road, Tambon Cha-am 
 +66 (0) 3 289 8989

Holiday Inn Resort Vana Nava Hua Hin is the area’s tallest building at 140-metres high, giving it a unique atmosphere in 
comparison to other resorts in the region. As the fi rst Holiday Inn water park resort in Asia, the property has direct access to the 
Vana Nava Water Jungle, which has exciting thrill rides and slides. Additionally, guests can spend their time enjoying the hotel’s 
other world-class facilities, like the 26th-fl oor infi nity pool, fi tness centre and spa. There are also exciting dining options, such as 
the spectacular Vana Nava Sky Bar and Restaurant that was designed by Ashley Sutton, the visionary behind some of Bangkok 
and Hong Kong’s most iconic bars. Moreover, the hotel is well-equipped to host grand celebrations as it houses some of Hua 
Hin’s largest event spaces. 

Number of guestrooms: 300
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The 597sqm Pla Waan Ballroom can host up to 600 guests 
Biggest advantages: The hotel can offer a truly unique setting for any wedding party—whether you opt to host an unforgettable 
pool party at the Vana Nava Water Jungle or a glitzy welcome dinner at Vana Nava Sky Bar and Restaurant, with breathtaking 
vistas from the highest vantage point in Hua Hin. 

 129/129 Phet Kasem Road, Tambon Cha-am
  +66 (0) 3 280 9999

Avani+ Hua Hin Resort 

Holiday Inn Resort Vana Nava Hua Hin 
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This upscale hotel is situated just walking distance from Hua Hin’s bustling town centre 
and boasts a spectacular beachfront. Guests will be spoilt for choice as a result of the 
wide variety of stylish room types, each offering either garden or ocean views, and are 
encouraged to take advantage of the countless premium amenities available, including 
the fi ve swimming pools, spa and fi tness centre. Moreover, guests can tuck into 
multiple cuisines during their stay courtesy of the resort’s fi ve F&B outlets, all of which 
can also double as event venues for family dinners and intimate celebrations. For larger 
parties, choose from the resort’s long list of indoor and outdoor spaces, ranging from 
the well-appointed grand ballroom to the sprawling beach lawn. 

Number of guestrooms: 322
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The 400sqm Garden Lawn can 
accommodate 300 guests 
Biggest advantages: The resort is centrally located and boasts a number of
versatile event venues. 

 107/1 Phet Kasem Road, Tambon Hua Hin    +66 (0) 3 290 4666

The Regent Cha-Am Beach Resort merges traditional Thai hospitality with world-
class facilities to create a laidback haven for its guests. Not only does the resort 
boast an extensive number of guestrooms and suites, but its communal areas 
encompass lush gardens, two free-form swimming pools, tennis courts and a bike 
park, among other leisure facilities. For day-time nibbles and night-time tipples, 
the resort offers a selection of restaurants and lounges like the beachfront Italian 
eatery Peppina, and the art deco-inspired Breezy Bar. The resort also houses some 
of the largest and most impressive event spaces in the region, all of which can 
provide the perfect setting for a grand wedding celebration. 

Number of guestrooms:  559
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The 1,285sqm Lakeside Pavilion can 
accommodate 2,000 guests 
Biggest advantages: The sheer choice of large-scale and well-appointed event 
venues make this resort suited for hosting grand weddings. 

 849/21 Phet Kasem Road, Tambon Cha-am   +66 (0) 3 245 1240
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Hua Hin Marriott Resort & Spa 

The Regent Cha-Am Beach Resort 

In the last year, The Palayana Hua Hin has grown to become one of the top choices 
for couples looking to get married in Thailand. The luxury boutique property has 
plenty to offer any discerning guest, including spacious accommodations that 
range from airy suites to private pool villas, as well as a well-appointed spa, a 
300sqm oceanfront pool, and a private white sand beach. Of course, no holiday 
is complete without treats and tipples, and The Palayana is well-known for its fun 
dining venues, like the trendy Brisa beach bar and poolside Thaipas restaurant. 
For events, couples can choose to host an event at any of the fi ve distinct areas, 
including a ballroom, a pool deck and a beachfront lawn, among others. The resort 
is also gaining popularity for their innovative catering services—Kravings Catering. 

Number of guestrooms:  42
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The 700sqm Green Party Lawn can host 
approximately 500 guests 
Biggest advantages: The boutique nature of this resort makes it ideal for buyouts. 

 1390/19 Phet Kasem Road, Tambon Cha-am    +66 (0) 3 240 6111

The Palayana Hua Hin 
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This all-villa resort is set on a picturesque stretch of beach and offers spacious accommodations and top-tier facilities that are best 
suited for intimate celebrations. Guests can opt for the one-bedroom, two-bedroom or three-bedroom villas, each equipped with 
amenities designed by luxury brand Hermès, and 24-hour butler service. If you desire total rejuvenation, the resort also provides an 
in-villa spa service that is tailor-made to suit your needs. For delicious cuisine, Villazzo Restaurant offers a superb menu to be enjoyed 
at one of the al fresco tables or in sunken seats, or opt for afternoon treats at the glass-panelled La Vie Luxury Coffee & Tea Lounge. 
For events, the resort is equipped with one multipurpose meeting room, but guests can also take advantage of the grounds’ lush 
gardens and bountiful green space. 

Number of guestrooms: 23
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The 87sqm meeting room can host up to 70 guests 
Biggest advantages: The resort’s size and boutique-style make it a perfect choice for buyouts. 

 63/39 Phet Kasem Road, Prachuap Khiri Khan
  +66 (0) 3 261 6039

Situated on 16 acres of tropical landscaped gardens in the Khao Takiap area of Hua Hin, that is best known for its royal heritage, 
serene beaches and international-standard golf courses, Hyatt Regency Hua Hin is a luxury property equipped with everything 
you need for a memorable destination celebration. In addition to modern guestrooms and suites, the resort features abundant 
leisure facilities including a 315-metre beachfront, three freeform interconnecting swimming pools, outdoor tennis courts, a 
well-equipped fi tness centre and the award-winning luxury spa—THE BARAI. The resort also houses world-class dining venues 
like Figs Restaurant for authentic Italian cuisine, Talay Thai Restaurant & Bar for home-style seafood specialties, and McFarland 
House, a breezy beachfront lounge. For events, the property’s multipurpose grounds offer a number of function spaces ranging 
from three different lawns to a well-appointed ballroom and picturesque Tranquillity Court.

Number of guestrooms:  213
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The 400sqm Ballroom can accommodate up to 400 guests
Biggest advantages: The resort offers a range of fl exible indoor and outdoor function spaces that can accommodate various 
wedding styles and sizes

 91 Hua Hin - Khao Takiap Road
  +66 (0) 3 252 1234

V Villas Hua Hin, MGallery Hotel Collection 

Hyatt Regency Hua Hin 
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In terms of activities and attractions, there is truly something 
for everyone in Phuket. Examples include the Phuket 
Elephant Sanctuary, where visitors can interact with the 
gentle giants, and the world-class Phuket FantaSea, which 
is a cutting-edge cultural theme park that aims to showcase 
Thailand’s rich heritage. The island is home to a selection of 
waterparks, and also offers plenty of opportunities for water 
activities, extreme sports and games of golf.

Close to Phuket is Krabi province, which is fi lled with some 
of the country’s most spectacular natural landscapes 
encompassing limestone formations, coral reefs, mangrove 
forests and white sand beaches. As a result, Krabi has 
become a popular destination for nature lovers looking 
to explore all that this diverse location has to offer, as well 
as leisure seekers wanting to unwind in a location that 
exemplifi es paradise. The most popular beach, Ao Nang, 
situated close to charming Krabi Town, is also recognised as 
a hub for onwards travel to other picturesque destinations in 
the South of Thailand, like the Poda Islands, Phi Phi Islands 
and James Bond Island. 

There are countless reasons why both Phuket and 
Krabi are fantastic wedding destinations. In addition to 
natural splendour and attractions, you simply cannot fi nd 
anywhere else in the world with the level of infrastructure 
and convenience they provide. Both locales have seen the 
establishment of more luxury hotels, as well as improved 
transport routes by both water and air. These developments 
have led to many more Indian couples choosing to host their 
grand nuptials against the stunning vistas offered by these 
coastal paradises.  

PHUKET
& KRABI
Recognised as one of southern Thailand’s most 

popular destinations, Phuket is the country’s 
largest island, with 36 beaches that boast 

everything from five-star resorts to Michelin-starred 
restaurants, and an array of natural attractions and 
cultural sites. 

To make this island easy to navigate, it has been split 
into distinct areas. Its west coast, which has been 
nicknamed ‘The Sunset Coast’, offers a range of 
accommodations nestled around several landscaped 
coves and bays. Out of all of the beaches on this coast, 
Patong is the busiest, as it is considered the island’s 
nightlife and shopping hub, whereas shores like Kamala, 
Kata, Karon and Bang Tao are more tranquil and 
private destinations. The eastern side of the island has 
signifi cantly fewer resorts in comparison, but houses 
incredible cliffs and viewpoints, as well as famous 
attractions like Phang Nga Bay, most popular for its 
limestone formations that extend out of the Andaman 
Sea’s turquoise waters. 

At the heart of the island is Phuket Town, a locale where 
old and new collide. Visitors are encouraged to explore 
the area on foot, especially the Old Quarter, as it is fi lled 
with unique colonial-inspired mansions and townhouses 
that allude to its rich Sino-Portuguese heritage, as well 
as various colourful murals that showcase the region’s 
fascination with graffi ti art. The town is also recognised 
as a destination for dining, thanks to its selection of 
outlets ranging from quaint cafés and retro-inspired 
restaurants, to street vendors and trendy bars.

PHUKETPHUKETPHUKETPHUKETPHUKETPHUKETPHUKETPHUKETPHUKETPHUKETPHUKETPHUKETPHUKETPHUKETPHUKETPHUKETPHUKETPHUKETPHUKETPHUKET
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The Westin Siray Bay Resort & Spa, Phuket is a tropical haven nestled on Siray 
Island off Phuket’s picturesque east coast, offering spacious and well-appointed 
rooms with stunning views of the ocean, and a private white sand beach. The 
resort also boasts an array of world-class facilities, including three outdoor 
swimming pools, a luxury spa, a fi tness centre and six restaurants and bars dishing 
up a long list of local and international specialties. The resort is best suited for 
mid-sized celebrations of around 200 people, thanks to its seven modern event 
facilities including a ballroom, multiple pre-function areas, and a wedding tent that 
can be adapted for a beachside dinner or an outdoor cocktail party. 

Number of guestrooms:  257
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The 338sqm Siray Ballroom can host
up to 300 guests 
Biggest advantages: The resort’s stunning location coupled with its intimate 
event spaces make it ideal for throwing a memorable party.  

 21/4 Moo 1 T. Rasada, A.Muang    +66 (0) 7 633 5600
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The Westin Siray Bay Resort & Spa, Phuket

Angsana Laguna Phuket is a fi ve-star property situated 
on scenic Bang Tao Bay. The expansive venue is spread 
across more than 600 acres of land and is fi lled with premier 
facilities like an 18-hole international standard golf course, 
and a 300-metre freeform swimming pool that snakes its 
way around the resort. In terms of dining, guests will be spoilt 
for choice thanks to the fi ve in-house restaurants serving 
Thai, Italian and continental fare. They can even opt to lounge 
at the stylish XANA Beach Club for Mediterranean delights 
and sunset views. The property is also well-equipped to host 
large Indian weddings as a result of its varied event spaces. 
In addition to spacious ballrooms and marquees, the resort’s 
location on the edge of a lagoon also creates unique outdoor 
opportunities to host al fresco celebrations.  

Number of guestrooms:  399
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The 1,000sqm 
Latitude Marquee can accommodate up to 1,500 guests 
Biggest advantages: The hotel has a lot of experience 
hosting Indian weddings and boasts large-scale event spaces 
spanning ballrooms, marquees, a beach club and lawns.  

 10 Moo 4 Srisoonthorn Road, Cherngtalay 
  + 66 (0) 7 635 8500

Situated on the fringe of a saltwater lagoon, Banyan Tree Phuket 
is an oasis of tranquillity boasting all-villa accommodations 
spread across 89 acres of tropical parkland. The luxury 
hideaway features six restaurants serving the best of Asian and 
international cuisines, as well as a selection of romantic ‘Dinner 
Destinations’, in which couples can opt to dine under a lamp lit 
banyan tree or embark on a private dinner cruise in a traditional 
long tail boat. Guests will also benefi t from the luxurious facilities 
available to them, spanning a fi tness pavilion, 40-metre pool and 
holistic spa. Golf enthusiasts can take advantage of access to 
Laguna Golf Phuket. The hotel’s varied indoor and outdoor event 
spaces can also be easily transformed into the wedding setting 
of your dreams.  

Number of guestrooms: 137
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The 454sqm Lagoon Deck 
can accommodate 500 guests
Biggest advantages: The hotel’s location by the water and 
amidst lush gardens provides stunning settings for all types of 
wedding parties. It is also a sister property of Angsana Laguna 
Phuket and Cassia Phuket. 

 33, 33/27 Moo 4, Srisoonthorn Road, Cherngtalay
  +66 (0) 7 637 2400

Angsana Laguna Phuket Banyan Tree Phuket 
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The vibrant Swissôtel Resort Phuket Patong Beach refl ects its central location in 
Patong, one of the island’s most famous areas. Each of the guestrooms is adorned 
in warm and inviting colour palettes. The pool, complete with a swim-up bar, the 
Thai-inspired spa and the diverse selection of entertainment opportunities also add 
to the resort’s fun and fresh vibe. For food and beverage, guests can enjoy healthy 
delights at Flavours, classic Irish pub dishes at The Drunken Leprechaun, or cocktails 
and canapés at the Swiss Lounge. For something glitzier, DBar and On Top are both 
glamorous venues that can be transformed into impressive settings for intimate 
parties. For larger functions, the resort also houses a number of event spaces, 
including a modern ballroom best suited for mid-sized parties. 

Number of guestrooms: 383
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The 345sqm Ballroom can host 350 guests 
Biggest advantages: The resort is centrally located at the heart of Patong with 
plenty of nightlife, entertainment and attractions nearby. 

 48 Ruam Jai Road, Patong Beach     +66 (0) 7 633 7000

Hitlon Phuket Arcadia Resort & Spa is an idyllic resort set over 75 acres of land 
only 45 minutes from Phuket International Airport. The expansive beachfront 
property offers a multitude of guestrooms decorated in traditional Thai style, 
some of which are equipped with private balconies providing spectacular views of 
the ocean or surrounding gardens. For rest and relaxation, the resort features fi ve 
outdoor swimming pools, luxurious spa villas, and three tennis courts, as well as six 
dining outlets that are guaranteed to cater to all discerning palates. Moreover, the 
resort is also a great destination for hosting large-scale celebrations as it boasts 
excellent event spaces spanning a ballroom, trendy beach club, well-appointed 
marquee, and many more.  

Number of guestrooms: 662
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The 856sqm Grand Ballroom can host up to 
1,200 guests
Biggest advantages: A colossal hotel with a large number of guestrooms and one 
of the biggest pillarless ballrooms on the island.

 333 Patak Road, Karon Beach   + 66 (0) 7 639 6433

Located a convenient 20 minutes’ drive from Phuket International Airport, JW Marriott 
Phuket Resort & Spa sits on the pristine Mai Khao Beach on the island’s idyllic southwest 
coast. In addition to spacious guestrooms and villas, the resort is best known for its world-
class F&B that comprises of 11 different dining outlets covering everything from European-
inspired tapas to authentic Thai fare and contemporary Japanese delicacies. The hotel 
is also equipped to host unforgettable events thanks to its 10 function spaces spanning 
lawns, pavilions, ballrooms and even a beach club. In between events, guests can lounge 
around one of the resort’s three swimming pools, opt for a luxurious treatment at the 
Mandara Spa, take part in water sports or play golf at one of the nearby courses. 

Number of guestrooms:  261
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The 600sqm Mai Khao Ballroom can host
up to 500 guests 
Biggest advantages: The resort boasts incredible F&B choices, an elegant ballroom and 
bountiful outdoor spaces to host parties.

 231 Moo 3, Mai Khao Beach    +66 (0) 7 633 8000
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Swissôtel Resort Phuket Patong Beach

Hilton Phuket Arcadia Resort & Spa 

JW Marriott Phuket Resort & Spa 
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Opening its doors in the third quarter of this year, the InterContinental Phuket 
Resort is situated on the peaceful and scenic Kamala Beach and boasts stunning 
vistas of the Andaman Sea beyond it. The luxurious retreat offers guestrooms 
and suites that blend Thai tradition with modern design in order to create a truly 
unique fi ve-star experience. For relaxation, the resort will provide swimming pools 
and a spa, as well as a number of culinary outlets that encompass all-day dining 
showcasing a mixture of well-loved cuisines, and a chic seaside bar. The resort will 
also be suited for medium-sized events, offering a regal ballroom, smaller multi-
purpose meeting rooms and considerable green space upon completion. 

Number of guestrooms:  221
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The ballroom is expected to be able to host
up to 200 guests 
Biggest advantages: The brand-new property will be an ideal choice for intimate 
celebrations thanks to its picturesque setting and luxurious accommodations. 

 333 Moo 3, Kamala Beach    +66 (0) 2 026 3797
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InterContinental Phuket Resort 

P h u k e t & K r a b i

Experience true luxury at Phuket Marriott Resort 
and Spa, Nai Yang Beach where guests can expect to 
unwind the moment they check into their sophisticated 
accommodations ranging from beachfront rooms to 
villas complete with private gardens and plunge pools. 
For rest and relaxation, the resort features a sparkling 
lagoon-style swimming pool, a children’s pool,
a 24-hour fitness centre and a rejuvenating spa. 
Moreover, each restaurant tempts diners with delicious 
cuisine and stunning views of the tropical landscapes 
that surround the luxury property. For small parties, 
couples can opt for one of the stylish indoor venues or 
inspiring outdoor spaces that comprise of lawns and a 
charming beachfront.

Number of guestrooms:  180
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The 126sqm Paksa 
Sawan Ballroom can accommodate 80 guests
Biggest advantages: The hotel is conveniently located 
near Phuket International Airport and is well suited for 
intimate parties or family get-togethers. 

 92, 92/1 Moo 3, Tambon Sakoo 
  +66 (0) 7 662 5555

This fi ve-star resort sits amidst beautifully landscaped tropical 
gardens in one of Thailand’s most picturesque destinations. 
Each of the Victorian-styled guestrooms is equipped 
with spacious balconies that overlook the surrounding 
oceans and towering limestone cliffs. In addition to quality 
accommodations, the resort is home to four restaurants 
covering Thai, Indian, Italian and international cuisines, as well 
as three bars and lounges that can each be transformed into 
the perfect setting for a soirée. Moreover, the resort also boasts 
world-class facilities that include the largest freeform pool in 
the country, a fully equipped fi tness centre, an award-wining 
spa and a nine-hole golf course with sweeping ocean views. As 
an established destination for events, the resort offers plenty of 
choice when it comes to indoor and outdoor function spaces.  

Number of guestrooms: 276
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The 365sqm Grand 
Ballroom can host up to 350 guests 
Biggest advantages: The hotel is situated in a breathtaking 
location and offers plenty of event venues, encompassing 
ballrooms, versatile pre-function spaces and garden areas. 

 200 Moo 3, Tambon Nongtalay  
  +66 (0) 7 562 7800

Phuket Marriott Resort and Spa,
Nai Yang Beach

So� tel Krabi Phokeethra
Golf & Spa Resort 
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Located at the heart of vibrant Phuket Town, in close proximity to some of the 
island’s most popular attractions, Ramada Plaza by Wyndham Chao Fah is a 
modern property offering all the amenities required for a memorable wedding 
celebration. In addition to contemporary yet cosy accommodations, the hotel 
boasts two restaurants—Botan Kitchen & Bar for local-inspired fare and Phoenix 
Sky Lounge, serving up an eclectic mix of cuisine paired with panoramic views, 
as well as a selection of leisure facilities spanning a rooftop infi nity pool and 
fi tness centre. For events, the resort houses versatile function spaces fi tted 
with state-of-the-art technology and large windows for undisrupted views of the 
surrounding landscapes. 

Number of guestrooms: 257
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The 482sqm Chao Fah Grand Ballroom can 
fi t up to 600 guests 
Biggest advantages: The hotel boasts a central location at the heart of Phuket Town.

 88/99 Moo 2, Chao Fah West Road   +66 (0) 7 633 8699
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Ramada Plaza by Wyndham Chao Fah

T H E  L AY  O F  T H E  L A N D
P h u k e t & K r a b i

Drawing from the unique Sino-Portuguese architecture 
that Phuket Town is famous for, Centara Grand Beach 
Resort Phuket is situated on the dreamy Karon Beach 
and tucked between rolling green hills. The resort offers 
a memorable holiday experience for all of its guests as 
a result of its elegant accommodations and top quality 
leisure facilities consisting of a multi-tiered water park 
and four outdoor pools. For nibbles and tipples, guests 
can choose from the resort’s seven outlets, including 
The Cove for international fl avours, COAST Beach Club 
& Bistro for new-world cuisine in a relaxed seaside bar 
atmosphere, and Mare for authentic Italian fare. All of 
these venues can be adapted to host parties and get-
togethers. Moreover, the resort is also equipped for grand 
celebrations thanks to its diverse indoor and outdoor 
space spanning a beachfront and well-appointed ballroom. 

Number of guestrooms:  261
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The 576sqm Phuket 
Grand Ballroom can host up to 720 guests 
Biggest advantages: The resort boasts extensive venues 
for indoor and outdoor events. 

 683 Patak Road, Karon Beach
  +66 (0) 7 620 1234

Set on the peaceful Mai Khao Beach and only a stone’s throw from 
Phuket International Airport, Splash Beach Resort by Langham 
Hospitality Group is an integrated resort offering a wide range 
of accommodation options and premier leisure facilities tucked 
amidst sprawling landscaped gardens. All guests who stay at the 
resort have complimentary access to the adjoining Splash Jungle 
Water Park, which offers nine themed attraction areas to suit 
all ages, in addition to a spa and fi tness centre. For drinking and 
dining, guests can take advantage of the eight onsite restaurants 
serving up Thai and international delicacies in a variety of indoor 
and outdoor settings. For events, the resort offers the largest 
conference centre on the island, as well as abundant waterside 
spaces and outdoor terraces. 

Number of guestrooms: 611
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The 962sqm Conference 
Centre can accommodate up to 1,300 guests
Biggest advantages: The resort is home to some of Phuket’s 
largest event venues and has been host to some spectacular 
weddings. Last year, it was the setting for #DKNLOVE—Thailand’s 
largest Indian wedding—where the families requested the 
construction of a 3,200sqm event marquee to accommodate 
their guests.

 64/47 Moo 4, Mai Khao Soi 4
  +66 (0) 7 637 2000

Centara Grand Beach Resort Splash Beach Resort
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Centara Grand Beach Resort Phuket

Phuket is Thailand’s most popular tropical island among world travellers. 
And Centara Grand Beach Resort Phuket, on the sands of Karon Beach, 

is arguably the island’s most idyllic wedding locale.

The resort’s romantic, picturesque setting, classical architecture, and 
experienced sta� have given it its well-deserved reputation for hosting 
great weddings. The resort is ideal not only for the ceremony, but also 

for your guests, who will be treated to sea view rooms, delicious dining 
options, delightful pools, water park-like features, and water sports, 

and an award-winning spa. It’s an experience everyone will remember 
and cherish.

To find out more, visit centarahotelsresorts.com/cpbr 

THE IDEAL SETTING 
FOR A BEACH WEDDING 

IN PHUKET



For drinking, dining and nightlife, the island boasts a 
number of distinct areas. The bustling Chaweng Beach 
is regarded as the centre of the nightlife scene, offering 
several restaurants, as well as pubs and clubs that are 
packed with partygoers. For a glimpse into the past, 
Fisherman’s Village in Bophut is known as the island’s 
old town, and houses rustic buildings and charming 
outdoor eateries. In terms of other notable attractions, 
Koh Samui’s most renowned landmark is the Big Buddha 
temple—also known as Wat Phra Yai—that sits on a 
rocky islet on the island’s north-eastern corner.

In addition to a rich heritage and stunning natural 
landscapes, Koh Samui is served by an international 
airport which allows for easy access from neighbouring 
countries, as well as Bangkok. This convenience, coupled 
with the fact that the destination is home to some of the 
most beautiful resorts the country has to offer, makes it 
an ideal choice for an unforgettable wedding party. 

KOH SAMUI
K oh Samui is an island paradise with something 

to offer every kind of traveller, whether they 
are backpackers seeking simple beachside 

accommodations, holidaymakers from all around the 
world who choose to spend their weekends relaxing at 
one of the destination’s many luxury resorts, or Indian 
couples looking to get hitched in one of the world’s 
most spectacular tropical settings.

As Thailand’s second largest island, there is plenty 
to do in Koh Samui. Lovers of the outdoors can 
take advantage of the diverse terrain and embark 
on scenic jungle treks that end at awe-inspiring 
waterfalls, emerald lagoons, and viewpoints that offer 
undisrupted views of the surrounding bays. There 
are also bountiful opportunities for water activities, 
especially snorkelling and scuba diving around the 
nearby Mu Ko Angthong National Marine Park, Koh 
Nang Yuan and Koh Tao.
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Anantara Bophut Koh Samui Resort, so popular it runs at 80% occupancy year-round, is not only situated directly on the 
beach, but is home to verdant gardens that truly pay homage to the tropical paradise that is Samui. It is ideally located right 
next to the Fisherman’s Village for local shopping and dining options. The lush greenery, seaside and indoor spaces ensure 
ample options for a variety of wedding functions. The rooms, with either garden or ocean view options, are luxuriously 
appointed to give your guests the royal treatment. The renowned spa, sprawling pool and fi tness centre are ideal for 
relaxation between events, and the highly-rated dining options are sure to provide for all palates. 

Number of guestrooms: 106
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The 174sqm Koh Samui Grand Ballroom accommodates up to 200 guests
Biggest advantages: Although it boasts premium modern amenities, this property brings together the best of Thailand to 
ensure your destination wedding is infused with local culture, aesthetics and hospitality.

 99/9 Bophut Bay, Tambon Bophut
  +66 (0) 7 742 8300

Ideally situated on the serene, secluded Chaweng Noi Beach, Sheraton Samui Resort offers a tranquil haven for those 
wanting a wedding that steers clear of metropolitan hustle and bustle. However, a short drive will take you to Chaweng 
Beach, the social hub of Koh Samui, if variety is desired. In addition to outdoor space, four restaurants, including a lobby 
lounge and a bar with an ocean view, offer a range of settings and cuisines for events. The rooms each have private 
balconies overlooking the garden, courtyard or water, and the two swimming pools, tennis court, fi tness centre and kids’ 
club are sure to entertain guests between functions. A specialised event planner is available for those looking to celebrate.

Number of guestrooms: 141
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The 103sqm Chaweng Noi ballroom accommodates up to 90 guests
Biggest advantages: This small property is perfect for intimate events, like dinners or anniversaries, as the capacity 
ensures that guests will be in close proximity to each other.

 86 Moo 3 Chaweng Noi Beach
  +66 (0) 7 742 2020

Anantara Bophut Koh Samui Resort

Sheraton Samui Resort

K o h  S a m u i
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Experience the epitome of luxury at The Ritz-Carlton, Koh Samui, nestled on 58 acres of tropical gardens overlooking the 
ocean. The property offers spacious suite and villa-style accommodations, each equipped with an array of lavish amenities. 
For leisure, guests can indulge in the world-class facilities, including two private beaches complete with a private swim reef, 
an outdoor infi nity pool, a luxury spa, sports courts, and a fully-equipped fi tness centre. The resort also houses various dining 
outlets, including Baan Talat for local-inspired fare in a unique market-style atmosphere, Sea Salt for international classics 
and vibrant beach barbecues, and One Rai, a bar with intimate pod-style seating and sunset views. In keeping with the resort’s 
identity as a private sanctuary, all of its event spaces are best suited for intimate celebrations. 

Number of guestrooms: 175
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The 124sqm Prachum 3 & 4 can host approximately 120 guests 
Biggest advantages: The resort’s picture-perfect location on a private beach provides an unforgettable setting for a party. 
  9/123 Moo 5, Tambon Bophut

 +66 (0) 7 791 5777

The Ritz-Carlton, Koh Samui

T H E  L AY  O F  T H E  L A N D

This luxury property sits on 22 acres of picturesque beachfront in the enclave of Taling Ngam bay, renowned for its breathtaking 
ocean views and spectacular sunsets. The resort prides itself on being a tranquil getaway, offering accommodations that range 
from cosy rooms to spacious villas, complete with plunge pools. For rest and rejuvenation, guests are encouraged to laze around at 
one of the seven swimming pools, or treat the body at the spa. They can choose to dine at one of the many world-class restaurants 
including the signature Air Bar for incredible sunset views and delicious cocktails, Amber for an authentic Asian culinary journey, and 
the beachfront Flames for grilled seafood delights. In addition to fantastic amenities, the resort is recognised as one of Asia’s leading 
wedding resorts and features eight wedding venues ranging from The Beachfront Lawn to The Azure Lounge and The Infi nity Pool.  

Number of guestrooms:  79
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The 1,027sqm Beachfront Lawn can host 180 guests 
Biggest advantages: The resort has a lot of experience hosting weddings. This, coupled with its unique cliffside setting, make it a 
great backdrop for a memorable party. 

 295, Moo 3, Taling Ngam Beach
  +66 (0) 7 742 9100 

InterContinental Samui Baan Taling Ngam Resort 

K o h  S a m u i
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and terraced fi elds. This allows visitors to take part 
in activities like white water rafting, kayaking, jungle 
trekking, cycling and zip-lining across the rainforests. 
Moreover, hikes to Doi Suthep and Doi Inthanon—also 
known as the highest peak in Thailand--are both 
unmissable opportunities. However, if you are looking 
to relax, the area is also home to elephant sanctuaries, 
sprawling botanical gardens, serene riverside parks, 
and opportunities to visit hill tribe villages for a better 
understanding of the indigenous culture of the region.

In addition to spectacular natural environments that 
range from mountainous terrain to idyllic riverbank 
settings, there are diverse advantages of hosting a 
wedding celebration in Chiang Mai. Not only is the 
destination easily accessible via its international airport, 
but the locale is also home to a selection of resorts 
equipped with wedding venues spanning all budgets, 
styles and sizes. All of these reasons, and more, make 
Chiang Mai a fi tting destination to host a truly exceptional 
destination wedding. 

CHIANG MAI
F ounded as the capital of the ancient Lanna 

Kingdom over 700 years ago, Chiang Mai is a 
destination steeped in history. The area’s cultural 

richness combined with its cooler temperatures, 
historical sites and diverse natural beauty has allowed 
it to blossom over the years into one of the country’s 
leading tourist spots. However, not just popular with 
backpackers and travellers looking for a change of 
pace from Bangkok, the destination has also grown in 
popularity with couples looking to host their weddings 
in a truly memorable location.

Chiang Mai is a destination with a laidback ambience, its 
streets dotted with trendy cafés, local eateries, modest 
shophouses, and an array of ancient temples. During the 
day, visitors are encouraged to explore the city’s many 
winding roads on either foot or bike to truly take in all of 
the sights. At night, the area is brought to life by various 
markets, including the famous Chiang Mai Night Market, 
where vendors sell everything from budget clothing 
to souvenirs and delicious street-eats. The area is also 
home to a number of bars and nightclubs that are fi lled 
with partygoers from all around the world.

For lovers of fresh air and the outdoors, Chiang Mai is 
the perfect destination for adventure. The area is made 
up of waterfalls, lush jungle, lakes and the fl owing Mae 
Taeng River that cuts through the forested mountains 
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Set against the stunning backdrop of Doi Suthep peak and the rolling hills of Chiang Mai, the Le Méridien blends its European 
heritage with Thai Lanna style for an immersive, yet sophisticated, travel experience. This fi ve-star property is just steps from 
the famous Chiang Mai Night Market for excellent dining and shopping options. Within the resort, enjoy the spa, fi tness centre 
and outdoor pool, as well as the four restaurants serving both local and international fare. With nearly 1,800sqm of indoor and 
outdoor event space, including several ballrooms and convention halls, there is no shortage of space to host a sprawling party for 
days on end without getting repetitive, especially with the in-house wedding planners available to help you.

Number of guestrooms:  383
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The 1,032sqm Grand Convention Hall accommodates up to 800 guests
Biggest advantages: The large variety and capacity of both indoor and outdoor space available make this venue excellent for 
large-scale celebrations.

 108 Chang Klan Road, Tambon Chang Klan 
 +66 (0) 5 325 3666

The renowned Dhara Dhevi Chiang Mai truly brings you local luxury, with intricate Lanna architecture spread across 60 
acres of lush land. With an inbuilt cooking academy, open-air shopping village and arts and crafts village, this premium 
property offers guests the chance to conveniently, yet profoundly, experience the best of the region. The resort 
boasts 10 different dining options serving a variety of cuisines, a spa with a seven-tiered teakwood roof, and a range of 
activities such as rice farming, Thai dance and boxing, and horse-carriage rides. There are several ballrooms, pavilions, 
lawns and other indoor and outdoor spaces that, coupled with the expertise of Dhara Dhevi’s florists and wedding 
planner, make stunning locations for a wedding.

Number of guestrooms: 123
Largest event space (cocktail-style): The 5,265qm Lawn accommodates up to 1,200 guests
Biggest advantages: The Thai-inspired in-house facilities and décor ensure that even large-scale destination weddings 
are infused with local flavour.

 51/4 Moo 1, Chiang Mai-Sankampaeng Road
  +66(0) 5 388 8888

Le Méridien Chiang Mai 

Dhara Dhevi Chiang Mai 
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Y O U R

Cover all your wedding-planning bases with 
advice from members of the Thai-Indian 

community who have mulled over the same 
details you and your family are currently 
looking over now. After all, bad decisions 

shouldn’t be repeated.   

BY  AMORN RAT  S I D H U 
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As an Indian, you know that your wedding is 
a huge milestone – a personal achievement 
of sorts. In fact, your nuptials can even be 

considered both a family milestone and achievement, 
because let’s face it, you need a team of people 
who love you to carry out all the requirements of a 
colossal celebration. It just so happens that this team 
shares your DNA.

We are all familiar with the many festivities that carry 
their own set of rituals, and we all know how tiring it 
is attending them, never mind planning them. There 
is immense pressure to ensure smooth-sailing, yet 
everything passes by so quickly, and once the functions 
are done, they are done! You can’t go back and change 
anything. The best you can do is learn from those who 
have been through it prior to your own celebrations. So 
while you prep for your own family functions, let’s learn 
what others would change, if only they could go back 
and redo their wedding. 

If I could go back in time and edit an aspect of my wedding, 
it would be…
“To use e-invitations and WhatsApp messages to invite 
family and friends to the wedding festivities.” 

Why, oh why?
“To be honest, we did consider using e-cards but certain 
questions came up. For example, was this method of 
inviting people too informal? Would people even read their 
messages? How would the older generation respond?

To me and my husband, it made a lot of practical sense. It 
was an environmentally-friendly and effi cient option that 
would save us ample time, considering how much we already 
had to plan. I guess because it was still a new idea, we were 
happy to try it, but our parents were hesitant, so we decided 
to stick to the traditional approach instead.” 

Should you use an e-invite?
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S N E H A  S E T H I 
31-year-old new mum, who got married fi ve years ago 

“It was an environmentally-
friendly and ef� cient option that 
would save us ample time... “
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If I could go back in time and edit an aspect of my brother’s 
wedding, it would be…
“To have a casual mixer for the youngsters of both sides to mingle 
and get to know each other.” 

Why, oh why?
“It would have been an easy way for both sides to get talking, which 
would have set the tone for the next few days of celebrations. 
My friend did it during his wedding, and he even organised a few 
games where the groom’s side competed with the bride’s crew. The 
afternoon party was only two hours long, but it made it much easier 
for both sides to connect, especially for international guests.”  

If I could go back in time and edit an aspect of my wedding, 
it would be…
“To invite fewer people to the mehendi and haldi functions, 
which took place at my residence.”

Why, oh why?
“As my wife is not Indian, we wanted her side of the family to get 
a taste of what a mehendi function was like at home, so my family 
organised it for them. It was really fun because our cousins got to 
meet each other in an intimate and cosy setting. However, once it 
started raining, people ventured inside and we were not prepared 
for it. Thus, it became overcrowded. 

If I had to go back, I still would like to have the bride’s family come 
over for the mehendi festivities, but we should have invited fewer 
people to account for the possibility of rain.” 

How about guest relations?

Should you take into account the weather? 

w w w. m a s a l a t h a i . c o m

JA S D E E P  S I N GH  S I D H U
30-year-old property developer and brother of the groom 

DAV E  S I N GH
29-year-old co-founder of Dadida, who got 
married a few years ago 

“

“

It would have been an easy way 
for both sides to get talking...

Once it started raining, people 
ventured inside and we were 
not prepared for it.

“

“





122122122

If I could go back in time and edit an aspect of my wedding, it would be…
“To have a wedding planner.” 

 Why, oh why?
“We envisioned our wedding to be one big dance party, so we had a three-
day dance celebration, which was not easy to do on our own. I wanted to 
be the least involved with the logistics during the actual occasion, but the 
complete opposite occurred since we had no wedding planner. 

We needed all hands on deck! I had to facilitate the hotel check-in for my 
friends and family, and the icing on the cake was when I had to personally 
drop off goodie bags to their hotel rooms. Although everything went as 
planned, hiring a wedding planner to execute what we had in mind would 
have reduced much of our stress. They would have covered all the minor 
and major details, and we could have enjoyed ourselves more.” 

If I could go back in time and edit an aspect of my wedding, 
it would be…
“To change how upset I got when the decorator did not fulfi l our 
expectations for the sangeet party.” 

Why, oh why?
“Our decorator was recommended through various sources. We were 
told that she was very good, but we would have to constantly push her 
to fi nish her work on time. After ample reassurance that she would 
meet our requirements, she began the work late, and inevitably could 
not deliver what we had agreed upon. 

I hired her on time, was clear about my expectations and was persistent. 
However, when I saw that the décor was not up to par, it affected my 
mood the entire night. She was very repentant afterwards, but I wish I 
had let it go a lot sooner and focused more on the love that surrounded 
us throughout the wedding.” 

What to do when things go wrong

Should you hire a wedding planner?

E D I T I N G  Y O U R  W E D D I N G
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H E E N A  K AU L
28-year-old support consultant, who was recently wedded

J YOT S N A  S R I S E T H I  L AU NGAN I
29-year-old sales manager, who got married a few years ago

“

“

Hiring a wedding planner to execute 
what we had in mind would have 
reduced much of our stress. 

When I saw that the décor was not up to 
par, it affected my mood the entire night.

“

“



Address: Charan Sanitvong 13, Bangkok, Thailand 10600
Call: 063 789 1624   |   Email: sajan.applause@gmail.com

www.singhlights-sound.com
     /singhlightssound/info

SERVICES

Professional Sound System
Lighting
LED Screens
LED Furniture
LED Dance Floor
Starlit Dance Floor

Stage
Mist Fans
Coolers
Selfie Booth
Special Effects
& More….

Whether the event is in Thailand or in Southeast Asia, 
Singh Light & Sound is able to provide complete and 
innovative solutions to make your day a special one. 
Trust us to deliver the very best and most advanced 

lighting and sound system. Our unparalleled customer 
service and commitment gives you a truly bespoke 

and fully customisable one-stop solution.
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Savouring precious moments
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If I could go back in time and edit an aspect of my wedding, it would be…
“To maximise the time my parents and I spent with each other before and 
during the wedding festivities.” 

Why, oh why?
“Every girl dreams of her perfect wedding day, but every Indian girl dreams 
of her perfect wedding week. The planning was immense, but thankfully my 
parents meticulously sorted out every detail in advance, and we hired a wedding 
planner, so I was worry-free. 

However, I wish I had spent more time with them before the wedding began. 
It is easy to get lost in preparing for the transition into a different chapter of life, 
but time spent with your family before you are actually married is precious and 
will never return. 

I also wish we had delegated different aspects of the wedding to various friends 
and relatives to oversee. This way, my parents could have enjoyed the wedding 
celebrations, rather than be occupied by the nitty-gritty details of it all. Like I 
said before, you can’t rewind time!” 

If I could go back in time and edit an aspect of my sister’s wedding, 
it would be…
“My sister was not only leaving our home but also the country. I wish I 
had spent more time with her in the months leading up to the wedding.” 

Why, oh why?
“I knew it would be tough to keep in constant touch with her, but I only 
realised how diffi cult it actually was once she left. With different time 
zones and our busy schedules, it was very hard to catch up properly and 
make up for the moments lost.” 

R AV E E N A  N A R ANG
27-year-old sales and marketing personnel, who recently tied the knot  

MAAN S I N GH  G HOGA R
24-year-old Country Head at Carro Thailand and brother 
of the bride

What can we learn from their experiences? 
No matter how meticulous and painstakingly prepared you feel, Indian weddings seem to consistently teach us two main 
lessons. The fi rst is that family is everything, particularly in the months before, during, and after the nuptials. So remember 
to appreciate each other as much as you can, especially with the change that comes with gaining and losing a new member. 

The second lesson is that there will always be aspects of the wedding that are out of our control. So you shouldn’t let these 
unforeseen circumstances hamper the love and joy at every celebration. If things don’t go your way, just go with the fl ow.  

“

“

Time spent with your 
family before you are 
actually married is 
precious and will 
never return. 

It was very hard to catch up properly 
and make up for the moments lost. 

“

“



Discover the power of scent. 

When a customer’s first impression of your location is pleasant
smelling they connect more deeply with that experience and will

remember your brand longer and vividly!

You already connect emotionally with your consumers using other
sensory elements to add to the experience of your business;

adding the right scent in the right way will enhance your
environment in an entirely new way.

ScentAir works with companies around the world to ensure each
part of the consumer experience smells just right.

With thousands of scent solutions deployed worldwide,
our expertise and attention to detail ensure the precise delivery

is the safest, most effective manner.
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Our clients have developed some amazing ideas that we’ve helped bring to life.
Below are just a few ScentAir clients who have put scent to work for them.
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India's favourite fashion designers share their 
latest wedding wear creations in an exclusive 
fashion spread for Masala. Find inspiration in 
some of the season's hottest wedding couture.

BY  B HOOM I  WADHWA
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T H E  L O O K

Rabani & Rakha, known for its exquisite and intricate 
designs, is the brainchild of a talented team of three, which 
includes husband and wife duo Rahul and Shibani Rastogi, 
as well as Gautam Rakha. With over two decades of 
experience, the designers take pride in their workmanship 
and innovative designs that set them apart from their 
peers, while catering to both brides and their families. 
After all, their collection always boasts a wide range 
of lehengas, kurta sets, anarkalis, gowns and dresses, 
providing a large variety of options. All in all, the team’s 
detailed and comprehensive understanding of embroidery 
and creative design accentuate the artistic mélange which 
is Rabani & Rakha. 

Let’s take a look at what the designers have to say…

How would you describe the brand’s latest collection?
“With an emphasis on modern cuts and subtle 
embroideries, our latest designs offer comfort and style. 
Brides now prefer lighter outfi ts so they can enjoy their 
wedding functions. With this in mind, we offer a large 
variety of pre-stitched lehenga saris and sharara sets, 
which don’t compromise on the exquisite look of the 
overall outfi t. Moreover, brides are opting to wear lighter 
tones like peach, pink, aqua and ivory, so our collection 
has those options as well.”  

What was the inspiration behind them?
“This new collection aspires to be regal yet understated. 
Pearls are a big infl uence, along with tonal sequins work, 
which fuses traditional embroideries with contemporary 
cuts and styles.” 

Any advice for brides-to-be?
“It’s very important for a bride-to-be to have done her 
homework, and know the designers she wants to visit or 
whose work is closest to her aesthetic sense. This makes 
shopping much easier overall.” 

Ivory net asymmetrical top with pearls and 
fl oral embroidery, paired with a delicate 
lace sharara.

RABANI
& RAKHA
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Fully beaded aqua sage gown with rose motifs 
(left), aqua sage pre-stitched three layer skirt with 
an attached drape and jewel bustier (centre), 
aqua sage jewel-beaded full sleeve blouse paired 
with a pre-pleated drape skirt (right).

Tone-on-tone gold sequin 
embroidered drape lehenga 
and sari.

Pale peach 
anarkali with 
Mughal-inspired 
motifs, and fi ne 
zardozi and 
sequin work. 

Pink shimmer georgette sari 
adorned with delicate booties 
and a fi ne pearl border.  

Tone-on-tone gold 
sequin embroidered 
drape with silver 
highlights paired with 
a nine godet skirt.
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A believer in magic and miracles, Malini Ramani started an 
eponymous brand that exudes a modern feel. Having been 
in the industry for 18 years, her collections are fl irty and 
feminine, as they combine glamour with casual chic. Her 
unique ensembles range from jumpsuits and kaftans to wrap 
dresses and easy-to-wear resort pieces, all of which highlight 
the Indian craftsmanship of bandhani, block print, mirror work 
and embroidery. As an ardent traveller, Malini’s couture also 
incorporates themes from around the world, including tribal 
Aztec infl uences. 

Let’s take a look at what she has to say…

How would you describe your latest collection?
“My latest collection, 'Freedom,' blends signature feminine 
styles with comfort and functionality. The collection of 
separates can work together or individually for looks that 
are effortlessly sophisticated, comfortable, and chic, and 
can be worn either for a day or night event. Moreover, 
the clothes are designed using soft cotton jersey, both 
lightweight and wrinkle-free, so they are easy to travel 
with and don’t require ironing — perfect for a destination 
wedding. The collection also features a lot of gold and jewel 
tones like emerald green and turquoise.”  

What inspired the creativity behind all of your designs? 
“Every day is a new inspiration for me, and no matter what 
sparks my creativity, comfort will always be a priority. I am 
inspired by fl uid pieces that fi t well. I also ensure that my 
outfi ts are light and easy to wear, so they can cater to both 
brides and their families. They have the right amount of 
sparkle and a lot of drapes.”  

What are the three words you would use to describe your 
collection? 
“Sexy, tribal and fun”

Any advice for brides-to-be?
“I would say that brides nowadays prefer simpler and lighter 
pieces that really stand out. The heaviness and fuss is going 
out of trend, as there are now more streamlined and elegant 
cuts, so brides should defi nitely keep that in mind while 
shopping. Additionally, they should settle on a tentative 
budget beforehand and travel to India months before their 
wedding to shop around. DLF Emporio in Delhi is a must-visit, 
because it has a wide range of designers.”  

The Dancing Peacock Sari, a shaded net 
ensemble with gold sequins and a sheer back. 

MALINI
RAMANI
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Safari Sari with a 
zebra sequin cape 
and a pre-stitched 
silk jersey.

Pure chiffon, pleated 
kaftan with Gujarati-style 
embroidery on the neckline 
and fringes on the borders.

Lightweight Sand-Dune 
Sari pre-draped and 
pre-stitched with 
Gujarati-style embroidery.

One piece sari gown from 
the 'Nomad' collection   
with  a mustard silk jersey.  
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A metaphor for supreme craftsmanship, Anita Dongre’s 
designs showcase Indian aesthetics in a contemporary 
fashion. Having been inspired by Rajasthan’s rich traditions, 
her handcrafted creations are coveted by brides-to-be all over 
the world. They are made for the fashion-forward bride who 
appreciates an exquisite handmade piece.  

Let’s take a look at what she has to say…   

How would you describe the brand’s latest collection? 
“This year, we launched two collections. The fi rst is a ready-to-
wear line, titled 'A Summer Reverie,' which encapsulates light, 
fl owy silhouettes in delicate hues of yellow, apricot, seafoam 
green, surf blue, onion pink and blush, detailed with playful 
summer prints. In contrast, the menswear line consists of 
kurtas and bundi jackets created with happy, colourful prints.  
 
The second collection, “Pichhwai,” comprises of 15 exquisitely 
hand-painted pieces of bridal couture. It is an expression of 
the traditional Pichhwai art, where each ensemble mirrors 
the countless number of hours every artist has worked to 
create the elaborate lehengas. For a more contemporary look, 
there are gowns in royal blue and striking blacks, as well as 
embroidered midi dresses and separates that cater to the 
whole wedding brigade.” 
 
What inspired you to revive heritage Indian crafts in 
your collection? 
“It is one of the major driving forces behind most of my work. 
The inspiration behind the 'Pichhwai' collection came during 
one of my visits to Rajasthan, where I had the chance to meet 
a master craftsman called Lekhraj Ji, who was painting the 
walls of Jaipur's City Palace. Inspired by the intricacy of his 
work and his fl awless brush strokes, I immediately knew that I 
wanted to give this art another form of life.”
 
How do you incorporate new bridal trends in your work? 
“The new age bride wants her ensemble to be a narrative 
of her personality and sensibilities, while providing comfort 
and style. Although the ceremonial red is still a favourite 
for many, pastel hues are also gaining popularity. My limited 
edition 'Pichhwai' collection plays with these colours, and 
includes a varied range of silhouettes to encompass all the 
needs of the millennial bride.”

Kiya Lehenga (left). Zabya Lehenga (middle). Izumi 
Lehenga (right). From the 'Pichhwai' collection, all 
are crafted in pure luxurious silk and embellished 
with pearls, sequins and gota patti.  

ANITA
DONGRE
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Kshipa Jacket (left), Laila Gown (middle), and 
Mayil Top and Skirt (right). From the 'Pichhwai' 
collection, all are crafted in pure luxurious silk and 
embellished with pearls, sequins and gota patti.  

Navy blue Awa Gown 
in pure luxurious silk, 
embellished with pearls, 
sequins and gota patti. 

Off-white silk 
sherwani embroidered 
with fl oral motifs.

Vashya chiffon sari with fl oral 
motifs, a fringed pallu and a 
sequinned choli. 

The pistachio Neharika 
Lehenga with fl oral motifs, a 
sleeveless sequinned choli 
and an organza dupatta. 
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T H E  L O O K

One of the most prominent designers in India, Varun Bahl’s 
sense of style truly sets him apart from others. He is best 
known for seamlessly combining contemporary pieces with 
classic couture using a variety of fabrics, textures and cuts. 
His fashion is defi ned as dreamy, avant-garde and 
non-conformist. 

Let’s take a look at what the designer has to say… 

How would you describe the brand’s latest collection? 
“In the fast-changing landscape of Indian fashion, our latest 
collection, known as 'Varun Bahl Prêt,' features ready-to-
wear separates and coordinates for the modern Indian 
woman who no longer dresses according to her age but 
her personality. With unique prints and delicate touches of 
hand-embellishment, these pieces are aimed at becoming 
wardrobe staples for those who desire to invest in quality 
rather than quantity. They are fun and young, with cuts and 
fl ower-inspired embroideries, including vintage pastels.” 

What inspired the designs? 
“A form of print called the fi ve-petal story, meaning that there 
is a fi ve-petal fl ower forming every pattern, whether it is 
checked or striped.” 

How does the collection differ from other Indian designers?
“Our unique artwork sets us apart. We may use Indian colours 
and traditional silhouettes, but the artwork is inspired by 
Western styles.” 

Any advice for brides-to-be? 
“There are too many people shopping with the bride. She 
should be able to make up her own mind. Individualism is the 
biggest trend now, and this applies to all customers. People 
should dress according to their personalities. They should 
avoid making too many customised changes and believe in 
the designer. Have full faith in them, otherwise the outfi t will 
turn out to be a complete disaster.” 

Pastel rose mosaic halter tunic paired with a 
peach brushstroke fl ower silk sharara and a slim 
chanderi dupatta.

VARUN
BAHL
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Rose scallop print tunic paired with ivory 
culottes (left), and a rose scallop print tulip-
wrap dress worn with a silk net bomber and 
ivory cigarette pants (right). 

Five-petal gingham pre-draped georgette sari, paired 
with an ivory scallop printed blouse in pure silk (left), and
a peach brushstroke fl ower pre-draped sari in georgette, 
paired with a cotton-silk spaghetti-strap blouse 
highlighted with 3D chiffon fl owers (right). 

Digitally printed, pastel 
rose Nouveau Mosaic 
sari, paired with a pastel 
mustard blouse.

Pastel teal sleeveless georgette 
tunic with multi-spectral 3D 
chiffon fl owers, paired with fi ve-
petal gingham culottes. 

Peach smocked top with 3D 
chiffon fl owers in sea green, 
paired with a gathered skirt 
in a Nouveau Mosaic print in 
grey blue. 
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T H E  L O O K

One of the most distinguished designers in India, 
Sabyasachi Mukherjee’s exquisite couture has become 
every bride’s dream. His work is inspired by India’s diverse 
culture, particularly his hometown, Kolkata. Blending a 
variety of styles using unique fabrics, textures, patchwork 
and embellishments, his collection includes elaborate 
anarkalis, saris and a mix of traditional and contemporary 
gowns. He has given new meaning to bridal wear by adding 
glamour to classic Indian silhouettes.  

Let’s take a look at what he has to say…

How would you describe the brand’s latest collection? 
“This year, we revealed our new Spring Summer 2019 
collection called ‘Fiza,’ which features a variety of fuss-free 
caftans, lehengas, togas and organdy saris. The collection 
brings in an entirely different style, which is effortless 
and graceful with delicate fl orals, low-cut blouses and 
statement chokers. Our new groomswear also gets a 
makeover with fl orals, anarkalis and pastels. The colour 
palette moves from earthy neutrals to sorbet hues and 
features dark shades of rouge.”  

In your opinion, what should brides-to-be wear? 
“Personally, I keep coming back to khadi. For me, it is the 
equivalent of wellness and nothing can be more luxurious 
than that.  Many of my most discerning customers globally 
have also chosen to wear khadi lehengas for their wedding 
and they are the ones I am most proud of. I believe a khadi 
lehenga, combined with Indian jewellery and fl owers, 
creates a very potent and timeless image.”  

Emerald green lehenga with jewels from the 
'Sabyasachi Heritage Jewelry' collection. 

SABYASACHI
MUKHERJEE
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Pink lehenga with fl oral work and jewels from 
'Sabyasachi Heritage Jewelry' collection.

Rouge lehenga with a fl oor-length veil paired with jewels 
from the 'Sabyasachi Heritage Jewelry' collection.

Mint green lehenga 
paired with jewels from 
the 'Sabyasachi Heritage 
Jewelry' collection. 

Floral men’s anarkali from the ‘Fiza’ collection.
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T H E  L O O K

Shivan & Narresh, known as one of the fi rst and only 
beachwear brands in India, create stylish, customisable 
and unique ensembles. Their swimwear, catered towards 
all Indian women's body types, is a popular choice among 
many brides for their pool and mehendi parties. Their 
creations are renowned for their bright hues, striped 
maillots and subtle drapes, with their signature being bikini 
saris. The designers enjoy adding elements like capes 
and fringed dresses to provide an eclectic look. Drawing 
inspiration from art and travel, Shivan & Narresh is a brand 
every bride or wedding guest should consider for their 
outdoor beach party. 

Let’s take a look at what the designers have to say…

How would you describe the brand’s latest collection? 
“Our latest is the 'Koi' series, which takes inspiration from 
the tribal art form of Madhya Pradesh called Gond Art. This 
is actually the fi rst time we have taken inspiration from an 
Indian art movement. There are six main prints featuring 
some spicy colours like deep reds, blues and ochre.” 

How does your collection cater to brides, grooms-to-be, 
and their families?
“There are three things that make up the DNA of our 
brand — simplicity, travel and holidays. With the new infl ux 
of destination weddings, people are now bothered about 
enjoying the experience, thus they focus on practicality 
and functionality. The millennial bride wants to be 
comfortable and jump into the pool after her mehendi, and 
our pieces allow that.” 

What bridal trends did you incorporate in your 
latest collection? 
“There are several things. First is comfort. Second is the 
sense of experience, which is also equally important, 
as what you plan to do on that day needs to resonate 
with what you are going to wear. And lastly, we also 
incorporated a new type of embroidery work on our Indian 
pieces, which is waterproof and perfect for destination 
weddings. This work is also traditional and lightweight. I 
believe it is a designer’s responsibility to evolve their style 
to suit the current environment of Indian weddings.” 

Any advice for brides-to-be going to India for their 
trousseau shopping?
“I would say keep it functional, practical and experience-
centric. You never remember your clothes, but you do 
remember how you felt in them.”

Shivan & Narresh, known as one of the fi rst and only 

Chui cutout dress with daisy skein (left), 
and a Chui sari with daisy skein (right). 

SHIVAN &
NARRESH
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Chui frilled trikini and Koi robe 
with mahogany lace.

Chui sheer boudoir skein bustier paired with a 
sheer pearl skein lehenga (left), and a Chui layered 
jumpsuit paired with a sheer pearl skein jacket (right). 

Monochrome skein 
dress from the 'Koi' 
collection, paired 
with a matching 
Koi headband.

A Koi sari with honey reel skein (left), a Koi polo paired with 
coal trousers (middle), and a Koi maillot with leather cutout 
and pearl trims (right). 
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Add the WOW factor to 
your Wedding!

Thailand Lifetime of Love

Just Married!



SETTING
THE

Get inspired with five wedding 
mood board palettes designed 

for your special day.
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S E T T I N G  T H E  M O O D

If there is one particular trend that 
will forever remain fresh,

it is everything pastel. 

PRETTY IN

Sabyasachi menswear 
collection 

Pretty pastel lehenga 
by Tarun Tahiliani

An ethereal lehenga 
from Anita Dongre’s 
Songs of Summer 
collection 

Bridesmaid gift set 

Themed mini 
cakes 
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Elegant fl oral 
centrepiece for an 
outdoor reception 

Dusky rose and 
mint brocade 

lehenga set by 
Payal Singhal 

Put A Ring On It 
clutch by Alexander 
McQueen

Kiara Advani wears an 
exquisite Shyamal & 
Bhumika lehenga from 
The Muse of Mirrors 
collection

Gold-plated jaali 
work pearls and 
tassel kaleeras

Stunningly simple 
bridal nail art design 

A stylish kurta 
with a twist 
by Anushree 
Reddy
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S E T T I N G  T H E  M O O D

Vibrant hues of red, orange and 
yellow beautifully capture our 

traditional culture. 

Vibrant hues of red, orange and 
yellow beautifully capture our 

Vibrant hues of red, orange and 
yellow beautifully capture our 

traditional culture. 

SUNSHINE

Kareena Kapoor Khan 
stuns in a shimmering 

cocktail A-line lehenga by 
Falguni Shane Peacock 

Mustard yellow fl oral 
printed lehenga by 
Sabyasachi 

Wedding invitation 

A colourful photo backdrop 
with a funky rickshaw
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Malaika Arora wears 
a sequin and dabka 
embroidered lehenga by 
Anushree Reddy 

The mobile truck bar

Elie Saab
couture gown

Fun drinking 
favours

Custom-made 
bridesmaid 

t-shirts for a 
destination 

wedding  

Rustic table 
setting  
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S E T T I N G  T H E  M O O D

RADIANT

Dazzling colours that 
instantly put you in 

the spotlight. 

Emerald green silk 
Vatsala Lehenga by 

Anita Dongre

Sapphire and diamond 
set by Gujranwala 
Jewellers 

A peacock-themed backdrop

Red embroidered 
potli by Anita Dongre
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Bride Isha Ambani wears 
her mum’s breathtaking 
35-year-old wedding 
saree, revamped by Abu 
Jani Sandeep Khosla   

Manolo Blahnik’s 
Blue Satin Jewel 

Buckle Pumps

Delicious macaroons 
for the dessert counter

Polki and diamond set 
by Khanna Jewellers

An exquisite bridal lehenga 
by Tarun Tahiliani

A traditional
Sabyasachi

bridal lehenga 

Wedding invite by 
Moor Designs
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and Silhouettes
Indo-Western fusion wear has become 

a staple for the modern bride, and most 
designers have incorporated funky textures 

and fun motifs into their silhouettes. 

and Silhouettes
Indo-Western fusion wear has become 

a staple for the modern bride, and most 
designers have incorporated funky textures 

and fun motifs into their silhouettes. 

Christian Louboutin 
Keopump Pumps with 
textured pyramid studs and 
sparkling Swarovski crystals. 

A dazzling Manish 
Maholtra lehenga for 
the bold bride 

Sequined box clutch from 
Inayat by Preeti Ahuja  

A layered lehenga 
skirt paired with a 
cold shoulder crop 
top from Shyamal & 
Bhumika’s The Muse 
of Mirrors collection
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Monisha Jaising’s concept 
lehenga embellished with 
chunky red stones 

Crystal ball bag by 
Oscar de la Renta 

Gaurav Gupta’s 
stylish gown for the 
millennial bride 

3D wedding 
invitations 

Radhika Apte looks 
exquisite in Manish 
Malhotra couture

Wedding invitation with 
laser-cut detailing
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Classy, subtle and delicate, 
you can never go wrong with 

fl oral arrangements or
fl ower-inspired ensembles.  

Classy, subtle and delicate, 
you can never go wrong with 

fl oral arrangements or
fl ower-inspired ensembles.  

Punjabi juttis with 
fl oral motifs

Floral table setup 

Tasteful fl oral kaleeras

A Manish Malhotra 
ensemble perfect for 
a mehendi function 

A Diorama
Hortensia clutch 

POWER
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An intricate polki 
set by Hazoorilal 

Demetrios bridal 
gown perfect for a 
welcome dinner

Blush rose-gold 
wedding cake 

Peonia Round Clutch by 
Giambattista Valli 

An elegant hair piece 
to suit all occasions 

A vibrant gown 
by Rahul Mishra

Beautiful fl oral drapery



Inside Scoop from the Experts

The gloss and glamour of Indian weddings is unparalleled; the sheer size, length 
and variety of the celebrations exponentially increase the grandeur. For guests, 
it is akin to stepping into a fairytale and having their reality suspended for a 

few precious days. However, the behind-the-scenes planning and effort required 
to execute such large-scale events fl awlessly is immense. The families require 
support to realise their nuptial dreams, and so Shruti Kothari explores the 

wheels and cogs that bring visions to life with seven seasoned hoteliers.
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"A wedding is a once-in-a-lifetime 
occasion and it is very

important for us to execute
every event seamlessly."

A highly experienced hospitality professional, Simon Bell 
has spent the last 26 years with Marriott International. 
He started at Surfers Paradise Marriott Resort & Spa in 
Australia, and worked his way through the leadership 
ranks. His fi rst General Manager (GM) role came in 2009 
at Courtyard by Marriott Seoul Times Square, which he 
successfully opened and led to the title of the 2010 ‘Hotel 
of the Year.’ He then served as GM at Renaissance Seoul 
Hotel, and Singapore Marriott Tang Plaza Hotel, before being 
appointed the GM of Bangkok Marriott Marquis Queen’s 
Park, the only Marriott Marquis in the Asia Pacifi c region.

Which aspect of Indian weddings surprised you the most?
It has to be the baraat – it is serious! For our most recent 
procession, we had to close the entire street of Sukhumvit 
Soi 22. So this becomes about more than just handling the 
event – you have to manage your neighbours as well. The 
baraat also inspires some unique requests. In one event, the 
wedding procession featured a full-size Batmobile.

What has been the biggest Indian wedding you’ve 
hosted so far?
Our biggest Indian wedding to date catered to approximately 
700 guests. It was a spectacular event which our team 
managed to execute seamlessly.

Simon Bell
General Manager of Bangkok Marriott Marquis 
Queen’s Park

What gives Bangkok Marriott Marquis Queen’s Park the 
edge when it comes to hosting Indian weddings?
First and foremost, it is the size of our hotel and our 
extensive inventory and event space. As the largest hotel in 
the city, Bangkok Marriott Marquis Queen’s Park is the only 
option for large weddings of over 300 rooms, all under one 
roof. We have three large ballrooms, meaning that we can 
organise back-to-back functions. In addition, we have three 
outdoor venues for rooftop receptions, pool parties and 
al fresco events. No other hotel in Bangkok can offer this 
variety of venues and facilities. On average, each wedding 
has approximately eight different functions which need 
eight different venues.

The second factor is our location; we are in downtown 
Sukhumvit and have direct access to a BTS Skytrain 
station, while the MRT underground train is only five 
minutes’ walk away. For destination weddings, our hotel 
has easy access to both airports (Don Mueang and 
Suvarnabhumi) making it easy for all guests to arrive at 
the hotel in a comfortable manner, and we are close to 
many attractions, including popular retail malls. Also, 
our hotel is a destination in itself. We have 10 different 
restaurants, bars and extensive leisure facilities.

Last but not least is our team of experts; our team has 
hosted approximately 100 weddings per year since we 
opened in 2016, giving us the expertise and experience to 
exceed every couple’s expectations. A wedding is a once-in-
a-lifetime occasion and it is very important for us to execute 
every event seamlessly.
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A S K  T H E  E X P E R T S

"Because our experience curve 
is high and our commitment is 

strong, we are able to
deliver exceptional memories 

and experiences."

Michal Zitek’s 25-year career in the hospitality industry 
started with part-time catering work in high school in 
Sydney. From this humble beginning, he has worked at 
the Park Royal Hotel in New Zealand, the Holiday Inn on 
the vastly popular Phi Phi Island, the luxurious Regent 
Hotel Kuala Lumpur, Pan Pacific Singapore, Crowne 
Plaza Bangkok and Laguna Lăng Cô in Vietnam. He was 
appointed by Banyan Tree Hotels & Resorts as the Area 
General Manager for Angsana Laguna Phuket in 2017, 
which includes overseeing Angsana Villas Resort Phuket 
and Angsana Vacation Club.

How important are Indian weddings to your hotel?
The Indian wedding sector is an important segment for 
Angsana Laguna Phuket’s overall business planning.  
We already have a specialised wedding team in place to 
manage the many venues within the resort, especially for 
weddings on the beach. The wedding industry has shown 
tremendous growth in the hospitality market, averaging 
25 to 30 percent a year. The contribution of the wedding 
sector has enabled the hospitality industry to focus more 
towards this area, which will continue to fl ourish in
Phuket and at Angsana Laguna Phuket.

Michal Zitek
Area General Manager for Angsana Laguna Phuket

What types of wedding groups have you hosted so far?
The wedding groups which we have hosted are about 
70 percent Non-resident Indians (NRI), with 200 to 300 
guests hailing from various parts of the world. The major 
countries of residence are Hong Kong, Singapore, Australia, 
Philippines, Malaysia, Indonesia, United Arab Emirates, 
England, Kenya, Tanzania and the USA.

How does your team manage all of the demands that 
come with Indian weddings?
It is all about the right attitude and mindset. The team of 
Angsana Laguna Phuket has had a wealth of experience 
with the successful preparation, management and delivery 
of Indian weddings. Because our experience curve is high 
and our commitment is strong, we are able to deliver 
exceptional memories and experiences. Our familiarity with 
Indian weddings therefore transforms the ‘demands’ into 
opportunities to excel and deliver to the highest possible 
standards. We do understand that the wedding is a once-in-
a-lifetime experience for the couple. Our team shares the 
same perspective as the couple and pairs it with experience 
to turn their dream wedding into a reality. 

What makes Angsana Laguna Phuket a desirable 
wedding destination?
Location, food and people. We have venues in the beautiful 
garden and beachfront area with a variety of indoor and 
outdoor spaces for the sangeet, mehendi, pool party, 
sundowner, and most important of all, a stunning wedding 
ceremony, where we can offer couples an East-facing 
mandap with a sunset background. The choice of spaces 
include our variety of restaurants and bars which truly sets 
Angsana Laguna Phuket apart from other competitors 
and even other destinations. Having the Xana Beach Club 
with a capacity of up to 1,100 people for an event is also 
an advantage. By October 2019, we will launch our new 
1,400 sqm air-conditioned, soundproof convention space 
which will make us the perfect venue for destination Indian 
weddings of all sizes, from 100 guests to 1,500 guests. 
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Oliver Schnatz began his career in the hospitality industry 
in 1994 with the Steigenberger Hotels near Frankfurt. 
After five years, he shifted to Hôtel Plaza Athénée New 
York, followed by the renowned Mandarin Oriental Hyde 
Park London, the Mandarin Oriental Munich and The 
Peninsula Hong Kong. This illustrious record brought him 
to serve in leadership positions at some of Thailand’s 
finest establishments, including the Four Seasons Hotel 
Bangkok, Sri Panwa Phuket, Mandarin Oriental Bangkok, 
and the Siam Kempinski Hotel Bangkok. In 2017, he was 
elected General Manager of Sofitel Bangkok Sukhumvit, 
the flagship property for Sofitel Luxury Hotels in 
Southeast Asia.

Oliver Schnatz
General Manager of Sofi tel Bangkok Sukhumvit

How important are Indian weddings to your hotel?
Indian weddings are very important to us. We used to 
focus mainly on Thai weddings, but have shifted now and 
focus equally on Indian nuptials. They are usually rather 
large affairs, which is exactly what we would like to see in 
our hotel. Moreover, a lot of guests who attend an Indian 
wedding in our hotel go on to become regular guests
at our properties.

How do you handle these larger-than-life events?
To manage a successful Indian wedding involves a 
combination of facilities. First and foremost, you need to 
have the right team, who understand the requirements and 
have the knowledge and experience so that you can deliver. 
Secondly, you need the right venue, which in our case is 
perfect for a medium-sized wedding party.

What surprised you most the fi rst time you hosted an 
Indian wedding? 
The timeline of the set-up. Decorations for Indian weddings 
are some of the most beautiful and intricate set-ups, and 
they do take time to complete. The fi rst time we experienced 
a wedding, our team planned it very well with the organiser’s 
team and it was well managed, but it did take a while.

What draws Indian couples and families planning 
weddings to Sofi tel Bangkok Sukhumvit?
I believe when we talk about hotel facilities, most fi ve-star 
properties offer similar features – a pillarless ballroom, 
technology, food and special offers. What make us different 
are our people. A knowledgeable and truly caring team can 
drive the couple’s experience beyond their expectation.

Do you have any absolute no-nos at your hotel regarding 
Indian weddings?
So far, we don’t have any absolute no-nos in our 
dictionary. Different couples have different requirements, 
and we are flexible, so we work on the inquiry and 
suggest what we believe will work best for the couple 
based on our facilities.

"A knowledgeable and truly
caring team can drive

the couple’s experience beyond
their expectation."



A S K  T H E  E X P E R T S

How do you feel about hosting Indian weddings at the 
Amari Watergate Bangkok?
Indian weddings excite our team as they are not everyday 
business. They are a challenge and for a MICE hotel such 
as ourselves, it is a new dimension of driving creativity, 
being different, and catering to the demands of the family. 
Indian weddings inspire our team, and although they 
can bring pressure, and long days and nights, they are 
rewarding if you deliver the dream.

What are some of the most diffi cult challenges you’ve
had to deal with? 
The main challenge is making the next event even better 
than previous celebrations, as the guests were probably 
at the last one. It is the creativity that brings the key 
challenge. Indian weddings inspire many unusual requests: 
white horses, elephants, bands over the pool surrounded 
by synchronised swimmers, and wedding initials on the 
building. These are just some that we have delivered on!

What are some more of the most unusual requests 
you’ve had from the wedding couple?
We had a bride and groom who, on the wedding night, 
requested us to book them a room at another hotel so 
they could escape their guests and the non-stop party, as 
they needed to get away!

While in Pattaya, I had a bride and groom who wanted a 
quiet dinner for two on a boat when they were supposed 
to be at one of the ceremonies – yes, they were two hours 
late for their own event!

What surprised you most the first time you hosted an 
Indian wedding?
Personally, the first time I experienced an Indian wedding, 
what struck me was the sheer energy of the attendees 
to go for three days eating, drinking and enjoying 
themselves. They start late and go all night!

Do you have any absolute no-nos at your hotel regarding 
Indian weddings?
We have very few, if any – we are an extremely flexible 
hotel, working in sync with the guests needs, and 
focussing on delivering the dream wedding. Our only 
major no-no is the music level in the garden after 
midnight (we would the rather get them indoors to 
continue the party!)

"Indian weddings inspire our team, and although 
they can bring pressure, and long days and nights, 

they are rewarding if you deliver the dream."

David Cummings oversees the operations of not only 
Amari Watergate Bangkok, but 14 cluster hotels in 
addition. An industry veteran, he is uniquely qualified 
for this position. Earning his first managerial role in 
1988 at the Britannia InterContinental Hotel in London, 
he continued on to work across the world, at George 
InterContinental Hotel in Edinburgh, and InterContinental 
properties in Egypt, Abu Dhabi and Oman. He moved 
to Bangkok to join the Imperial Hotel Group. In 2004, 
he became the Resident Manager of Amari Watergate 
Bangkok, after which he became the General Manager of 
Amari Pattaya, and his success in this position earned him 
the role of Vice President of the ONYX Hospitality Group, 
and then in addition, the Area General Manager.

David Cumming
Vice President & Area General Manager 
Bangkok ONYX Hospitality Group, General 
Manager of Amari Watergate Bangkok
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How important are Indian weddings to your hotel?
All weddings are important, as are all guests who come 
into the hotel. The Indian community is extensive across 
Thailand, and for that reason has a large network for us to 
provide for. Our hotel embraces the needs of the Indian 
community by providing a ballroom which leads to an 
outside area that can accommodate for set-ups like table 
service, cocktail, casual, and many more. We also provide 
a lawn area, The Beach Lawn, which can be brought into 
the venue, and gives the wedding party room to socialise 
and have quality family time.

Have you had any difficulties catering to
Indian weddings?
Difficult is not a word that I use, as this leads to a negative 
perspective and begins to restrict our process of thought 
and limit our approach in how we may manage something. 
As for challenges, there have been many across all 
aspects of the hotel, but through meeting some of them 
came the most successful events and satisfied guests. 
Challenges take us from our comfort zones and ask us to 
be creative and innovative in how we can take the guest 
through the journey which they desire.

Do you have any absolute no-nos at your hotel regarding 
Indian weddings?
Each event is unique, as is each guest. Starting a 
partnership with a list of nos does not bring the desire to 
work together, and the need to create that memorable 
day. Therefore, dependent upon requests, there may be a 
need to decline, but we address each request as they are 
presented to us.

How have the renovations at Amari Pattaya better 
equipped you to handle Indian weddings?
Amari Pattaya returns to the market in a completely 
fresh format. We are now looking to host our first Indian 
wedding in the newly refurbished Amari Tower, and offer 
our new and expansive ballroom. Moreover, we have 
created an extensive Aqua Park zone, replete with a 
beautiful infinity pool. We also have facilities designed 
just for children, like our Treehouse Kids Club, and 
outdoor social spaces like The Beach Lawn to serve as 
event venues. The new build of Amari Suites consists of 
one and two-bedroom suites with stunning views, and all 
the facilities you need for that luxe five-star experience.

"Challenges take us from our 
comfort zones and ask us to be 
creative and innovative in how 

we can take the guest through the 
journey which they desire."

Deborah Haines started her career in hospitality over 
three decades ago, with her first General Manager (GM) 
stint at the Park Inn Hyde Park in London. She joined 
the Carlson Rezidor Hotel Group, working as the GM at 
Radisson Blu hotels in Sochi, Russia; Sofia, Bulgaria and 
Durham, UK. She became District Director for the group’s 
Russian operations, responsible for nine properties. After 
that, she led Radisson Blu Plaza, Bangkok. She moved to 
the ONYX Hospitality Group, and was appointed as Area 
GM for Eastern Thailand, based at Amari Pattaya, early 
this year. Her responsibilities include overseeing nine 
establishments in Pattaya, including the upcoming OZO 
property to be opened in 2020.

Deborah Haines
Area General Manager of Amari Pattaya for 
Eastern Thailand
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A S K  T H E  E X P E R T S

"It’s vital to listen, truly listen to 
the wedding couple, their families 

and their guests to ensure
maximum satisfaction."

John O’Shea started his career in the hospitality industry 
in 1984 in a managerial position at the Sheraton Brisbane 
Hotel. He went on to work in leading positions at Sheraton 
properties around the world, including places like Fiji, 
Alice Springs, Labuan, Wuxi, Phuket, Tokyo and Shanghai. 
Due to his excellent performance, he was promoted to 
Asia Pacific Sheraton Brand Committee Leader, Brand 
Champion, and was eventually appointed as the General 
Manager of Starwood Hotels & Resorts Shanghai Pudong 
Property. In 2012, he was given charge of Langham 
Hospitality Group's flagship property in China. He now 
works in Phuket as the Managing Director of Cordis 
Resort and Villas and Splash Beach Resort, Mai Khao.

How does your team ensure a successful
Indian wedding?
Flexibility is the key to having a great wedding. It’s vital 
to listen, truly listen to the wedding couple, their families 
and their guests to ensure maximum satisfaction. 
However, it’s also important to lead the dance – we try
to make decisions and suggestions that are impressive 
and memorable.

John O’Shea
Managing Director of Cordis Resort and Villas 
and Splash Beach Resort, Mai Khao.

What is the most difficult aspect of an Indian wedding? 
How do you cope with it?
Often, we receive multiple and simultaneous requests 
from many sides of the family. To deal with this politely 
and efficiently, we usually suggest that the wedding 
planner be the main point of contact, so that conflicting 
ideas can be settled with ease.

What was the biggest Indian wedding you 
accommodated?
We hosted the largest Indian wedding in Thailand’s 
history this last December, which involved 1,300 guests! 
Needless to say, our 615 rooms were fully booked. While 
we have had these big fat Bollywood weddings, we have 
also accommodated beautiful medium-sized ceremonies.

Have you ever had any unusual requests from the 
wedding couple?
Once, we were asked to plant 20 trees to replace every 
tree we needed to cut or trim for the events.

What attracts Indian couples to Splash Beach Resort?
A variety of things. We are located very close to the Phuket 
airport, enabling a convenient and easy transfer experience 
for guests. We are situated directly on the beachfront on 
Mai Khao, which offers magnifi cent sunsets. We have no 
noise restrictions, so the party can continue through the 
night. We provide a huge variety of indoor and outdoor 
spaces, ensuring that the wedding stays fresh and exciting 
as the days go on; one of our most popular features is our 
in-house Splash Jungle Water Park, providing a thrilling 
setting for pool parties. Most of all, our staff are fl exible and 
dedicated, so guests are sure to have a bespoke experience 
that exceeds expectations.

Do you have any absolute no-nos at your hotel regarding 
Indian weddings?
Anything goes!
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How does your team manage all the demands that come 
with Indian weddings?
Every enquiry about Indian weddings is managed by our 
dedicated Indian wedding specialist, who is on-site and has 
experience in organising these celebrations. Our specialist 
truly understands the desires of Indian couples and the 
necessary requirements in catering for bespoke Indian 
weddings. Thus, couples always have a key and dedicated 
wedding coordinator at the hotel who ensures that every 
single detail is taken care of. This helps ease their worries, 
as couples know that our specialist will work to meet their 
wishes and expectations from day one until the big day.

In addition, these special wedding events allow the rest 
of the hotel team to showcase The Peninsula hospitality 
and impeccable service through various elements, from 
accommodation to dining experiences, catering, and even 
spa services in order to create one of life’s greatest events, 
not only for couples, but also their family members and 
guests. Thus, we at The Peninsula Bangkok fi nd that Indian 
weddings are meaningful for us as service providers as well 
as event organisers.

What is the biggest challenge you face when hosting
an Indian wedding?
To accommodate an Indian wedding group, we understand 
that a number of accommodations are always required. 
Our challenge is that the hotel always has a good mix of 
clientele, including leisure guests, family travellers and 
business travellers throughout the year. Thus, oftentimes, 
the hotel has limited availability to accommodate the entire 
group of wedding guests. To address this challenge and to 
provide convenience, The Peninsula Bangkok can assist in 
reaching out to neighbouring hotels for additional rooms, 
and this makes the hotel a one-stop service for wedding 
couples. The hotel also provides shuttle boat services to 

guests of wedding events who stay at neighbouring hotels, 
creating a seamless process for them to participate in any 
ceremonies that take place at The Peninsula Bangkok.

Did you ever have issues with Indian weddings being 
disruptive to other guests?
In fact, we learnt that other guests at the hotel also became 
interested and excited when they saw or observed the 
traditions, and how Indian couples and families celebrated 
their weddings. Certainly, we are delighted that the 
ceremonies have brought some great vibes to the hotel, 
and provided some valuable cultural exchange experiences 
for other hotel guests.

What is one surprising request you’ve had from
the bride or groom?
A marriage proposal on a helicopter!

"In fact, we learnt that other guests 
at the hotel also became interested

and excited when they saw or 
observed the traditions, and how 

Indian couples and families
celebrated their weddings."

Joseph Sampermans started his career in 1995 in a 
managerial position at the Mandarin Oriental Phuket Yacht 
Club. He then served in F&B leadership positions at the 
Raffl es Hotels in Hamburg, Siem Reap, Phnom Penh and 
Osaka. He continued to move across the globe with The 
Peninsula Hotels, from their luxurious property in Bangkok 
as F&B Manager, to Tokyo as Resident Manager, Hong Kong 
as Hotel Manager and Beijing as General Manager. Finally, 
he returned to Bangkok in late 2016. He now helms The 
Peninsula Bangkok as the General Manager.

Joseph Sampermans
General Manager of The Peninsula Bangkok

Joseph Sampermans
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B Y  A I D E N  J E W E L L E  G O N Z A L E S

In other words, it’s time for some 
one-on-one time with the one who 
� lls your heart with Arijit Singh’s 
soulful tunes. Forget Nirvana, you 
can � nd all you long for in one 
of these top-pick honeymoon 
destinations in Thailand. 

LY ME
to the ‘MOO
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F LY  M E  T O  T H E  ' M O O N

From the turquoise expanse of the Andaman Sea to the lush emerald of its island forests, 
Thailand is a gem of a honeymoon destination that welcomes millions of travellers every year into 
a tropical wonderland. Discover new pockets of paradise with these hot new properties that offer 

a perfect blend of old-world opulence and thrilling new experiences. 
a tropical wonderland. Discover new pockets of paradise with these hot new properties that offer 

Avani+
Samui Resort

InterContinental
Phuket Resort
InterContinentalInterContinental
Phuket ResortPhuket Resort

SURAT THANI 

PHUKET

Island paradise meets contemporary luxury in
Avani+ Samui Resort. This exclusive beachfront 
resort boasts 58 chic rooms and elegantly 
en-vogue pool villas, all with private balconies 
where you can watch the breathtaking sunsets 
of Koh Samui, one of Thailand’s premier island 
destinations. Add a dash of adventure to your 
honeymoon with couples’ activities that will 
get your blood pumping: kayak together in the 
mangroves, team up in a game of beach volleyball, 
or bike off the beaten paths of the island.
Reinvigorate your love by stimulating your senses:
soak in bliss and coconut oil with the Avanispa, or
indulge your taste buds with the Essence Restaurant,
Avani+’s signature beachside dining venue. 
 www.avanihotels.com/en/samui

In the third quarter of 2019, InterContinental Phuket 
Resort will open its doors to a fairy-tale experience on 
Kamala Beach, a hidden gem of the world-renowned 
Phuket Island. Protected by an enclosed bay, the 
resort is surrounded by forested hills, allowing guests 
direct access to an exclusive two-kilometres of golden 
shores. Generously outfitted with over 220 rooms, 
suites, and villas luxuriously decked out in Thai style, 
you’ll have your choice of stunning views overlooking 
either the ocean, the crystal-clear waters of the 
lagoon, or Phuket’s verdant hills. Experience the story-
book magic of a true tropical getaway with the resort’s 
lavish amenities, rooftop garden, luxury spa, and fine 
dining in a range of cuisines that’ll make you believe in 
happily-ever-afters.

 www.ihg.com/intercontinental/hotels/us/en/phuket/
phukb/hoteldetail
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Samui Resort
Island paradise meets contemporary luxury in
Avani+ Samui Resort. This exclusive beachfront 
resort boasts 58 chic rooms and elegantly 

 pool villas, all with private balconies 
where you can watch the breathtaking sunsets 
of Koh Samui, one of Thailand’s premier island 
destinations. Add a dash of adventure to your 
honeymoon with couples’ activities that will 
get your blood pumping: kayak together in the 
mangroves, team up in a game of beach volleyball, 
or bike off the beaten paths of the island.
Reinvigorate your love by stimulating your senses:Reinvigorate your love by stimulating your senses:
soak in bliss and coconut oil with the Avanispa, or, or

New Must-Stay Destinations
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Why jet off to exotic locales thousands of miles away when world-class destinations lie right at 
your feet? Indulge in a mini-moon just a short drive away from Bangkok, where you can enjoy 

familiar comforts while receiving a welcome worthy of foreign royalty. Lavish your spouse with 
the time, money, and energy you’ve saved at these nearby destinations that remind you why 

honeymoon can’t be spelled without “home.” 

Sheraton Hua Hin
Pranburi Villas
Sheraton Hua Hin
Pranburi Villas

V Villas Hua Hin,
MGallery Hotel Collection

PRACHUAP KHIRI KHAN 

PRACHUAP KHIRI KHAN 

Channelling the essence of the Thai tropics, the Sheraton Hua 
Hin Pranburi Villas are located within the province of Prachuap 
Khiri Khan, where natural marvels abound. Just three hours 
away from Bangkok, the resort is cloistered within the area’s 
tropical mangroves and waterfalls. Revel in nature’s wild abandon 
in one of their 53 luxury villas which feature sunken outdoor 
bathtubs, garden rain showers, and lotus ponds, or bask in 
nature’s sensuality with tailor-made tropical spa treatments. 
For couples with an adventurous bent, the resort provides 
complimentary bicycles with which you can visit golfi ng, fi shing, 
and cave attractions nearby, while the signature Dalah restaurant 
will satisfy any appetite you subsequently build up. For a more 
intimate dining experience, the resort’s Luna La Pran rooftop 
restaurant offers stunning panoramic views, as well as an 
exclusive, seasonally-changing menu. 
 www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/hhqps-sheraton-hua-hin-

pranburi-villas

Just a two-and-a-half hour drive from Bangkok lies
V Villas Hua Hin, a secluded escape in the heart of 
Hua Hin, a holiday favourite among locals and tourists 
alike. The resort’s private pool villas feature every 
luxury you’ll need for a beachside sanctuary for two: a 
twin Jacuzzi, wine cellar, private dining area, exclusive 
amenities by Hermès, and of course, a beachfront 
view. Indulge your inner hedonist with the villas’ 
24-hour private butler service and a personalised 
spa, with therapists attuned to your every need. 
Afterwards, luxuriate in V Villas Hua Hin’s highly 
acclaimed Villazzo Bar and Restaurant, where you 
and your spouse can savour both each other and the 
sumptuous cuisine in sunken tables, while basking in 
the magnifi cent vistas of the Gulf of Thailand. 

 www.vvillashuahin.com
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V Villas Hua Hin,
MGallery Hotel Collection
Just a two-and-a-half hour drive from Bangkok lies
V Villas Hua Hin, a secluded escape in the heart of 
Hua Hin, a holiday favourite among locals and tourists 
alike. The resort’s private pool villas feature every 
luxury you’ll need for a beachside sanctuary for two: a 
twin Jacuzzi, wine cellar, private dining area, exclusive 
amenities by Hermès, and of course, a beachfront 
view. Indulge your inner hedonist with the villas’ 
24-hour private butler service and a personalised 
spa, with therapists attuned to your every need. 

Mini-Moons
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You’ve gone through the Herculean task of pulling off the perfect wedding and now you just want 
to lie in the Elysian Fields and recover. What better place to revitalise both your body and your 

ardour than in the kingdom renowned for massages and luxury spas? Detox, de-stress and maybe 
sneak in some dessert at these acclaimed health and wellness destinations.

You’ve gone through the Herculean task of pulling off the perfect wedding and now you just want 
to lie in the Elysian Fields and recover. What better place to revitalise both your body and your 

ardour than in the kingdom renowned for massages and luxury spas? Detox, de-stress and maybe 

THE BARAI Spa
and Residential Suites

Mövenpick BDMS
Wellness Resort Bangkok

BANGKOK

Redefi ning the concept of a wellness retreat,
THE BARAI sprawls out over four-and-a-half acres 
of land in Hua Hin and is one of Thailand’s foremost 
spa sanctuaries. Begin your journey of married life by 
also embarking on the resort’s “wellness journey.” You 
can explore up to fi ve different lifestyle programmes, 
which include invigorating activities such as boxing, or 
more relaxed options such as yoga, tai chi, and garland-
making. As you shed your singleton existence, shed 
yourself of toxins through carefully curated meals from 
the in-house menu and full signature spa treatments 
in 18 different treatment rooms. While you’re being 
pampered, enjoy THE BARAI’s well-appointed villas 
and suites, many of which offer their own private pool, 
spa treatment area, and sundeck for some natural 
Vitamin-D therapy. 
 www.thebarai.com

Discover personal serenity amidst the city's sprawling 
metropolis at the Mövenpick BDMS Wellness Resort 
Bangkok. Just 10 minutes away from Bangkok’s 
expansive BTS Skytrain system, the resort’s tropical 
haven serves only organic ingredients and nutritionally 
balanced meals; the perfect start to a healthy married 
life. Sip fresh organic smoothies at the Sala pool bar 
or indulge in gluten-free pastries at Rim Klong Café, 
before working them off together in the state-of-
the-art Mövenpick Fitness Centre. Alternatively, relax 
in one of the resort’s 294 guestrooms and suites, all 
of which feature fi ve-star amenities, sleep therapy 
speakers, and yoga equipment – for what marriage 
doesn’t need a touch of luxury, a great night’s sleep, 
and a little fl exibility? 
 www.movenpick.com/en/asia/thailand/bangkok/

bdms-wellness-resort-bangkok

Mövenpick BDMS
Wellness Resort BangkokWellness Resort Bangkok
Mövenpick BDMS
Wellness Resort Bangkok
Mövenpick BDMS

BANGKOK

and suites, many of which offer their own private pool, 
spa treatment area, and sundeck for some natural 
Vitamin-D therapy. 
 www.thebarai.com
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life. Sip fresh organic smoothies at the Sala
or indulge in gluten-free pastries at Rim Klong Café,
before working them off together in the state-of-
the-art Mövenpick Fitness Centre. Alternatively, relax 
in one of the resort’s 294 guestrooms and suites, all 
of which feature fi ve-star amenities, sleep therapy 
speakers, and yoga equipment – for what marriage 
doesn’t need a touch of luxury, a great night’s sleep, 
and a little fl exibility? 
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ardour than in the kingdom renowned for massages and luxury spas? Detox, de-stress and maybe 
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THE BARAI Spa
and Residential Suites
THE BARAI Spa
and Residential Suites
THE BARAI Spa

Redefi ning the concept of a wellness retreat,
sprawls out over four-and-a-half acres 

Hua Hin and is one of Thailand’s foremost 
spa sanctuaries. Begin your journey of married life by 
also embarking on the resort’s “wellness journey.” You 
can explore up to fi ve different lifestyle programmes, 
which include invigorating activities such as boxing, or 
more relaxed options such as yoga, tai chi, and garland-
making. As you shed your singleton existence, shed 
yourself of toxins through carefully curated meals from 
the in-house menu and full signature spa treatments 
in 18 different treatment rooms. While you’re being 
pampered, enjoy THE BARAI’s well-appointed villas 
and suites, many of which offer their own private pool, 

in 18 different treatment rooms. While you’re being 
pampered, enjoy THE BARAI’s well-appointed villas 
and suites, many of which offer their own private pool, 
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Whether you’re basking in the briny sea breeze or stargazing at the jewel-encrusted velvet sky, 
Thailand’s natural wonders provide the perfect backdrop to any honeymoon. 

Savour all nature has to offer while also giving back: your love isn’t the only thing that will blossom 
at these properties, where environmental responsibility will touch every detail of your stay.

Raya Heritage Raya Heritage 

Soneva Kiri

CHIANG MAI

KOH KOOD, TRAT 

Immerse yourself in the traditions and artistry 
of Thailand’s capital of the North with the Raya 
Heritage. Situated on the banks of the Ping 
River in Chiang Mai, the hotel’s core tenet is 
sustainability, and this is refl ected in every 
aspect from their locally sourced ingredients, 
to the décor handcrafted by local artisans, to 
their support of local charities. The hotel’s 33 
elegantly proportioned suites are a perfect 
balance between rustic charm and modern 
amenities: the interior design is in the style of 
the Lanna Kingdom of bygone times, while the 
personalised service and sumptuous materials 
are all 21st century ease. Fill your plates with 
original recipes at Ku Khao, the hotel’s signature 
restaurant inspired by Chiang Mai’s rice-based 
culture, or fi ll your hearts with serenity at the Al 
Waan Spa, which features healing techniques in 
the ancient Lanna tradition.
 www.rayaheritage.com

One of Thailand’s true unspoiled wonders, the 
island of Koh Kood is home to the award winning 
Soneva Kiri resort, as well as a diverse array of 
fl ora and fauna. Your stay in one of the resort’s 
36 villas will not only ensconce you in tropical 
luxury, but also support the Soneva foundation, 
which is committed to sustainable community 
projects. Indulge in the romance of nature: 
stargaze with visiting astronomers, embark on 
the resort’s “butterfl y quest,” or be one with the 
rainforest as you dine in one of Soneva Kiri’s 
signature bamboo wicker pods nested in the 
foliage. For other exciting culinary experiences, 
try Soneva’s traditional Thai Benz’s restaurant 
with locally grown ingredients, or their series of 
“So” restaurants and cafes, all of which reuse their 
cooking oil as biofuel to run the resort. 
 www.soneva.com/soneva-kiri
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Soneva Kiri
One of Thailand’s true unspoiled wonders, the 
island of Koh Kood is home to the award winning 
Soneva Kiri resort, as well as a diverse array of 
fl ora and fauna. Your stay in one of the resort’s 
36 villas will not only ensconce you in tropical 
luxury, but also support the Soneva foundation, 
which is committed to sustainable community 
projects. Indulge in the romance of nature: 
stargaze with visiting astronomers, embark on 
the resort’s “butterfl y quest,” or be one with the 
rainforest as you dine in one of Soneva Kiri’s 
signature bamboo wicker pods nested in the 
foliage. For other exciting culinary experiences, 
try Soneva’s traditional Thai Benz’s restaurant 
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Forget the roar of the waves or the chirp of gentle birdsong - for some of us, the buzz of the 
metropolis is a dynamic symphony of life and warmth. For those who don’t want to leave the 

vibrancy and convenience of Bangkok but still want a romantic getaway, check out these 
properties so heavenly you’ll never forget Bangkok’s famed moniker, “The City of Angels.”

metropolis is a dynamic symphony of life and warmth. For those who don’t want to leave the 
vibrancy and convenience of Bangkok but still want a romantic getaway, check out these 
properties so heavenly you’ll never forget Bangkok’s famed moniker, “The City of Angels.”

Capella Bangkok

The Peninsula Bangkok

BANGKOK

The Peninsula BangkokThe Peninsula Bangkok

BANGKOK

Opening in the fourth quarter of 2019, Capella 
Bangkok channels the spirit of a pied à terre, or 
boutique apartment, whilst still retaining the urbane 
charm of a luxury riverside hotel. Part of the world-
acclaimed Capella brand, this newest location 
boasts over 100 rooms, suites, and villas with 
panoramic views of the Chao Phraya River. Inspired 
by the idyll of riverside life, the hotel encourages 
you to forget the city cacophony outside and 
allow the tranquil waters to carry away your cares. 
Whether you’re dining in their signature restaurant 
conceptualised by a Michelin-starred chef, being 
pampered in the award-winning Auriga wellness 
spa, exploring new worlds in the Capella Library 
or lounging in their outdoor garden pool, Capella 
Bangkok is sure to provide you and your spouse all 
you need to bond in romantic seclusion. 
 www.capellahotels.com/en/capella-bangkok

Envelop yourselves in classical Thai magnifi cence 
at The Peninsula Bangkok. The hotel overlooks 
the Chao Phraya River, otherwise known as “The 
River of Kings,” and it aptly transports you to the 
splendour of the royals of old. Immerse yourself 
in the three-tiered swimming pool and in Thai 
culture as you fl oat amongst Thai-style pavilions, 
or for that extra romantic indulgence, stay in 
the oft-requested Thai suite which has all the 
fi xings of a luxury Thai home. To mix things up, 
try the innovative Cantonese dishes at Mei Jiang 
restaurant, or for more local delicacies, dine amidst 
banyan trees in the hotel’s Thiptara restaurant. 
After, treat your other senses with a couple’s spa 
day in their three-storey colonial-style spa, which 
features lavish suites and private whirlpools with 
an uninterrupted view of the river below. 
 www.peninsula.com/en/bangkok
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Capella Bangkok
Opening in the fourth quarter of 2019, Capella 

 channels the spirit of a pied à terre, or 
boutique apartment, whilst still retaining the urbane 
charm of a luxury riverside hotel. Part of the world-
acclaimed Capella brand, this newest location 
boasts over 100 rooms, suites, and villas with 
panoramic views of the Chao Phraya River. Inspired 
by the idyll of riverside life, the hotel encourages 
you to forget the city cacophony outside and 
allow the tranquil waters to carry away your cares. 
Whether you’re dining in their signature restaurant 
conceptualised by a Michelin-starred chef, being 
pampered in the award-winning Auriga wellness 
spa, exploring new worlds in the Capella Library
or lounging in their outdoor garden pool, Capella 
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Redolent scents, melodies that transport you to yesteryear, sumptuous flavours from your first 
dates – they all bring you back to the days of sweet nothings and coy looks. 

Relive the halcyon days of your first blush of love in these lavish properties that are designed to 
evoke that old-fashioned feeling of being wooed, wined and dined. You’ll fall in love again and again 

in their stunning surroundings where every aspect is a true ode to l’amour. 

Trisara

PHUKET

If nothing says romance more than the classics, then Trisara is the epitome of 
romantic getaways with its pristine private beach, cloistered gardens of exotic 
fl ora, and luxurious private villas; the quintessential beachside resort. 
Self-described as “a garden in third heaven,” the resort’s sprawling 14 hectares is 
perched on the hillsides of North-western Phuket, in a secluded cove overlooking 
the Andaman Sea. Not just a feast for the eyes, you’re presented with a plethora 
of dining experiences: from the locally-sourced Pru Restaurant, to the oceanfront 
Seafood at Trisara, to a bespoke dining experience anywhere in the resort. Enjoy 
romantic antics at the resort’s boxing ring, tennis courts, and Muay Thai studio, 
or complimentary non-motorised water sports between December to April. For 
that extra extravagance, book one of Trisara’s private cruises to world-renowned 
destinations such as Phang Nga Bay and the Phi Phi Islands. 
 www.trisara.com 
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BITEAT FIRST

BY  A I D E N  J EWE L L E  GON ZA L E S

What do you get when you add a touch of fusion to 
these Bangkok-based catering pros? A profusion of 
choices for your wedding where every bite delights.

Whether you’re jazzing up a grand wedding bonanza or composing a 
more intimate ceremony, the food you serve is the true symphony 
that will make your guests dance to your tune. Renowned for its 

plethora of culinary options, Thailand offers a range of fusion caterers that are 
sure to hit the right note — after all, the marriage between two complementary 
cuisines is second only to the union of two soulmates. We’ve picked some of 
Thailand’s consummate caterers below with fusion dishes (and some traditional 
favourites) that are sure to strike a chord in the hearts of all your guests. 

w w w. m a s a l a t h a i . c o m
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BelAire Bangkok

Coco's Catering Bangkok

With over 20 years of experience, BelAire Bangkok is a 
virtuoso at creating trendy fusion Thai and Indian dishes that 
are a feast for the eyes as well as the palate. With the hallmark 
of quality, variety and hygiene expected from a top-calibre 
caterer,  they serve Indian, Western and Thai cuisine as well as 
fusion dishes that combine these culinary traditions. 

Types of Weddings: 
BelAire Bangkok specialises in both traditional and modern 
Indian weddings in Thailand, and their innovative menu covers 
all dietary requirements so it can be enjoyed by all guests.

Signature Style: 
Their distinctive 'East meets West' menu and their 
dedication to innovation that continually impresses.

With over 20 years of experience in Thailand’s catering industry, Coco’s 
Catering Bangkok is known for exquisite food, spectacular set-ups, and 
exemplary service and execution. A division under Bangkok Hotel Lotus 
Sukhumvit, this catering staple provides authentic dishes that hail from all over 
India, including Tamil Nadu, Rajasthan, Gujurat and Awadh. 

Specialised multi-national chefs add unique twists to every dish, and with 
their array of new and exciting menus, every taste is sure to exceed 
your expectations. 

Types of Weddings: 
Their diverse team allows Coco’s Catering Bangkok to provide for all types of 
Indian weddings in every community. Over the years, they have expanded their 
services to top-tier destinations in Thailand, as well as in Mumbai, India.  

Signature Style: 
Fresh, high-quality ingredients, and perfect balance in every dish: between the 
traditional and the new, and between fl avours and cultures. Coco's Catering Bangkok 
is also known nationwide for their exceptional take on Indo-Chinese cuisine.

For more information:
Tel: +66 (0) 2 253 4300 ext. 2003, 2004, 2028
E-mail: catering@belairebangkok.com
www.belairebangkok.com/dining/catering

Other Dishes to Delight:
● Choo chee spaghetti tofu
● Maharaja mutton kali mirch masala
● Hainanese vegetarian chicken rice

Kheaw wan quesadillas: Mexican-style appetiser with a 
local twist. Thai green curry adds a deliciously spicy touch 
to the delicate tortilla wraps topped with cheese and salsa.
Tandoori paneer vol-au-vents: French puff pastry stuffed 
with tandoori paneer and topped with mint chutney; 
an unexpected but scrumptious mouthful. 

●

●

Fusion Favourites:
: Mexican-style appetiser with a 

Kheaw wan quesadillas

Tandoori paneer vol-au-vents

BITE
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Indus
Since 2005, Indus has consistently maintained its high standards and dedication to 
serving light, creative and delicious Indian cuisine. The menu focuses on northern 
Mughlai-style dishes and has recently introduced regional heritage recipes from 
other parts of the country. Featured in the illustrious Michelin Thailand Guide, Indus 
has won numerous other awards from leading publications and has been credited 
with converting many Thai and expat diners to the joys of Indian cuisine. 

For more information:
Tel: +66 (0) 2 610 0111 Ext. 4122
E-mail: catering@hotellotussukhumvit.com  
www.cocosukhumvit33.com

Fusion Favourites:

Signature Dish:

Other Dishes to Delight:
● Tandoori raan (Lamb)
● Som tam puri
● Kaeng keow waan, stuffed crust fusion pizza

Vegetable korma sliders: An adaptation of the American 
slider with braised garden veggies; homemade hung yoghurt 
and Indian spices create a richer recipe.
Glazed mutton vepudu: Honey-glazed lamb cooked to 
perfection with a spicy Andhra marinade, and fi nished with 
Indian curry leaves and sesame.

Khumb galouti kebab: 
A fi nely minced button 
mushroom kebab 
with a Kashmiri spice 
blend, this melt-in-
your-mouth delight 
has been pan seared 
with truffl e oil for 
extra fl avour. Served 
with Warqi paratha, 
this is a vegetarian 
twist on the original 
mutton kebab.

●

●

●

Types of Weddings:
Indus has a large team of 30 chefs from all over India who 
can prepare Punjabi, Kashmiri, Sindhi, Gujarati, Marwari, and 
Mumbai street food, as well as Tamil, Andhra, and Bengali 
cuisines for all weddings.

Signature Style: 
Their dedication to traditional cooking methods to retain 
the robust fl avour of each dish, and the use of quality spices 
imported whole from India, and locally-sourced ingredients 
grown in sustainable conditions.

Other Dishes to Delight:
● Tandoori creamy broccoli
● Indus raan sikandari

For more information:
Tel: +66 (0) 2 258 4900 
E-mail: gm@indusbangkok.com 
www.indusbangkok.com

Other Dishes to Delight:
●
●
●

An adaptation of the American 

A fi nely minced button 

Tandoori creamy broccoli

Vegetable korma sliders
Glazed mutton vepudu

Khumb galouti kebab
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Kravings Catering

Maya

Focusing on made-to-order dishes with stunning visual 
presentation and taste, Kravings Catering operates under 
luxury resort The Palayana, which has been based in Hua 
Hin since 2016. Well-established as a support caterer for 
large wedding extravaganzas or as the main caterer for more 
intimate weddings, Kravings Catering is sure to tingle your 
taste buds with their new ideas and injection of molecular 
gastronomy to their fusion combinations. 
 
Types of Weddings: 
Kravings Catering brings its dedicated service and unique style 
to boutique Indian and Thai weddings with an intimate guest 
list of up to 150 people, both in Hua Hin and Bangkok. 

Signature Style: 
Their variety of stall and booth styles, as well as the creativity 
in constructing their fusion Indian food and desserts with a 
contemporary twist.

Long-running Bangkok caterer Maya 
has been serving authentic Indian food 
with a modern twist since 2013. Part 
of the renowned Holiday Inn Bangkok 
Sukhumvit, their new menu refl ects 
a more fusion style that includes both 
Western and traditional Indian fl avours. 
With a competent team trained in 
cuisines from different Indian regions, 
Maya brings playful concepts, stylish 
servings and contemporary techniques 
to any wedding. 

Types of Weddings: 
Maya provides specialty Indian food to all Indian 
weddings from different communities, with a range of 
vegetarian and non-vegetarian cuisines from Punjab, 
Awadh, Rajasthan and Hyderabad.  

Signature Style: 
Fresh ingredients and a cooking style that brings out 
the different fl avours of each dish, along with the right 
balance of spices to enhance the dish’s natural qualities. 

For more information, contact Head of 
Food and Beverage, Andy Dhawan: 
Tel: +66 (0) 86 835 9541
E-mail: andydhawan@gmail.com
www.thepalayana.com

Other Dishes to Delight:
● 50 shades of mango, their signature dessert
● Punjab in a tart
● A variety of Indian and Thai fusion sushi 
   dishes, such as Rogan josh sushi  

Signature Style: 
Waffl e dosa with sambar foam: A quirky update on the 
iconic dosa dish, the western waffl e form and contemporary 
foam make it both avant-garde and easy to eat. 
The BC pizza: A butter chicken and burrata pizza that 
elevates these two classic favourites by combining them 
in a delightful twist. 

●

●

Fusion Favourites:
: A quirky update on the 

Waffl e dosa with sambar foam
The BC pizza

For more information, contact
Maya Restaurant Manager, Adil Rashid:
Tel: +66 (0) 2 683 4888
E-mail: adil.rashid@ihg.com
www.mayathailand.com/experience-catering

Fusion Favourite:

Other Dishes to Delight:
● Avocado papdi chaat 
● Edamame herb tikki 
● Afghani salmon

Tandoori lamb chops with potato mash and 
fennel sauce: This traditional Indian recipe is 
made from high-quality grain-fed Australian 
lamb, with western mashed potatoes for that 
perfect creamy complement. 

●
Fusion Favourite:

Tandoori lamb chops with potato 

mash and fennel sauce
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Fusion Favourite:

Falafel: Created in the authentic Lebanese style with 
the distinctive crunchiness, taste, and aroma of the 
traditional dish, but injected with a fusion twist by 
innovative hummus creations such as their Spicy 
peanuts hummus.

●
Fusion Favourite:

Falafel

Nadimos
Nadimos, a vanguard of Lebanese cuisine in Bangkok, opened the doors of its fi rst 
branch in 2009 to overwhelming success. After its reputation grew as a purveyor of 
high-quality, updated Lebanese dishes, Nadimos won a number of accolades and has 
opened several other branches throughout Bangkok, as well as its lucrative catering 
service that serves clients of all dietary restrictions.  

Types of Weddings:
Nadimos is well-established as a caterer of mostly Indian 
weddings, especially those that prefer a vegetarian range. 
Not just in Thailand, Nadimos has brought its delicious dishes 
to weddings in Indonesia, China, Malaysia, and all over India. 

Signature Style: 
A new and exciting approach to Lebanese food, exceptional 
service and high-quality ingredients. 

Other Dishes to Delight:
● Shanklish arayes, a vegetarian favourite 

For more information, contact Khun Nadim:
Tel: +66 (0) 88 659 1128 
E-mail: nadimos@nadimos.com
www.nadimos.com

Red Catering & Delivery
Red Catering & Delivery began in 2006 and has since evolved to become one of 
the most in-demand catering services in Bangkok. Known for its sumptuous take 
on North and South Indian cuisine with a meld of Asian fl avours, Red Catering & 
Delivery prides itself on its quality – of ingredients, taste, and presentation – and its 
prompt service. With a variety of cuisines under their belt, Red Catering & Delivery is 
continuously concocting new recipes to enchant your taste buds. 

Types of Weddings:
Catering not only to all types of Indian weddings in Thailand, Red Catering 
& Delivery has also spread their wings and brought their unique style to 
weddings across the world.

Signature Style: 
Live stations, unique presentations, and innovative dishes inspired by food 
around the world, with a focus on the three main senses: sight, taste and smell.

w w w. m a s a l a t h a i . c o m
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Signature Style: 
Flambéed rock lobsters:  This juicy indulgence 
is fl ambéed with alcohol and elevated with a 
special Indian masala.
Indian pesto lamb chops: A twist on the 
traditional Western favourite, homemade Indian 
Pesto adds a fl avourful infusion.

Signature Style: 
Corn kernel: Crispy corn kernels seasoned 
in Chinese style for that extra kick of 
Eastern fl avour.

●

●

●

Fusion Favourites:

Fusion Favourite:

Signature Style: 

Signature Style: Fusion Favourite:Signature Style: Fusion Favourite:Signature Style: 

Indian pesto lamb chops

Corn kernel

Other Dishes to Delight:
● Tom yum soup with herbal rice
● Variety of fusion pizzas for that contemporary twist 
● Charcoal fi sh 

For more information:
Tel: +66 (0) 96 891 9264 
Email: redcateringbkk@gmail.com
www.redbangkok.com/redcatering

Saras
Launched in 2011, Saras’ vegetarian-only catering services grew 
out of its highly successful restaurant which had opened its doors 
a year prior. Committed to quality, dedicated service, and customer 
satisfaction, Saras remains true to its original concept of offering a 
variety of street food at fair prices. 

With a menu encompassing over 200 dishes, Saras lives up to 
its name – derived from the Sanskrit word “taste” — by serving a 
fl avourful mix of tastes from all regions of India, including Indo-
Chinese varieties.  

For more information: 
Tel:  +66 (0) 81 431 8499
E-mail:  myevents@modusgroup.asia
www.sarasvegfood.com/catering

 
Types of Weddings: 
Saras caters for formal, semi-formal, and even casual weddings 
for a range of Indian communities, with a special understanding 
of unique dietary demands for vegetarian, Jain, vegan or gluten-
free clients. 

Signature Style: 
Traditional cooking methods from each specifi c region, 
originality of fl avour, and an extensive menu with a focus on 
traditional Indian desserts, of which they boast the city’s 
largest selection. 

Other Dishes to Delight:
● From Chaat: Raj kachori and Rani puri
● From Rajasthan: Tawa sabzi and Daal bati churma
● From Gujarat: Undhiyu and Panki 



Al Saray

Signature Dish:

Hummus: An eminently 
popular dish made to 
creamy perfection with 
chickpeas, lemon juice 
and tahini sauce.

●
Signature Dish:

●

Hummus

Serving premium authentic Lebanese and Indian cuisine in Thailand since February 2012, 
Al Saray is under the roof of Gourmet House and is the daughter company of Bangkok Air 
Catering, which caters for some of the world’s biggest Middle Eastern airlines. With multiple 
branches of its restaurant in Bangkok, Al Saray is dedicated to serving the authentic fl avours of 
the Middle East and India to clients from around the world. 

Types of Weddings:
Al Saray brings its dedication to authenticity and fl avourful 
dishes to intimate weddings of a few hundred guests, 
while larger weddings are handled by their outside catering 
department, Gourmet Primo.

Other Dishes to Delight:
● A range of biryanis, an 
    Al Saray specialty 

For more information:
Tel: +66 (0) 2 319 4388 (BGH); +66 (0) 2 234 4988 (Silom)
E-mail: alsaray@gourmethouse.co.th
www.alsarayrestaurant.com

Signature Style: 
Traditional cooking methods and 
presentations, with a commitment to 
bringing out all the authentic fl avours 
from an original recipe.  

For more traditional options, consider:

Sehar Catering
Operating in Thailand for over fi ve years, Sehar Catering is known for 
taking traditional Indian favourites and elevating them with unusual 
ingredients and innovative preparations to create mouth-watering 
cuisines of outstanding quality. 

Their mission is to be their clients’ fi rst choice when it comes to catering, 
providing exemplary service at competitive prices by working faster, 
simplifying preparations, and through their highly-competent team.
 
Types of Weddings: 
Sehar Catering brings their extraordinary creativity to all types of Indian 
weddings and some Western weddings, with a focus on vegetarian 
cuisines. Although based in Phuket, they cater weddings in Bangkok and 
throughout Thailand.  

Signature Style: 
Their entertaining live stations, passion for innovation, and the exceptional 
dining experience that aims to be a cut above in all aspects.

For more information, contact: : 
Tel: +66 (0) 8 1797 1708
E-mail: info@seharcatering.com
www.facebook.com/seharphuket/ 

Other Dishes to Delight:
● Rum Ka Dum Dosey Ke Saath, which includes
    a live show of the dosa on fi re
● Olive Panchratan Khichdi with Olive Oil
● Truffl e-baked Khichdi with Truffl e Oil

Signature Style: 
Alcohol Pani Puri: This beloved street food 
is given an alcoholic twist with remarkably 
effective fl avour combinations such as vodka 
orange, gin lemon soda khata, and tequila mint

●
Fusion Favourites:Signature Style: Fusion Favourites:Signature Style: Fusion Favourites:Signature Style: 

Alcohol Pani Puri
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Signature Style: 
Raan-e-khyber: A tender lamb leg 
marinated in rum, exotic herbs and 
spices and barbecued in a tandoor, for 
that extra punch of juicy fl avour

●
Signature Dish:Signature Style: Signature Style: Signature Dish:Signature Style: 

Raan-e-khyber

Rang Mahal
With 26 years of outstanding service in Thailand’s catering industry, the award-
winning Rang Mahal at Rembrandt Hotel Bangkok offers a tantalising mix of 
ethnic culinary styles that have been recreated by handpicked chefs fl own in 
from India. With cuisines ranging from Mughlai and Nawabi to the spicier regions 
of India, all of their dishes are cooked with the choicest herbs and spices, to 
ensure that every morsel is redolent with fl avour. 
 
Types of Weddings: 
With over two decades of experience, Rang Mahal continues to bring their 
authentic fl avours to a range of Indian and Thai weddings.

For more information: 
Tel: +66 (0) 2 261 7050 
E-mail: rangmahal@rembrandtbkk.com (preferred)
www.rembrandtbkk.com/restaurants/rang-mahal

Signature Style: 
High-quality ingredients and spices 
imported from India, as well as 
experienced chefs who know how to 
infuse every dish with fl avour and who 
understand a variety of different palates 

Other Dishes to Delight:
● Tandoori prawns 
● Dal-Maa-Rang Mahal 
● Bhuna gosht

Cali-Mex
Established in Hong Kong fi ve years ago, Cali-Mex’s 
scrumptious fl avours and striking presentations allowed 
its popularity to grow exponentially. They opened their 
fi rst international branch in Thailand to much acclaim 
almost a year ago, and have brought their authentic, fresh, 
Californian-style Mexican fl avours to four locations in 
Bangkok, with plans to expand even further in the next year. 

Types of Weddings: 
Cali-Mex can organise an authentic experience for weddings of 
all sizes, from the intimate to the grand. They bring the fi esta to 
every wedding, from taco carts to frozen margarita machines, 
uniquely suited to every event.  

Signature Style: 
Vibrant and healthy ingredients of the highest quality, and 
authentic fl avours usually only found in sunny California. 
Everything is made in-house from scratch, with no additives 
and authentic preparation styles from Mexico.

For more information, contact: 
Tel: +66 (0) 2 318 4748 or +66 (0) 81 636 6493
E-mail: info@cali-mex.co.th 
www.cali-mex.co.th 

Burritos: Delectable wraps with your choice of juicy fi lling, 
either vegetarian or non-vegetarian.
Tacos:  The quintessential Mexican dish made to 
perfection with either soft fl our or crispy corn shells, with 
your choice of fi lling.

●

●

Signature Dishes:
Delectable wraps with your choice of juicy fi lling, 

Burritos
Tacos
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Makeup Tips
from the Pros
Makeup Tips
from the Pros

GLOW
UP

The Wedding
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Get to know these modern-day fairy godmothers 
who are equipped with magic brushes and 
enchanting powders to transform you into the 

belle of the ball. They offer advice on pre-wedding prep, top 
makeup trends, and the best brands for lasting, on-fl eek 
looks, so you are always ready for your close-up.  

Four of the wedding industry’s top 
makeup artists offer foolproof tips on 

how to look absolutely fabulous for the 
most important days of your life.

BY  C H R I S T Y  L AU
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For 23 years, celebrity makeup artist and hairstylist Ojas Rajani has been painting 
the canvases of some of Bollywood’s biggest superstars, including Aishwarya Rai 
Bachchan, Deepika Padukone and Katrina Kaif. A creative at heart, she grew up 
watching actresses like Helen, Madhuri Dixit Nene and Sridevi, and was inspired 
to give up a well-paying corporate job to study hair and makeup styling at Beauty 
Schools of America, Miami Campus. 

Her artistic approach, love for current trends and willingness to cater to her client’s 
vision will keep her relevant for many years to come. 

How do you differentiate between looks for each 
function? 
“Sangeet looks are always Bollywood glam as brides 
perform for the function, attaching a certain stylish 
quotient. In contrast, we keep the look minimalist, 
demure and ethereal for the wedding day.” 

How do you ensure that the hairstyle 
complements the makeup? 
“When deciding on hairdos, it is very important to 
study the bone structure, jawline, hairline and hair 
texture. For example, if a bride has a broad face or 
forehead, she won’t look good in an updo or pulled-
back hairstyle. It is also very important for the 
hairstyle to complement the client’s personality.”

We all know that facials are essential for 
a wedding glow. So are there any specifi c 
recommendations on prepping your skin for 
makeup application? 
“Skin rejuvenating facials, skin polishing facials, 
and brightening and toning facials are my top picks. 
They create an instant fl awless base. I would also 
recommend investing in an under eye treatment to 
reduce lines and puffi ness.”

What are some current popular makeup trends? 
“I think the au naturel look is here to rule, as 
bridal makeup has become soft and glamorous, 
yet youthful and fresh. Celebrities like Deepika 
Padukone and Anushka Sharma have set the bar 
with their subtle minimal looks, which prove that 
less is defi nitely more.”  
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OJAS RAJANI
Owner of Ojas Rajani Celebrity Makeup Artist N Hairstylist
Based in Mumbai, India

“ “
I think the au naturel 
look is here to rule. 

For bookings and enquiries, call +91 982 111 7259
Facebook: @ojasrajanimakeup
Instagram: @ojasrajani
www.ojasrajani.com

Ojas’ Top Picks: 

Foundation: “For long-lasting 
waterproof foundations, I love 
Charlotte Tilbury and Tom Ford.”

Cheeks: “The Anastasia Beverly Hills 
Powder Contour Kit has a sculpting 
contour stick and a contour palette to 
highlight your cheekbones and jawline 
for a model look.” 

�

Tom Ford.”

Anastasia Beverly Hills 
 has a sculpting 
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“
“

[Brides] should strive to 
have healthy-looking skin, 
not perfect-looking skin.

Under her own company, Simran Takkar heads an international team of 
professional makeup artists and hairstylists who have worked with brides from all 
over the world. Throughout her 15 years of experience, she has garnered prestige 
and acclaim for her fl awless fi nish. She loves experimenting with colours and 
styles to present the best versions of her brides. Whether they seek a glamorous 
look or a subtle classy glow, she can do it all, and more.  

How do you match a makeup look with the bridal attire? 
“Makeup is not about matching colour with what you wear. It is all about playing 
with different hues, and opting for the right combinations to ensure that all brides 
stand out from the crowd.” 

What special skincare routines do you recommend?
“I encourage all my brides to love their skin. They should strive to 
have healthy-looking skin, not perfect-looking skin. They need to 
drink plenty of water, green tea and healthy smoothies. Everyone 
must follow a daily skincare routine that covers face wash, face 
oils, moisturiser and sunscreen. To keep your skin hydrated, 
frequently use rose water mist spray.

Apart from their skin, brides should also take care of their lips. To 
prep for long-lasting lipstick, I recommend that they use Kiehl's Lip 
Balm two hours before makeup application. This will prevent your 
lip makeup from drying out and looking cakey.” 

Can you offer any tips on picking the right makeup artist?
“It’s a very special day for brides, so they need to choose an 
experienced and professional artist who understands them, their 
requirements, as well as their face and skin type.”

What can you tell us about current makeup trends? 
“Makeup trends are dynamic. They change from time to time, 
season to season. But my all-time favourite, signature look is 
nude eyes, dark lips and thick, false lashes. This kind of makeup 
is simply an extension of the client’s personality, adding extra 
oomph to the entire look.”
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SIMRAN TAKKAR
Owner of Ablaze by Simran
Based in Bangkok, Thailand

Simran’s Top Picks: 

Foundation: “Fenty Beauty, Huda 
Beauty, Bobbi Brown and MAC all sell 
amazing foundations.” 

Cheeks: “Burberry blush, Laura Mercier 
highlighters and NARS contour palettes.”
 

For bookings and enquiries, call +66 (0) 81 665 7240 
Facebook: @simtakkar
Instagram: @simran.takkar

�

is simply an extension of the client’s personality, adding extra 

For bookings and enquiries, call +66 (0) 81 665 7240 



“ “Less is always best.

Vardan Nayak began his journey as an assistant to makeup maestro Mickey 
Contractor during the blockbuster movie Kabhi Khushi Kabhie Gham (2001). Over 
time, he has worked on more than 250 projects under Mickey's leadership, gaining 
creative expertise and technical knowledge which make him one of the most in-
demand makeup artists in the Bollywood industry today.

His most recent clients were Isha Ambani during her brother’s engagement 
celebrations, Janhvi Kapoor for the fi lm Dhadak (2018) and its promotions, and 
Ananya Panday for her debut fi lm, Student of the Year 2 (2019). 

VARDAN NAYAK
Celebrity Makeup Artist
Based in Mumbai, India

Since you’ve begun your career, have you noticed any 
considerable differences in the makeup industry? 
“Ten years ago, basic minimalistic makeup was the norm, but 
today, everybody loves experimenting. Makeup artists have also 
gained a lot more respect, and people are fi nally considering it a 
serious profession.” 

What special skincare routines should brides-to-be follow? 
“Less is always best. Brides should have facial or skin bleaching 
treatments done one to two weeks prior to their functions, 
since they sometimes cause breakouts. A regular routine of 
using proper herbal products combined with a good diet is 
critical. They should always opt for an Ayurvedic treatment, 
rather than adulterated products which can cause a lot of skin 
damage.” 

During her wedding, the bride usually carries some essentials 
for a quick touch-up. What do you recommend she put in her bag?  
“Keep lipstick in the pouch, along with a sponge, blusher and 
blotting papers.” 

What makeup trends do you see becoming popular this year? 
“In my opinion, glossy red lips and fl awless skin, as well as 
fl ushed cheeks will be trendy this year. Recently, many brides 
want a lot of shimmer on their eyes.” 
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For bookings and enquiries, email him at vardan.nayak23gmail.com
Facebook: @makeupbyvardan
Instagram: @vardan.nayak

Vardan’s Top Picks: 

Foundation: “Armani and MAC. To enhance the 
foundation, you can use Marc Jacobs Finish Line 
Perfecting Coconut Setting Powder.”

Cheeks: “Anastasia Beverly Hills Glow Kit is the 
best for a fl awless glow.” 

�

. To enhance the 
Marc Jacobs Finish Line 

vardan.nayak23gmail.com
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“
“

Wedding makeup should 
never really be about 
trends. It should be about 
beauty and elegance.

Wedding makeup should 
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For bookings and enquiries, email her at info@natashamoor.com
Facebook: @thenatashamoor
Instagram: @natasha.moor
www.natashamoor.com

Natasha’s Top Picks: 

Foundation: “I’m not a fan of foundation. 
I don’t use it on any of my brides. I use a 
corrector (No Bag Vibes) and concealer 
(Secret Perfector and Liquid Magic) from my 
own brand, Natasha Moor Cosmetics.” 

Cheeks: “For contouring, I use my Secret 
Perfector 4, because it blends really well, and 
contours and shapes your face perfectly.” 

�

Natasha Moor’s ethos is to inspire women as they have inspired her. Prior to 
becoming a professional makeup artist, she was working in the public relations 
industry where her personal looks quickly garnered everyone’s attention. However, 
it was during her work as a part-time makeup artist when Natasha discovered her 
true passion — making people feel beautiful and confi dent.

In 2017, she took her profession one step further by creating her own cosmetics line, 
Natasha Moor Cosmetics, which includes lip hues, correctors and concealers perfect 
for all women. A percentage of the profi ts go towards domestic abuse victims around 
the world, proving that this talented artist really is a beauty with a heart. 

NATASHA MOOR
Award-winning Celebrity Makeup Artist and Cosmetic Innovator
Based in Hong Kong

What inspires each look for different functions? 
“I like to decide with all my brides. Once I arrive at the wedding destination, 
we plan the look based on the outfi t.” 

Any tips for the bride to follow to avoid looking tired during her busy week? 
“Just be happy! The bride looks least tired when she is positive, excited 
and happy to be marrying the one she loves, even when she has gotten no 
sleep at all.” 

What skincare routines should brides-to-be follow prior to their 
wedding? 
“I recommend going to a dermatologist at least six months before your big 
day. Whether you seek to brighten your skin with a peel or clear your acne 
marks, this is a good timeframe to give yourself.  If you have no major skin 
issues, a chemical peel treatment with 15 or 20 percent TCA is something 
I suggest brides should try out. Remember to always stay hydrated and 
moisturised to ensure a radiant glow. There is no need to go over the top.”

In your opinion, what are some popular makeup trends? 
“Wedding makeup should never really be about trends. It should be about 
beauty and elegance. Twenty years down the line, you want to look back 
and say, ‘wow, I looked so elegant,’ rather than ‘wow, what I was thinking!’”

info@natashamoor.com

“I’m not a fan of foundation. 
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Indian weddings are all about the 
brides — her fl awless makeup, 
extravagant ensembles, workout 
regimes, dieting goals, and checking off 
her endless shopping list. It goes unsaid 
that grooms are often secondary 
when compared to their lady loves. 
So for this edition, Masala honours 
all men about to take the plunge by 
recommending grooming products, 
sunglasses and modern-day behaviours 
to adopt. Let’s fi nd out what it takes to 
become a renaissance groom!   

BY  N I N A  S ACHD EV 

MODERN
GENTLEMAN

G O O D
G R O O M I N G

f o r  t h e
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Every groom wants to be on 
par with his blushing bride, 
particularly when there is close-up 

photography involved. Pick from our eight 
recommended beauty products perfect for 
your special occasion…

G O O D  G R O O M I N G  F O R  T H E  M O D E R N  G E N T L E M A N

Kiehl’s Men’s Oil Eliminator Deep Cleansing 
Exfoliating Face Wash
Suitable for both normal and sensitive skin, this daily cleanser washes away 
impurities, leaving your skin feeling soft. It is a solution for  large pores, oiliness, 
dullness and uneven texture. Formulated with crushed micronised apricot seeds 
and argan shells, this face wash sheds dead skin cells without overly drying out 
your skin. It also contains salicylic acid to refi ne skin texture, and possesses 
anti-bacterial properties to suppress acne-causing pathogens. 

Urban Primate’s Superhold 

Clinique For Men™ 2 in 1 Skin Hydrator 
+ Beard Conditioner

A water-based pomade used for styling hair, beards and moustaches, 
Superhold is specially formulated to provide maximum power, keeping your 
face in place for the entire day. It is easy to wash off, and comes with a matte 
to low-shine finish. 

Never heard of the brand? Urban Primate is a growing Thai shop that can be 
ordered on LINE @urbanprimate, or brought from retail locations, including 
the second floor of Emporium and Emquartier, as well as Twenty Second Shop 
at Siam Square Soi 2. 

This multi-benefi t lotion, which instantly improves skin and softens your beard, 
can be applied easily over facial hair to soothe the skin beneath. As an allergy 
tested, 100 percent fragrance-free and oil-free product, the lotion strengthens 
the skin and conditions the beard for easier grooming over time. 

 
Ingredients: 
7ml of Jojoba Oil
3ml of Grapeseed Oil
3 drops of Bergamot Oil
2 drops of Peppermint Oil
3 drops of Cedarwood Oil (optional)

 
Methods: 
Combine all ingredients 
in a dropper bottle. Apply 
to beard one to two times 
daily and brush thoroughly.

An all-natural beard oil recipe from men’s grooming 
brand, Big Daddys Beard Care  

www.bigdaddysbeard.com

DIY Beard Oil
If your beard is feeling a bit 
scraggly, itchy or straw-like, 
regular application of beard 
oil will help improve the 
overall look, feel and texture, 
as well as reduce split-ends. 
Save time and money by 
making your own. 

1

2

4

3
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The Beard Club Kit

Clinique Sonic System City Block 
Purifying Cleansing Brush Head

Philosophy The Microdelivery for Men 
Face and Body Scrub

Clinique For Men™ UV Defense Broad 
Spectrum SPF 50

This kit has multiple items for beard maintenance. It 
is a great reference point for creating your own kit 
by providing a checklist for what you might need, 
including sandalwood oil, cream, sandalwood balm, 
beard spray, shampoo, a sandalwood moustache 
comb, a beard brush and a beard comb.

www.thebeardclub.com 

This purifying brush head with charcoal grey bristles cleans 
more effectively than your hands. It gently yet effi ciently 
removes dirt and oil to keep skin clear. There are two types 
of bristle — fi rm for the forehead, chin and nose and go 
gentle, a light grey version for the cheeks. Before using, 
you should apply face wash to moisten skin or brush head. 
Afterwards, massage in a circular motion for 15 seconds 
on each area of the face without applying pressure. This 
gentle sonic action helps the skin look vibrant. 

Use this to gently shed away rough and dry skin, leaving 
you feeling smooth and refreshed with a healthy glow. The 
product contains a fresh fusion of bergamot, ginger and 
vetiver for a masculine citrus fragrance. 

This is an ultra-lightweight, high-level UVA/UVB protection 
that can be worn comfortably every day to help prevent 
signs of ageing. 

Pro Tip!  
Let’s not forget the importance of sunscreen. 
Scientifi c research shows that around 90 percent 
of ageing is caused by sun damage. So for outdoor 
events, including pre-wedding photoshoots or pool 
parties, remind yourself to slather on some SPF.  

5

6

7

8
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G O O D  G R O O M I N G  F O R  T H E  M O D E R N  G E N T L E M A N

While women have layers of jewellery, 
men at most wear a ring or two with 
a subtle chain or bracelet during their 
wedding ceremony. This gives them a 
chance to play around with sunglasses 
for outdoor events and photo shoots. 
Pick from our fi ve most up-to-date 
and classic shades to add onto your 
wedding shopping list.  

Ray Ban Round Metal in Bronze-
Copper Frame and Blue-Brown 
Gradient Lenses

Gucci 56mm Pilot Sunglasses in 
Gold Wireframe and Light Green 
Mint Tint

MVMT Maverick in
Pure Black/Safety Yellow

Dior Walk 51mm 

These retro and stylish shades go with every outfi t, 
even your bride’s ensemble, in case she needs to 
borrow them! 

Brilliant with the pastel theme while also unique in 
its geometry! 

Best for making a statement with the bold colour, 
yet always versatile with the classic aviator style.

Ultra-lightweight with an almost 
completely translucent look, while still 

providing top-notch protection. 
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Tom Ford Mack 135mm Shield 
Sunglasses in  Rose Gold Frame and 
Smoke Lenses
Smoky in colour, mysterious in appearance, and bold 
enough for the audience to know who the groom is!   

Check in with your bride: Send her messages offering 
your listening ear or helping hand a few weeks prior to 
the wedding. Daily texts, regardless of how repetitive 
they may be, might mean the world to her, as we know 
something unexpected always comes up during the 
planning process.

Let her pick all her outfi ts before you pick yours: 
Women’s clothes tend to be specifi c and elaborate, 
while menswear is narrowed down to fewer style 
options. It will be easier for you to match hers, rather 
than vice versa. 

Offer your pockets: We all know lehengas and gowns 
do not have pockets, so offer to keep your bride's 
lipstick, phone, or whatever she may need! 

Watch your step:  This season’s style is getting longer 
and dreamier. Be cautious of stepping on her attire, 
especially while making an entrance. 

Smile, you are on camera: Acknowledge that it 
probably took her three to four times the amount of 
time it took for you to get ready. So if she wants to take 
plenty of pictures with you and your guests, be a sport 
and smile. 

Surprise her: Whether it’s a speech, a funny video, 
a short performance with your families, a wedding 
gift or a special guest from overseas, a surprise at a 
moment like this would be unforgettable. If she feels 
overwhelmed by the sheer amount of guests or from a 
technical diffi culty, then your surprise could easily save 
the mood or the day. 

Read her list: All brides have at least one massive 
checklist! If possible, ask her to share it with you and 
read it together. This will help you grasp what she needs 
to do, and where you can help. 

Needless to say, all brides require support. There are 
many ways to help her maintain a calm and collected 

demeanour, instead of turning into bridezilla! We share 
seven tips for grooms to put into practice. 
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BY  D E BO S H R E E  B A N E R J E E

DIRECTION

A

Ensure that your nuptial plans meet your needs and budget with 
Masala’s guide to the online world of weddings, crafted to make 

your journey to the mandap less stressful.  

Organising a wedding is an exciting 
chapter in a couple’s life, but the 
excessive visualising and planning is 

an exhausting experience. Not to mention that 
as millennials, most of us prefer to have all 
the details on-the-go with access to what we 
need right at our fi ngertips. Fortunately, the 
internet has gifted us with a number of digital 
resources, many of which are affordable or 
completely free. Eager to start using them? 
Indulge in this list of our favourite digital tools 
that can help you plan the perfect wedding 
and keep your sanity intact.
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Creating your wedding website is one of the fi rst things 
you'll do after getting engaged. Perfect for sharing 
information that can’t fi t onto your invitations, the 
website will answer any questions about your upcoming 
celebrations, including an ‘about us’ section or directions 
to your many party venues. While you can fashion your 
website from scratch, there are many easy-to-use pre-
built solutions to get it up and running in a day.     

Riley & Grey 
Price: US$35 a month

If you desire to invest in design and have a non-traditional 
platform that stands out, Riley & Grey is a stunning premium 
option, particularly for luxury weddings. While it falls on the 
expensive side, Riley & Grey boasts some of the most modern 
and glamorous wedding website templates, which also comes 
with top-end features, like a custom domain and RSVP support. 
Highly adjustable, the site is a popular choice! 

 
The Knot
Price: Free, but you can also purchase a custom domain 
for US$20.

The Knot is the most trusted wedding website brand 
out there, popular for their vast selection of over 160 
professionally designed templates with modern layouts 
and full-width imagery. You can message guests from the 
app via text or email, and set custom privacy controls, 
including a password and a feature to hide your website 
from search engines. With its simple user interface, a 
website is very easy to build.

 
Squarespace
Price: US$12 per month for a year (or US$16 month-to-
month). You can purchase a custom domain for US$20. 

Another well-known brand, Squarespace is the most 
professional-looking site you're going to get without 
hiring a designer. With its easy-to-use digital tools, you 
can customise everything and view updates as you make 
them, instead of having to preview your site separately. 
It’s ideal if you’re looking for a website that won’t take 
hours to set up and has modern templates (no cliché 
hearts or wedding symbols) that even your most 
technology-averse guests can fi gure out. 
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can customise everything and view updates as you make 

THE Wedding WEBSITE
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A  V I R T U A L  D I R E C T I O N

A unique wedding invitation sets the tone for your special 
day, offering guests a tantalising peek at what to look 
forward to. The idea of sending out online invites instead 
of hand-scripted paper might have traditionalists clutching 
their pearls, but when it comes to fi nding ways to minimise 
costs on this momentous (and expensive) occasion, 
switching up your invitation strategy might be just the 
right way to save. Here are three online invitation vendors 
that have Masala’s stamp of approval. 

E- INVITES

 
Paperless Post 
Price: Many designs are free, but premium options start at US$6 to send out 
20 invites.

Like the name suggests, this well-known brand lets you choose between 
paper and paperless options. The website offers numerous online invitation 
formats that are designer-made and simply stunning. To begin creating 
them, each design on the site will take you to a customisation page, where 
you can edit the colour scheme and text, as well as the pattern of the digital 
invitation envelope. You can also choose to reveal the guest list, as well as 
add a comment wall and gift registry link.

 
Wedivite
Price: Free

With Wedivite, couples can manage not only their guest list, but also 
their seating chart, digital guestbook and even DJ requests from one 
convenient platform. Using this vendor, guests can be invited by email, 
Facebook, Google+ or a unique URL. The invitation is set up similarly to 
a wedding website, and allows guests to add the wedding date to their 
Google Calendar and save the venue on their Google Maps ahead of time. 
What’s more, your commitment-phobic guests can also choose to add (or 
subtract) their plus-ones after they submit their RSVP.

 
Evite
Price: US$24.99 for invites for up to 750 guests 

If you’re looking for something simple, Evite’s online wedding invitations 
might be the way to go. While the site doesn't have an extensive amount 
of designs to choose from, it does offer a nice stylistic range from formal 
to graphic-forward, and even gives Photoshop-savvy users the option to 
upload their own design. For an extra-personal touch, you can also select 
the invite’s envelope, liner and stamp colour. And lastly, your recipients 
can indicate if they would like to bring a plus-one or more, including their 
kids. Pretty neat! 
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If you can't afford a wedding planner to alleviate some 
of the stress, then you better reach out for the next best 
thing: a wedding planning app! We’ve identifi ed some of 
the best to help you plan your perfect day.

Wedding APPLICATIONS

 
WeddingHappy

WeddingHappy offers one of the best all-around wedding to-do lists. It asks 
for your anticipated wedding date and then builds a customised schedule with 
a checklist, so you can work out exactly what needs to get done and by when. 
It also provides other useful features, such as payment tracking, spending 
summary, options for co-ordinating with vendors, and the ability to sync with 
other users. The app automatically adjusts your balance, cost per guest, and 
remaining budget when you make a payment. 

 
Joy

Joy does a little bit of everything, including letting you arrange the 
RSVPs with your guests. The highlight feature, however, is that it 
enables you to collect and share photos that your guests have taken 
on the happy occasion. Because Joy works as a private social network, 
you can easily and safely share images with anyone who uses the app or 
website. It’s a great way of consolidating memories. 

 
iWedPlanner 

One of the fastest growing one-stop wedding planning solutions, this app 
covers all the bases. There is a to-do list feature, where you can organise all 
your vendors and take notes along the way. Not to mention, you can also keep 
track of the RSVPs and adjust the guest seating arrangements.

 
Wedding Planner by The Knot 

If you're on a tight budget, The Knot's free planning and wedding website 
app is essential. The app offers a personalised checklist of things to do, along 
with budgeting options. It really comes into its own by giving you the ability 
to search through over 250,000 wedding vendors, before contacting them 
through the app. You can also enjoy tours of potential wedding venues, along 
with recommendations for fl owers and dresses. Guests can RSVP directly 
through your wedding website — though you may still want to send formal 
invitations and reply cards, since not everyone will opt to go digital.

If you can't afford a wedding planner to alleviate some If you can't afford a wedding planner to alleviate some 
of the stress, then you better reach out for the next best of the stress, then you better reach out for the next best 
thing: a wedding planning app! We’ve identifi ed some of thing: a wedding planning app! We’ve identifi ed some of 

remaining budget when you make a payment. 

JoyJoy

app is essential. The app offers a personalised checklist of things to do, along 
with budgeting options. It really comes into its own by giving you the ability 
to search through over 250,000 wedding vendors, before contacting them 
through the app. You can also enjoy tours of potential wedding venues, along 
with recommendations for fl owers and dresses. Guests can RSVP directly 
through your wedding website — though you may still want to send formal 
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Pinterest

Do we even need to explain this one? 
Reigning supreme among millennial 
brides-to-be, it’s basically impossible 
to plan a wedding without consulting 
Pinterest fi rst. The pinboard social 
media app is essential for fi nding 
inspiration for everything from 
tablecloths and decorations, to the 
bigger decisions like rings and outfi ts. 
Prefer not to display your wedding style 
publicly? No problem, you can pin to 
secret boards too.

A  V I R T U A L  D I R E C T I O N

Wedding hashtags are a great way to combine all those fun Instagram and 
Facebook pictures into one easily clickable place. But if you’re having trouble 
coming up with your own, here are some tips that don’t depend on the generic 
online hashtag generators. 

# HASHTAGS

Reach out to people. Start with a social media post inviting everyone to 
share ideas and start a wedding hashtag list. The creativity from your crew 
might just surprise you.

Personalise it. Start by writing down your names and wedding date. Then 
play around with different words. Embrace alliteration!  

Make it catchy and avoid hard-to-spell words, otherwise it’s very likely that 
you will miss a lot of the photos due to misspelled hashtags. 

Spread the word. Once you’ve settled on the hashtag, don’t shy away from 
using it. Make sure it is present on websites and e-invites. You can also print 
it on the cocktail napkins at the bar for further exposure. 

1.

2.

3.

4.
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T H E  W E D D I N G

W E D D I N G

Checklist

MANAGER
Preparing for a Big Fat Indian Wedding 
entails several details, deadlines, family 
drama, and far too often enough stress 

to make you want to elope. Use our 
checklist and budget sheet
to help put it all together. 3-5 Weeks Before

Confi rm all bookings in writing 

Confi rm itinerary and 
transportation schedules 

Confi rm a fi nal guest count 

Test hair and make-up 

Final dress fi tting 

Plan your photography and/or con-
duct your pre-wedding shoot 

6Months Before

Set a budget 

Decide whether you want a 
destination or local wedding 

Think of themes for your 
different functions  

Create a guest list  

Scout out venues 

Book a wedding planner 

Send out a “save the date” message 

Pick out invitation cards/stationary 

3 Months Before

Wedding and jewellery shopping 

Reserve your wedding night suite 

Make your honeymoon reservations: 
hotel and travel 

Start your beauty/fi tness regime 

Reserve guest accommodation 

Pick your fi rst dance song 

Buy your giveaways/gifts for family 
and friends 

Finalise menus for all events 

Pre-order alcohol for all events 

Finalise all transportation for guests 

Pick your entertainment 

Pick a photographer, mehndi lady, 
pandit, hair stylist and makeup artist 

T H E  W E D D I N G

MANAGER
Preparing for a Big Fat Indian Wedding 
entails several details, deadlines, family 
drama, and far too often enough stress 

to make you want to elope. Use our 
checklist and budget sheet
to help put it all together.
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